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ADMINISTRATION REPORI 

OF THE 

CENTRAL PROVINCES AND BERAR 

FOS 

THE YEAR 1915-16 


PART I 

GENERAL SUMMARY 

The reports on which this review of the Administration of the Central Introductfotu 
Provinces and Berar is based relate to the several different periods specified at the 
head of each section in Part II, and the various periods of i2 months to which 
the different sections of the report refer cover in all a period of 23 months, 
beginning on the ist of August 1914 and ending on the 30th June 1916. 

2. The monsoon of 1915, though somewhat late, opened with abundant and GeneraL 
well distributed rainfall, and there was a large expansion of the area sown with 

kharif crops. Seasonable rainfall continued in July, August and September and 
the monsoon was prolonged longer than usual into October. Favoured by the 
conditions of the season, the outturn of the crops of food-grains was well over the 
normal and the yield of the cotton crop was also in excess of the average. The 
conditions were for the most part favourable for the sowing and germination of 
the rabi crops, but the general course of the vnnter season was not altogether 
propitious. Though wheat gave a normal outturn, the yield of the rabi harvest as a 
whole was somewhat less than average. The produce of the harvests of the 
entire Province represented 112 per cent of the normal as compared with 97 per 
tJfeiit in the year 1914-15. The volume of trade also recovered from the depression 
caused by the outbreak of the war, and the economic position "-i the people 
generally was good. The public health of the year w.'s less satisfactory ; 
plague was prevalent and the mortality from fever was bijh, while the birth- 
rate was the lowest for eleven years. The relations of the people with the 
officers of Government remained excellent ; political crime was conspicuous 
by its absence and there were encouraging indications of increasing co-operation 
and confidence on the part of the public in the activities of the several depart- 
ments of administration. The loyalty and good-will of ihe people towards 
^Government were conspicuously naintained in view of the co ''tinuance of the war, 
and the claims of the War Relief Funds continued to me^t with a spontaneous 
and gratifymg response. 

3. The Hon’ble Sir Benjamin Robertson, K.C.S.I., K.C.M.G., 

'I.C.S., LL.D., held charge of the office of Chief Commissioner throughout the 

year under report. ' 
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4. The Legislative Council of the Central Provinces held meetings in August 
1915 and in March 1916. The Excise Bill, the Vaccination Lan* Amendment Bill 
and the Slaughter of Animals Bill were passed, while two bills were introduced, the 
Medical Registration Bill and the Land Alienation Bill. The Land Revenue Bill 
and the Tenancy Amendment Bill were still under discussion. 

5. During the year 1915 the management of the Chhuikhadan State was 
relmquished to the Feudator}' Chief, Mahant Budhar Kishore Dass, who was 
installed on the gaddi at the begbning of the year. Raja Liladhar Singh, 
Feudatory Chief of Sakti, who succeeded his adoptive farther in the previous 
year, was also installed, and ‘Raja Lai Bahadur Singh, Feudatory Chief of Khjura- 
garh, was invested with full powers. The monsoon of 1915 gave ample 
and well distributed rainfall and the harvests in most States were good. 
The general condition of the people remained satisfaclor)' in spite of the 
high price of food-grains and the land revenue was for ithe most part easily and 
fully realised. With the exception of the depression in the market for forest 
produce, trade remained unaffected by the war and was of the normal volume, 
while employment was ample and wages remained high. The year was less 
healthy than its predecessor and outbreaks of cholera and small-pox and malaria 
caused a number of deaths There was a small increase in the total number of 
offences reported and in the number of admissions to Jail. Settlement operations 
were in progress in Sarangarh, Khadragarh, Raigarh and Sakti, and boundary 
disputes between Korea and Surguja, Surguja and Jashpur and Khairagarh and 
Nandgaon were finally decided. The financial condition of all the States, 
excepting Changbhakar, which had a small adverse balance, was entirely 
satisfactory. 

6. The agricultural season of 1915-16 was a successful one and the 
satisfactory yield of the har\*est brought some reduction in the prices of food- 
stuffs, the fall amounting to ig percent in the cast ol wheat and 17 per cent 
in the case of juar. The recovery of over 50 per cent in the market value of 
cotton, accompanying a largely increased outturn, secured handsome profits to 
the cotton-growers, who had suffered from the unfavourable conditions in the 
previous year. Employment was ample at fairly high rates of wages, and the 
general condition of cultivators and labourers left little to be desired. The 
season, how'ever, w’as less favourable to the public health ; though the death-rate 
fell slightly from 36 69 to 35 91 per mille, as compared w ith a quinquennial 
mean of 37' 7, the mortality remained high under all diseases except cholera and 
small-pox, and the birth-rate declined from 51 ’3 7 to the low figure of 47‘9S. 

7, The total current demand on account of land revenue proper in the 
agricultural year 1914-15 amounted to 191^ lakhs of rupees, the increase of 
a lakh and a quarter over the figure of the previous year being due to Settlement 
changes. There was also due for collection on account of arrears a sum of 
over 12 J lakhs suspended in the previous year. Of the current demand half 
a lakh was remitted, while of the arrears, in view of the unfavourable rabi crops 
of the past few years, more than two and three-quarter lakhs was remitted and 
over two lakhs was allowed to remiun suspended. With the exception of half 
a lakh, which remained uncollected, the net demand was recovered with no 
greater difficulty than was to be expected in view of the heavy arrears both of 
Land Revenue and Agricultural Loans. The season b^ng more favourable than 
in the prenous year, the advances made under the Agriculturists’ Loans Act 
and the Land improvement Loans Act decreased from twenty-two and a half 
lakhs to ten lakhs. Excluding suspensions and remissions, in respect of which 
a lement policy was followed, a sum of a lakh and a half remained overdue. 
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8. The local Traverse Survey Party completed the sub-traverse of 6ao Survey and 
"wllages and carried out the traverse of three towns, in addition to special work * 

in connection with the settlement of boundary disputes affecting Native States, 

The orders of the Government of India were received on the final report on the 
settlement of the Damoh District, and the forecast reports on the re-settlement 
of the Seoni and Bhandara Districts were submitted. Settlement operations 
were in progress in five districts and map correction preparatory to settlement in 
two districts. 

9. The revision of the patwari halkabandi m two (fistricts and the formation Land Records, 
of a new tahsil in another resulted altogether in the addition of four Revenue Inspec- 
tors and the reduction of five patwaris. The number of punishments inflicted on 

patwaris again showed a considerable decrease. The cadre of Superintendents 
and Assistant Superintendents of Land Records was amalgamated with that of 
the Subordinate Executive Civil Service. The preparation of the Record-of- 
Rights m Berar is approaching completion. 

10. At the beginning of the year there were seventy-four estates under the 
management of the Court of Wards ; five estates were relinquished with their 
financial position substantially improved and four estates were newly brought 
imder management. The sixty-iune estates which remained under management 
throughout the year covered 6,763,101 acres and yielded a gross income of 
nearly twenty and a half lakhs of rupees. Owing to the large balance left over 
for collection from the previous year, out of the total rental demand of over nine 
lakhs, Rs. 23,815 was suspended and an unsuspended balance of Rs. ^,801 
remained due at the close of the year. Forest income declined owing to the 
depression in the trade in forest produce caused by the war, but progress was 
made with the preparation of working-plans and the training of the forest staff. 

The gross expenditure amounted to over twelve and a half lakhs of rupees, and 
the incidence of the cost of management on gross income of the estates rose from 
fifteen to sixteen per cent. Out of current income the sum of Rs. 1,36,253 was 
devoted to liquidation of debts, and the total amount of debt was reduced from 
Rs. 8,41,127 to Rs. 7,07,912. Home-iarm cultivation was carried on in uility- 
six estates with results which varied from a profit of Rs, 8-8-3 ^ ^ 7 

per acre, a larger number of estates showing a loss than in the previous year. 

The education of minor wards and their relatives recaved due attention and senior 
wards or their heirs received practical training by their association in the manage- 
ment of estate affairs. 

11. The number of offences reported to the PoUce in 1915 was 42,046 as Police, 
compared with 38,974 in the previous year. The increase, which was mainly 
imder thefts and house-breakings, was due to the conditions of the year, 

the chief factors being high prices, shortage of money and the prevalence of 
plague, and in part to the continued improvement in the reporting and registration 
of crime. Steady improvement was mamtained in methods of investigation and 
discretion was correctly exercised in the matter of undertaking or reusing 
investigation of reports. The percentage of successful prosecutions showed 
a slight increase. There was an increase in the number of recruits enlisted and 
a decrease in the number of resignations and desertions, but the number of vacan- 
cies in the force was still high. The main difficulty is the inadequacy of the pay of 
the rank and file and to remedy this state of affmrs a scheme for the revision of the 
pay and prospects of the lower ranks was submitted to the Government of India. 

The improvement in the relations between the police and the people was wdll 
maintained. 
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12. The total number of offences before the Courts m 1915 was 40,246 as 
against 43,896 in 1914, the number of cases returned as true falling from 32,383 
to 30,079. The decrease was mainly under complaint cases and was due to the 
adverse economic conditions prevmling for part of the year, which discouraged 
expenditure on petty criminal litigation. The number of cases chsmissed under 
Section 203 ot the Criminal Procedure Code decreased from 9,017 to 7,944. The 
strength of the Magistracy increased by i x and the percentage of magisterial cases 
disposed of by Stipendiary Magistrates was 72 5, the remainder being dealt with by 
Honorary and Special Magistrates. The average duration of trials in all Courts 
decreased from 19 to 185 days. There was a substantial decrease in the total 
number of appeals for decision in all Courts except that of the Judicial Commissioner, 
and there was a distinct increase in the proportion of cases in which the sentence of 
the Lower Court was upheld. The percentages of convicted persons sentenced to 
whipping, fine and iin]«’isonmenl were 4 5, 70 3 and 25*2, respectively. 

13 The number of persons admitted to Jail in 1915 was 10 815 as compared 
with 10,175 ’ll .be pii^vioaS yeai and ihero was an increase in the di’Iy e rerage Jail 
population from 3,846 to 4, 136 In spite of the large increase in the Jail population, 
a good SL&te of d‘s>cipllne was maintauied and the number of prison offences and 
punishments aw a’ ded showed a substantial fall. The improvement in the health 
of the prisoners, w hich w as a feature of the last two years, received a check and 
the rate of deaths per mille rose from i2'48 to 1886. The average cost of 
maintenance of each prisoner fell on account of the increase of the Jail population 
from Rs 106-15-1 to Rs 99-6-5, but, owing to reduced profits from the sale of 
Jail manufactures, the net cost to Government per prisoner rose by Rs. 9. 

14 The post of fourth Judge ’n th» J idicial Commissioner’s Court, which 
was originally created as a temporary measure, was made permanent. The 
number of suits instituted m 1915 was 110502, an increase of 12,880 over the 
figures of the p’^evious year The marked variation is due to the fact that in the 
preceding year litigation was depressed by ’u ifavourable agricultural and economic 
conditions, while in 1915 the situation improv cd and business revived. The average 
value of suits remained almost st' tic nary in the Central Provinces, but in Berar it 
declined somew’hat Owing to the large \ ^ ume of institutions the pending files 
showed a substantial increase, but the nt iher of suits pending over six months 
was appreciably reduced. There was a 31 'tantial decrease in the total number 
of appeals, except in Berar There was r .1 ther fall in the duration of original 
suits. 


15. The total number of re^stratio ij effected in 1915 showed a fall from 
92,601 to 80,553 3.nd the aggregate va’ e of the property affected in the whole 
Prownce declined from 566 lakhs to lakhs of rupees In the first eight 
months of the year the volume of registra^ciis fell by 18 per cent as compared 
with that of the corresponding period of .h • prewus year, but, consequent on tibe 
recovery in trade, the number of registrati'ns in the remaining four months showed 
an increase of 14 per cent as compared t.Ith the corresponding period of 1914. 
Seventy-three per cent of the sales of oilages and shares of villages were in 
favour of agriculturists as against seventy -one per cent in 1914. 

16. The number of Municipalities remamed unaltered during 1915-16, 
vhile the only changes in constitution were in Nagpur, where revised 
election rules were brought into force and the ninnber of elected memb^ 
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of the Committee rose by four, and in the Arvi and Bilaspur Munici- 
palities, where additions were made to the number of elected members. The 
total income, excluding debt and extraordinary recdpts, fell from Rs. 33,09, 1 75 
to Rs. 33,90,763 , if Government contributions be left out of consideration* 
however, the real income from Municipal resources increased from Rs. 36,55,151 
to Rs 27,84,564 Octroi receipts showed a rise of nearly Rs. 42,000 and other 
taxes of about Rs 85,000 Government contributions amounted to a little over 
five laks and about three-fourths of this sum consisted of grants for Sanitary 
purposes The total expenditure amounted to Rs. 36,44,486, a little less than in 
1914-15; while the expenditure on water-supply decreased, the outlay on 
Sanitation and Education increased. The total closing balances amounted to 
Rs 10,93,611, a decrease of about Rs. 80,000. The minimum balances 
prescribed tor Municipalities were revised during the year, and the large balances 
in some Municipalities were due to the accumulation of a reserve for special 
objects. Eighteen Municipalities were indebted to Government on account of 
loans to the extent of Rs 26,69,763 in all ; the financial position of all these 
Municipalities was satisfactory 

1 7. There w as no change in the constitution or number of District Councils District 
or Local Boards during the year 1915-16. Income and expenditure rose by ^ 

Rs 93.000 and Rs. 3,85,000, respectively. Government contributions for Educa- Boards, 
tion and Civil Works increased by Rs 98,000 and amounted to nearly 16 lakhs 
ol rupees The income under Local Rates increased by Rs. 37,000, while 
Cattle-pound and Bazar cess receipts fell by Rs 21,000 and Rs 18,000, 
respectively There was a considerable increase of expenditure under each of 
the three important heads, “ Education,” “ Medical and Sanitation ” and “ Civil 
Works The percentage of total income expended on Public Instruction was 
3 1 in the Central Provinces and 35 in Bcrar Closing balances were 3^ lakhs 
less than at the end of the previous year ; the measures taken in Berar resulted 
in a substantial reduction of the excessive balances of District Boards and a 
programme of road construction w’as drawn up which will to a large extent absorb 
the surplus funds of these bodies. 

18. Vlthough the continuance of financial stringency in 1915-16 prevented Agriculture, 
the inauguration of any new' projects on a large scale, the equipment of the new 

farm at Bctul ivas completed and experimental farms were opened at Chandkhuri 
in the Raipur District and at Kawardha The course of instruction at the Agricul- 
tural College w as n'modallcd and the introduction of the new curriculum attracted a 
larger number ot students The completion ol the Agricultural Research Institute 
gave a stimulus to research ; the season was a favourable one for the Department’s 
field work and some useful results were obtained on the ten Government farms 
both in experiment and demonstration, and large quantities of selected seed were 
distributed from them In connection with the development of irrigation in the 
Province, which depends largely on the Agricultural Department, valuable work 
w.is done in investigating the most economical and profitable methods of 
supplying wrater and in demonstrating the results in the areas commanded by the 
important irrigation works now approaching completion. The operations of the 
agricultural unions and seed farms maintained in association with the Co-operative 
movement, which have proved the best medium for the distribution of pure 
seed, continued to expand ; in the Northern Circle alone the area of certified 
seed farms exceeded 6,000 acres, while it is estimated that at least one-third of 
the cotton area of the Province was sown wdth the improved Rosea seed which 
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emanated from the Akola Farm and owes its distribution to the local unions and 
seed farms. The expenditure on the Department amounted to lour and a half 
lakhs of rupees, an increase of only Rs. 13,469 over the previous year. 

19. The conditions of the year 1915-16 were more lavourahle for 
Co-operative Societies than in the previous )car and the ’vovi'ment made 
substantial progress and consolidated its position. The number oi societies rose 
from 3,297 ^0 3,685, membership from 44,08.^ to 60,538 and the working 
capital from 72 1 lakhs to 87 lakhs of rupees The Provincial Hank had a 
successful year ; its working capital increased from 13J lakhs to 16^ l.akhs of 
rupees and a dividend of 4 per cent was declared. The Central Banks, which 
numbered 29 as in tht‘ pre»'ious vear, .strengthened their fiiiancial position ; their 
working capital increased from Rs. 29,37,461 lo Rs, 36.20,726 and they owned 
24 per cent of their capital. The number of rural societies rose irom 2,154 
2.412 and their membership from 36,981 to 4c».Q9S 

20. The year 1915-16 was an exceptionalh healthy one for cattlv* -, the 
mortality from rinderpest showed a decrease of nearly 64 per cent from the previous 
year’s figure, while the mortality from all diseases was little mon* than two-thirds 
of that in 1914-15. At the same time the activities of the Department and the 
confidence of the people in its work steadily increased and the total number of 
cases treated, excluding inoculations, rose lo well over a quarter of a million. The 
expenditure incurred by the Wterinary Department rose from Rs. 2,10,555 to 
Rs. 2,21,288. 

21. The general average rainfall in the Central Provinces in 1915 was 49'oS 
inches as compared with an average of 48’35 for the past 48 years, and in Berai 
33‘5 2 inches against a twenty-two ) ears’ average of 3191 In the fa\ curable 
conditions of the season, the area under kharif crops in the Central Provinct'S 
expanded by 336.816 acres, or by 3 per cent, while there was a slight Increase in 
Berar. The area occupied by juar increased bv no less than 20 per cent in the 
Central Pro\’inces and by 1 1 per cent in Berar and the area under rice also 
rose considerably in the former area, w’hile the area occupied by cotton 
shrank by 25 per cent in the Central Provinces and by 10 per cent in Berar. 
The rabi area of the Province as a whole increased by 171,032 acres or by 
2 per cent. The area under wheat and wheat-gram in the Central Provinces 
amounted to 3,346,331 acres, an increase of 5 per ('ent 

22. The area under the control of the Forest Department decreased by one 
square mile, and the percentage of Resented Forests on the total area of the 
Central Provinces and Berar was 19’ 7. Of the total forest area of 19,666 square 
miles, 15.212 square miles were managed under regularly sanctioned working- 
plans. while new plans were in preparation for 1 .980 square miles. The total 
number of Forest offences rose and an increase was recorded in every circle and 
under every head, particularly under the head of unauthorised grazing. Fire 
protection was attempted over 10,920 square miles, and 97 per cent of this area 
was successfully protected at an average cost of Rs. 9-4-7 per square mile. The 
area subject to systematic exploitation increased by 20,646 acres. The number 
of cattle grazed in Government Forest fell by 103,709 ; the fall, which occurred in 
the Berar and Northern Circles, was attributed chiefly to the plentiful supply’ of 
village fodder. The gross revenue fell from Rs. 32,73,539 in i 9 i 4''^5 
Rs. 32,20,755, and the expenditure from Rs. 18,80,927 to Rs. 16,95,026 ; the 
net revenue of Rs. 15,25,729, representing 47 per cent of the gross revenue, W’as 
the hugest yet record^ 
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23. One new coal mine was opened during; 1915 and the total number Mines and 
of collieries working in the Pro^^ncc rose to twelve. The proAnticial output of coal Q'***’*^®®' 
increased from 244, 745 tons in 1914 10253,118 tons, and the general average 

price at the pit-head was Rs. 4-4-6 per ton, a little less than that of the previous 
year. The manganese mining industry did not recover from the serious set-back 
caused by the outbreak of the war until the latter half of 1915, when demand 
for the ore became keen, mainly for the manufacture of munitions. The 
provincial output for the year 19x5 fell from 510,936 tons to 352,969 tons, and its 
value from Rs. 22,02,272 to Rs, 14,59,448. The output of lime-stone and iron ore 
showed a ver}' large decrease. The average number of workers employed in mines 
was 14,296 against 18,294 in 19x4. 

24. The total number of factories rose from 438 in 19x4 to 450, of which Ma&ttfactures, 
twenty -six remained closed during the year; 431 factories w ere engaged in the 

cotton industr}’. The totjil number of operatives employed was 48,846 against 
47,159 in the previous year. 

25. Provincial trade in the year ending on the 31 st March 1916 made a Trade, 
great recovery from the depression caused in the prewus year by the outbreak 

of war. Omitting animals and treasure, the total rail-borne traffic of the year 
amounted to million maunds valued at 35^ crores of rupees, as compared 

with 56-^ million maunds valued at 28^ crores of rupees in the year previous. 

The bulk of imports increased from 25 to nearly 30^ million maunds and 
the value rose from to 13I crores of rupees. The principal increases in 
imports w'ere under sugar and manufactured cotton, while there was a noticeable 
decrease under imported metals. Exports rose in bulk from 31I to 39^^ million 
matnds and in value from i6 to 2i|^ crores of rupees. The largest increase in 
exports was under raw cotton, while there were striking increases under the heads 
of grain and pulse, oil-seeds, manufactured cotton goods and manganese. The 
increase in the export of raw cotton was due to the fact that much of the previous 
year’s produce was held back owing to the poor prices then prevailing, to the 
larger yield of the crop in 1915-16 and to the important rise in market value 
throughout the season. 

26. The year was one of considerable activity in the Public Works Depart- Public Wwln» 
ment, and the total expenditure, though less than that of 1914- 15, when the record 

figure of 87 lakhs of rupees was reached, amounted to more than 77 lakhs. The 
outlay on Provincial works accounted for nearly 6^ lakhs of the total, and of this 
sum Rs. 31,73,655 was spent on original works. Large sums were spent on 
buildings for almost every department of the Administration ; in particular, the 
requirements of the Education Department absorbed nearly six lakhs of rupees, 
while sums of over three and a half lakhs and two and a half lakhs were expended 
for the Police Department and the Department of Law and Justice, respectively. 

The expenditure on communications amounted to nearly 28J kikhs, including a 
sum of over 12 lakhs for original works. Satisfactory progress was made on 
the lines of communication under construction and under improvement. Steady 
progress was made with the construction of the water-works and drainage 
schemes undertaken by the Public Works Department for Municipalities, the 
most important of which is the drainage scheme for Nagpur. 

27. Although the monsoon of 1915 gave abundant and well distributed Irrigfatioo. 
rainfall, the area irrigated by the Irrigation- Department during the year 1915-16 
increased from 44,405 to 52,300 acres. The total revenue demand was 
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Rs. 1,67,371, of which Rs. 1.36.287 was collected during the year. The 
expenditure on Protective works was 190 Iskhs of rupees, on Productive works over 
36 lakhs and on Minor works sf lakhs. Good progress was made during the 
year on the important canal and reservoir projects under construction. The main 
canal of the Mahanadi project ttas pushed on towards completion and a beginning 
VI as made with irrigation from this work 

Revenue and 38 Imperial revenue in the year 1915-16 amounted to nearly 126^^ lakhs 

of rupees and expenditure to nearly 71 1 lakhs, as compared v\ith nearly ii 8}- 
lakhs and over 70I lakhs in the preceding year. The receipts under thi* heads 
" Land Revenue ’’ and " Stamps ” increased considerably, while Kxeise revenue 
.showed a marked fall ; at the same time there was a decrease of four and 
three-quarter Ukhs under the head “Transfers betwirn Imperial and Provincial ”. 
Provincial revenue, including an opening balanci* ol ()7l lakhs, amounted to over 
386^ lakhs, and expenditure to 286J lakhs, leaving a ('losing kilance of over 100^ 
lakhs. The receipts and expenditure oifhevear were three and a half lakhs and 
eighteen and three-quarter lakhs, respectively, less than the figures of the previous 
year. In receipts apart Irom the f.ill under the head “Transfers between Imperial 
and Prorincial ”, the chief variations were a dt'creasi* of seven and a half lakhs 
under “ Excise " and increases ot four and a half l.ikhs and a lakh and a half 
under the heads “ Land Revenue ” and “ Stamps ”. respectively In expenditure 
the most noticeable variations were the large decreases und(‘r “ Civil Works ”, 
" Reduction or Avoidance of Debt “ Irrigation Minor M’orks " .uul “ Forest ”, 
.ind the substantial incn*ases under the heads “ Police ” and “ Education” 

Vital Statistics! 39. The birth-rate ol 1915 which lt*ll to 47‘95 per mille. the lowest 

recorded since 1904. reflects the unhealthiness ol the pn ceding year. The 
d('ath-rate, however. dccHn< d from 3669 to .55’9t per iniHe against rhe 
quinquennial me in of 37’77 per mille The jwoportion o' in'antile to total 
mortality was 56 per cent, an improvement (jf q per ''ent ,'is I'ompared with 
the previous year Tlu' morlality remained high under all dist'ases except 
cholera and small-pox Pligue wa'^ prevalent .nnd ^Jused ov(‘r 30,000 deaths, 
and the number of inoculations against plague ros-- Irom 7.994 to 71,421. The 
fever mortality again increased and dysenterv .tnd diarrhne.i were responsible for 
a high mortality. 

BaigrAtion. 30. The recruitment ol coolies by contractors vv.is abolished at the close 

of the previous year by the amendment of the Assam Labour and Emigration 
Act and operations were confined to the sardari systt'm. .\t the same time, 
as agricultural prospects were good and there was an unfailing local demand for 
labour, the conditions in 1915-16 were unfavourable for (‘migration. The number 
of recruiting agents fell from 4,402 to 3,898 and Ibc' number of coolies recruited 
from 6,113 to 3,600. A large part of the labour recruited was, .as usual, drawn 
from the adjoimng Native States. 

Medical Relief. 31. There was a net increase in the number of hospitals and dispensaries 
during the year from 273 to 281. Of this number 31 were maintained by the 
State, 173 by Local BoiiUes and 28 by Railways, the remainder being mther 
private or State-aided institutions. The total number of patients treated at 
dispaisaries was 1,802,778 as compared with 1,746,424 in the previous year. 
The number of surreal operations performed rose from 49,029 to 49,978. 
The total receipts decreased by three-quarters of a lakh to Rs. 13,44,702, the 



general summary an 

decrease being accounted for by the reduction in the Government contributioiu 
The total expenditure amounted to Rs. 9,14,435, an increase of Rs. 4,250 over 
the figure of the previous year. 

32. Good progress was made during the year in the construction of Sanitary San it attin. 
works and the examination of new projects. The most important water-works 
schemes under construction were those of Akola, Arvi, Buldana and Damoh. The 
principal drainage schemes on which work was in progress were those of Nagpur 

and Harda. Steady progress was made in the improvement of the sanitation of 
Municipal towns. The provisions of the Village Sanitation Act were extended 
to six -villages during the year. 

33. The total number of vaccination operations performed in British territory V a ccin a H oa. 
was 599,959, a decrease of 2,684 ^.s compared with 1914- 15. The decrease, 

which was confined to primary vaccinations, was attributed to the prevalence 
of plague and the low birth-rate. The mortality from small-pox showed a 
marked decrease and was 865 as against 3,133 in the preceding year. In 
Municipal towns the number of infants successfully vaccinated was 27,270, or 93 
per cent of the children available, an increase of two per cent over the preceding 
year. The total expenditure was Rs. 1,21,858 against Rs. 95,604 in the previous 
year, and the cost of each successful vaccination rose from Re. 0-2-6 to 
Re. 0-3-3, the increase being due to the improvement in the pay of the staff 
and ad(htions to the establishment. . The special buildings for the Central Vaccine 
Dep6t were not completed, but the Dep6t in its existing accommodation was 
able to supply seven districts with excellent lymph. 

34. The year’s figures show an increase of 37 in the number of schools and EducaHoo, 
2,715 in the number of pupils, which is considerably less than the increase effected 

in the two preceding years. In the Primary stage the number of schools and 
pupils actually decreased ; the decline in attendance was confined to the Lower 
Primary stage and was due to the prevalence of epidemic disease and in part 
to the measures taken to remove habitual absentees from the rolls and to reduce 
unwieldy classes within the limits imposed by staff and accommodation. At the 
close of the year educational institutions of all kinds numbered 4.566 and the total 
number of scholars was 350.381. The percentage of the number of scholars to 
the total population of school-going age was 16-79 as compared with 16-65 in the 
preceding year. The administration and progress of the Colleges was satisfactory, 
and in the course of the year the Morris College at Nagpur was taken under direct 
Government control. The number of students attending Colleges increased by 67, 

The increase in the number of pupils attending High Schools was well maintained, 
but the rate of increase in Middle Schools was less marked than in the preceding 
year. One new High School was opened and the number of pupils in High 
Schools mcreased by 561, while the number of Middle Schools rose by three 
and the number of pupils in this stage by 779. A revised Grant-in-aid Code was 
introduced with the object of securing the most effective distribution of available 
funds. The number of Primary Schools decreased by 24 and the number of 
pupils by 1,128, owing to the closure, for want of support, of a number of schools 
in Berar. Female education continued to make gradual progress. The number 
of girls attending ^Is’ schools rose from 19,006 to 19,356, the bulk of the 
increase bang in the Primary stage, while the number of ^rls in the Primary 
stage atten^ng boys' schools rose to 15,169. 




PART 11 

CHAPTER I 

PHYSICAL AND POLITICAL GEOGRAPHY 


At pages I to 54 of the Administration Report for 191 1-12 will be found an 
account of the following subjects drawn up for standard reference : — 

I— PHYSICAL FEATURES OF THE COUNTRY, AREA, CLIMATE 

AND CHIEF STAPLES 

2— HISTORICAL SUMMARY 

3— FORM OF ADMINISTRATION 

4— CHARACTER OF LAND TENURES 

5— SYSTEM OF SURVEY AND SETTLEMENT 

6— CIVIL DIVISIONS OF BRITISH TERRITORY 

7— DETAILS OF THE LAST CENSUS, TRIBES AND LANGUAGES 


8— CHANGES IN THE ADMINISTRATION 

2. The Hon’ble Sir Benjamin Robertson, K C S I., K C M G., C I.E., 
I.C S , LL D , held charge of the office of Chief Commissioner throughout the 
year under report. 


CHANGES IN 
THE ADMINIS* 
TRATION 


9— RELATIONS WITH FEUDATORY STATES 

[Report on the Adminiitration of the Feudatoij States of the Cential Pto\ince'! for the year 1915.I 


RELATIONS 

WITH 

PEODATORT 

STATES 


3 The Nandgaon and Korea States remained under management by General. 
Government owdng to the minority of the Feudatory Chiefs. Management of 
the Chhuikhadan State was relinquished and the Chief, Mahant Budhar Kishore 
Dass, was installed on the gaddi by the Chief Commissioner at a Darbar held at 
Raipur early in the year and assumed charge of the administration of the State 
Raja Liladhar Singh was also installed as Feudatory Chief of Sakti in succession 
to his adoptive-father, and Raja Lai Bahadur Singh, Feudatory Chief of Khaira- 
garh, was invested wdth full powers The Feudatory Chief of Kanker married the 
daughter of Lai Sheonarayan Deo of the Khariar Zamindari. Liberal contribu- 
■tions were made by the Chiefs to the various War Relief Funds. The Chief 
Commissioner visited the Raigarh, Sarangarh and Nandgaon States during the 
year. 


4. The monsoon of 1915 w'as well sustained and gave ample and evenly Rainfall and 
distributed rain, the aggregate rainfall on the whole comparing favourably with Crops, 
that of the previous year. There was an extension of the cultivated area in some 

States. In Makrai the spring crops suffered from the absence of rain at the 
close of the previous year, v hile of the autumn crops the rice crop in Sakti was 
damaged to some extent by insect pests and the cotton crops in Kawardha and 
Kh^agarh gave a poor outturn owbg to excessive rain. With these exceptions 
the harvests were good in most of the States. 

5. Trade was generally inormal, except in Kanker and Jashpur, where the Trade, 
export of forest produce was adversely affected by the conditions arising out of 

the war ; the position m Raigarh improved and trade was brisk. Large quantities 
of food-grains were exported from Bastar and Sakti to Native States and British 
districts, and the local prices were high m consequence. Labour was ample, 

^except in Khairagarh, where the shortage reported in the previous year continued, 
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while wages remained generally good. In the Korea State a prospecting license 
was granted to the firm of Messrs. Tata, Sons &, Co. with a view to the develop- 
ment of the resources of the local coal-field. 


Condition of 5^ The year was peaceful and the general cojidition of the people was 

tne people. satisfactory. The price of food-grains continued to increase in several States, and 
especially in Jashpur, where there was scarcity during the rainy season, but no 
distress was reported an)n^’here; in Kawardha alone prices declined to some 
extent. Sufficient employment was available everywhere and the rate of wages 
advanced in two States. The public health rvas less satisfactory^ than in the 
previous year. Outbreaks of cholera occurred in Raigarh and the \Vestem States 
and the disease assumed a virulent form in Kawardha, while small-pox appeared 
in Surguja and Chhuikhadan and caused a number of deaths in jashpur. The 
mortality from malaria was high in Raigarh and Xandgaon. Cattle disease was 
prevalent in Chhuikhadan and in some ullages in Bastar and Kanker. 

Finance. 7. The financial condition of the States was generally entirely sound. 

Changbhakar alone showed an adverse balance, but the State repaid the first 
instalment of the loan of Rs. 3.000 which was granted in the previous year to tide 
over a season of scarcity. 

Land Revenue. 8. There was an increase in the land revenue demand of nine States. The 
demand for the most part was easily realised in full or with trifling arrears. In 
three States only, namely, Surguja, Jashpur and Alakrai, were the outstandings con- 
siderable, and in Surgu]a, U^pur and Raigarh alone were coercive processes 
resorted to in a few cases. Agricultural loans were advanced in Bastar, Raigarh, 
Sakti, Nandgaon and Korea. A keen demand for land was reported in Sarangarh 
and Sakti 


Settlement. g. A regular settlement was completed in Sarangarh, and in Khairagarh 

settlement was concluded and announcement made in 21 1 villages. Settlement 
operations continued in progress in Raigarh and were completed in 98 villages, 
while a beginning \’ias made with a settlement in Sakti. The settlement of three 
tahsils of the Bastar State uas further extended and the resettlement of certain 
ullages in Changbhakar was postponed. The boundary disputes between Korea 
and Surguja and between Surguja and Jashpur were enquired info by a special 
officer and were finally decided , the dispute between Khairagarh and Xan^aon 
was also settled. Disputes betu een the Bastar State and the Madras Presi- 
dency^ and between the Sarangarh State and the Sambalpur District remained 
undecided, and the disputes between the Jashpur and Raigarh States and the _ 
Gangpur State in Bihar and Orissa were awaiting settlement by a special officer 
at the close of the year, while a dispute arose between the Xandgaon State and 
the Chowki Zamindari of the Drug District. 

Criminal^ Law 10. The number of offences brought before the Courts increased in eight 

and Justice. States, while in the remaining States the number fell. Twenty -eight cases of 
heinous crime were reported in six States, of which twelve, including two cases of 
murder,^ occurred in Kanker alone. The number of Criminal Courts decreased 
by two in Bastar and Raigarh and increased by two in Surguja and Korea, while 
one additioi^ Court was constituted in Udaipur. Two more Civil Courts were 
established in Sur|;uja and the same number abolished in Bastar. Civil litigation 
rose considerably in Bastar and Nandgaon, but there was no marked fluctuation 
in criminal statistics. 

Jails* II- The number of adnussions to Jails showed a small increase on the 

whole as compared with the previous year. In most States the health of the 
prisoners was satisfactory, but the mortality in the Jails of the Bastar, Surguja, 
Jashpur and Nandgaon States exceeded that of the preceding year and was 
distinctly high in the case of the two former. The Jail premises were extended 
at Khairagarh by the completion of a new barrack for prisoners. In Sakti the 
manufacture of carpets and tai'fatti', which was introduced y®Ar, was 
abandoned in favour of the manufacture of newar ; while in Korea yam mamifac- 
ture and carptotry were adopted as Jail industries during the year. 
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12. In nearly all States forest income suffered a considerable decline from FEOtoATOWr 
the figures of the previous year, the fall being most marked in the case of the S TATE S » 
Ranker State. The decline was principally due to the absence of a market for Forests, 
forest produce, such as lac, harra and hides, owing to conditions connected with 
the war ; in Bastar, on the other hand, a remarkable improvement was effected 
in forest revenue. Two candidates were deputed from the latter State for a 
course of forestry at the Provincial Forest School at Balaghat and one passed out 
of the School successfully. Minor offences were again frequent in the Saran- 
garh State and largely exceeded the number of the previous year. 


13. In ten out of the fifteen States there was an increase in excise revenue. Excise. 
In Makrai the receipts again declined and this result is attributed to an unfavour- 
able harvest. The number of shops in Changbhakar, Jashpur and Sakti fell by 
two in each case. In Bastar, although the number of shops for excisable gooC& 
decreased by 51, excise receipts exceeded those of the previous year. In 
Surguja the collection of excise revenue fell short of the demand for the year by 
over Rs. 30,000. No change was made in the excise system of any of the States 
during the year. Smuggling of baluchar ganja from Sambalpur District into the 
Raigarh and Sarangarh States continued, whue in Changbhakar opium smugghng 
was again reported and the illicit cultivation of ganja was suspected in parts 
of the State. Offences against the Excise law numbered eight in Khairagarh, five 
in Nandgaon and two in Korea. 


14. Education contmued to receive due attention, and expenditure in this Educatioii. 
department rose during the year in all the States, except Jashpur, Sakti and 
Makrai. There was a small increase on the whole in the number of pupils 
receiving instruction in the schools, and the number of schools open rose by 
six during the year, new schools being opened in Bastar, Udaipur, Rmgarn, 

Sarangarh and Chhuikhadan (one each), Sakti and Khairagarh (three each), 
and Changbhakar (two) and six schools being closed in Nandgaon and one 
in Ranker. The advance in female education was well maintained m the Ranker, 

Sarangarh and Nandgaon States and good progress was achieved in the 
Raigarh State. In Ranker practical encouragement is given to education by 
the selection of successful pupils from the local schools for appointments in 
the State service. In Nandgaon particular attention was directed to physical 
instruction in the schools b;)r means of organized games, and the local High 
School achieved creditable success in this department. The new building of 
the Natwar Hi^ School at Raigarh was formally opened by the Chief 
Commissioner. Eight candidates were sent from Sarangarh to the Government 
iHigh School at Raipur at the expense of the State. 


’ 15. Seven of the States, increased their expenditure on public works, while two Public Wcurks. 

maintained the same expenditure. In the Raigarh State the installation of the 
water-works at head-quarters again absorbed a large part of the total expenditure. 

In Khairagarh ten buildings of public utility were completed, while in Ranker the 
construction of the Kanker-Sambalpur road was in progress, and in Surguja a new 
building for the State High School was in course of construction at Ambikapur. 

In the Sakti State a small irrigation tank was completed during the year. 


10— CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE 


CONDITION OF 
THE PEOPLE 


16. The monsoon of 1915 broke rather late, but was well sustained and The Season, 
gave more than the average rainfall. In the last week of June suflBcient and 
well-distributed rain enabled a good start to be made with the sowing of the 
kharif crops. The rainfall during July, August and September was seasonable 
and, though slight damage was done to cotton and juar in some parts by heavy 
and continuous rain and to the rice crop in Chhattisgarh by insect pests, the 
condition of the standing crops was generally excellent all over the Province. 

Good rain fell in the first half of OctoW, followed by showers later in the 
month. The important food crops, rice and juar, and millets gave a yield 
considerably above the normal, and the outturn of cotton and til also, though 
suffering from excessive ramfall towards the close of the monsoon, was a hme 
Above the normal. The outturn of the kharif harvest as a whole for the Central 
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It Provinces and Berar ranged from 90 to 128 per cent of the normal. The season 
CONOmoN OF was favourable for the rabi sowings and the cold weather showers in November 
TBBPTOPLB December improved the prospects of the growing crops. January and the 
first part of Febmary were practically rainless, but in the middle of the latter 
month there was light rainfall which benefited the standing crops, though some 
damage was caused by cloudy weather, rust and frost. The wheat har\’est 
gave a normal outturn, while the outturn of gram and linseed fell a little short of 
the normal j the rabi harv^est as a whole ranged from 90 to 100 per cent of the 
normal standard. The total outturn of the kharif and rabi harvests together 
for the whole Protince represented 112 per cent of the normal. The good yield 
of the harvest brought a reduction in the price of food grains The price of juar 
and wheat fell by 17 and 19 per cent, respectively, though the latter still 
remained well in excess of the pre-war rates, while gram and millets also became 
cheaper. On the other hand, the price of cotton advanced over 50 per cent 
and almost reached the level existing before the ^^a^, while linseed also fetched 
a better price owing to increased demand for export. The supply of fodder 
and water was sufficient throughout the Pro\ince. 

Favoured bv the character of the season, the condition of agriculturists, 
especially the cultivating tenants and farm labourers, w as prosperous everywhere. 
Food became cheaper and ^\ith an unfailing demand for I.ibour wages ruled 
fairly high. At the same time with reviving confidence trade made a marked 
recover)- from the slump caused by the outbreak of war The position ol the 
weaving classes, whose trade had sufiered most s(*\erely from the general depression, 
was restored by the remarkable change produced in the economic condition of 
the cotton tracts, on which their market depends, by the satisl.ictory outturn 
of the cotton crop and the highly remunerative prices obtained for it. and by 
the end of 1915 it was possible to close down the operation-! which had been 
organised for their relief. In public health the year was less happy ; the 
birth-rate fell to 47 ‘95 per mille, the lowest since 1904, while the death-rate 
stood at 35'9i per mille, a little lower than in the previous year. The heavy late 
rainfall, the general pre\alence of plague and epidemics of malaria were 
contributing causes of the high mortalit), while the birth-rate was affected by the 
imhealthy conditions which prevailed in the previous jear 
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17. The total demand of land revenue on the roll in the Central Provinces Central 
rose from Rs, 1,00,09,901 on the ist October 1914 to Rs, 1,01,17,387 on the Provincea. 
1st October 1915, the increase of just over a lakh being mainly due to settlement 
operations in the Saugor and Nagpur Districts. The net demand for collection, 
excluding remissions amounting to Rs. 61,530 granted principally in the Jubbulpore 
District on account of hail ana rust, was Rs. 99,67,998, of which Rs. 99,21,854 

was realised, leaving an unsuspended balance of Rs. 46,144. The demand on 
account of arrears was Rs. 12,58,6^6, the bulk of which was due to suspensions in 
the Jubbulpore and Chhattisgarh Divisions owing to the failure of crops in the 
pre^dous year; of this Rs. 2,87,513 was remitted almost entirely in the Jubbulpore 
District, and Rs. 2,09,346 was allowed to remain suspended, principally in the 
Damoh and Mandla Districts, leniency being shown in these areas m view of the 
unfavourable rabi crops of the past few years. The remainder was collected except 
for an unsuspended balance of Rs. 8,067. The arrears in the Chhattisgarh 
Division w'ere collected in full. As regards land revenue not on the roll and miscel- 
laneous land revenue, there is little which calls for comment ; the latter shows 
a decrease of over a lakh which took place mainly in the Nimar District, where the 
receipts in the previous" year were inflated by the sale of malik-sirkar plots. The 
arrears due from the Mohpani Colliery on account of royalty, referred to in last 
year’s Administration Report, which amounted to Rs. 1,1 1,38a, were realised in full. 

18. There were no arrears for the previous year to be realised. The Berar. 
demand on account of fixed collections increased from Rs. 91,21,570 to 

Rs. 91,28,168, the increase being mainly due to the imposition of the second 
instalment of the deferred assessments m the Pusad Taluq, and the demand was 
realised practically in full. Fluctuatmg collections fell from Rs. 85,959 to 
Rs. 44,075 and miscellaneous from Rs. 1,68,208 to Rs. 1,15,525. The receipts 
under the former head were inflated in the preceding year by temporary 
causes, while the fall under the latter head is due to decreased receipts from fees 
in connection with the Record-of-Rights owing to the fact that fewer Sub-diviaons 
were dealt with than in 1913-14. 

19. In the Central Provinces the number of coercive processes issued Coercive 
showed a considerable increase over the previous year, but hardly more than processes, 
might have been expected m view of the heavy arrears both of Land Revenue 

and Agricultural Loans which were due for collection and of the moderate outturn 
of the crops ; possibly also the liberal grant of suspensions in the previous years 
led malguzars to hope that delay in payment would lead to further suspension or 
remission. In Berar, the conmtions of the year with a moderate crop, a low 
price for cotton and a tight money market, were such that some difiiculty might 
have been expected in the collection of land revenue, but the revenue was 
collected with very little more trouble than usual ; out of 1,156 attachment orders 
issued, attachment was effected in only 97 cases and sale was actually carried out 
in 12 cases only, the record for the Buldana District again being particularly 
satisfactory. 
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30. The Government Loan Account of the Central Provinces and Berar 
(Principal) is shown in the following statement. The figures are for the financial 
year ending the 31st March 1916 : — 


Statement showing the Loan Account of the Central Provinces and Berar 
(PrincifaV for the financial year ending the 315^ March 1916. 




1 Under the Agriculturists* 

Under the Land Improvement 




Loans Act. 

Loans Act. 



With 

Without 

With 

Without 



interest. 

interest. 

lnte^e^t. 

interest. 



R-<. 

a. p. 

Rs. a. p. 

Rs. a. p. 

Rs. A, p. 

Outstanding at the commencement of 

the 

15.74 971 

0 zo 

31 12 9 

*577358 *5 9 ‘ 


year, i\ on the xst April 19x5. 







Remitted during the year X9X5-X6 

... 

206 

3 7| 

1 

... 

3.806 9 7 


Collected do. do. 


9,48 581 

8 2 j 

0 

0 

3.54581 8 6 

1 

... 

Advanced do. do. 

... 

562.948 

4 xo 

... 

1.43584 *3 ^ 

... 

Outstanding at the close of the year, 1. 

, on 

11.s9.131 

9 

X4 12 9 

*3-6i 535 10 10 

••• 

the 31st March 1916. 








Central 21. Advances under the Agriculturists’ Loans Act and Land Improvement 

Frorinccs. Loans Act during the revenue year 1914-13 amounted to just over seven and 
a half lakhs and one lakh, respectively, as compart'd with nearly thirteen and 
a half and eight lakhs of rupees in the preceding year. The total demand for 
collection, including arrears and interest, was nineteen and onti-third lakhs. As in 
the case of land revenue collection a lenient policy w as follow ed. and while fifteen 
lakhs w'as realised, four and one-third lakhs was suspended : of the balance, 
Rs. 3.294 was remitted and a lakh and a half remained overdue. Considering 
the character of the season, these results were, on the whole, not unsatisfactory. 
The net result of the year’s working was a small profit to Government of 
Rs. 53,821. 

Serar. 22. In Berar, in spite of the scarcity of money, the total amount advanced 

during the financial year under the two Acts, namely, Rs. 1,23,785. showed a small 
decrease from last year's figures, but the demand for loans considerably increased 
after the close of the year. In the trying cirrumstanees of the year it is satis- 
factory that only one case of misapplication of a loan had to be dealt with. Of the 
amount due for recovery on account of principal. Rs. 1,04,815, arrears, totalling 
Rs. 10,450, were allowed to stand over, partly in consideration of the low price of 
cotton. The net result of the year’s working was a small profit to Government of 
Rs. 9,693. 


SURVEYS 


2— SURVEYS 


[Report on the operations of the Land Records and Settlement D^^partments in the Central Provinces duriog^ 
the year ending the 30th September and in Berar during the year ending the 3x^1 July 1915/ 


23. A programme for sub-traversing the districts of the Province has_ been 
drawn up and provides work for some seventeen seasons. A start was made in the 
Districts of Rmpur, Bhandara, Balaghat and Betul, and the sub-traverse of 620 
villages was completed. The traverse of the towns of Seoni, Wairiha and 
Kareli was also carried out by the survey party. The Assistant Settlemrat 
Officer in charge also supervised the traversing of boundaries between British. 
India and the Rewah State and between various Feudatory States and Zamindaris 
b Chhatrisgarh. 
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SETTLEMENT 


[Report on the operations of the Land Records and Settlement Departments in the Central ProTinces durins^ 
the year ending the 30th September 1915 and in Berar during the year ending the 3i3t July 1915.] 

34. During the year the orders of the Government of India were received on 
the final report on the settlement of the Dainoh District. The forecast reports on 
the re-settlement of the Seoni and Bhandara Districts were submitted and the 
sanction of the Government of India to the inception of settlement in both cases 
was received after the close of the year. Operations were in progress during the 
year in the following districts : — 

Saugor . — The attestation of all villages was coiMleted, Rent-rate Reports for 
918 villages were recdved, and, in spite of special difficulties in the Khurai Tahsil, 
where land had been withheld from cultivation with a view to obtaining a lenient 
settlement, 706 villages were assessed. The revised assessment was announced 
in 584 villages. The Tahsil Assessment Report of the Rehli and Banda Tahsils 
was received. 

Nagpur . — The attestation of the district was completed during the year, the 
area dealt with including the difiicult suburban area round Nagpur Town. Rent- 
rate Reports were received for 574 villages and 441 villages were assessed, whfie 
announcement was made in 349 Ullages. 

Hoshangabad . — ^The attestation of the remairang 515 villages of the 
Hoshangabad and Seoni-Malwa Tahsils was completed. Rent-rate Reports for 
338 riUages and Assessment Reports for 376 villages were received. Map 
correction was completed. 

Chhindwara . — In spite of difiSculties, the programme for the year, consist- 
ing of the attestation of 477 villages, was completed. Rent-rate Reports for 
•640 and Assessment Reports for 491 villages were received. The map correc- 
tion of the Khalsa portion of the district and of 284 villages of the Jagirs was 
completed. 

Balaghat . — Though the re-settlement of the district presents serious diffi- 
culties as regards the record of irrigation facilities and the estimate of siwai income, 
the progress in the first year of the operations was good. Attestation was com- 
pleted in 453 villages, and Rent-rate Reports for 238 villages and Assessment 
Reports for 60 villages were received. The map correction of the ^strict was 
practicall]’ completed. 

Seoni and Bhandara .— correction was carried out in 740 villages of 
the $eoni District and in 596 villages in the Bhandara District. 

4— LAND RECORDS land 

^ RECORDS 

^Report on the operations of the Land Records and Settlement Departments in the Central Provinces durinjf — - 

the jfear ending the 30th September 1915 and in Berar during the year ending the 31st July 1915.] 

2$. The patwari halkabandi of the Chhindwara District was revised, while Land Records 
in the Narsinghpur District five more circles were abolished on the death or establishment, 
dismissal of the incumbents. In the Seom, Damoh and Wardha Districts the 
position of patwaris was improved by the introduction of a graded scale. In 
consequence of the revision of the halkabandi in the Chhindwara District and 
the creation of the Niwas Tahsil in the Mandla District, the staff of Revenue 
Inspectors was strengthened by two in each of these districts. The amaJga- 
mation of the cadre of Superintendents and Assistant Superintendents of Land 
Records with the Subordinate Executive Cml Service was given effect to from 
the 23nd December 1914, and nine of these officers have since been appointed 
from the Tahsildars and Naib-Tahsildars of the regular fine. In Berar no 
adi.tions were made to the strength of the Land Records establishment during 
the year under report. 

26. Village boundary marks in the Central Provinces were generally Boundary 
maintmned in a satisfactory condition. Circle and village note-books were up to marfa^. 
date except in districts in which settlement operations and map correction were 
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in progress. In Berar the condition of boundar}' marks is less satisfactor}’ and 
action is being taken to remedy matters. Circle note-books were maintained up 
to date in all districts. 


Testing of 27 The checking of village papers by Revenue Inspectors was satisfactory 

village papers, jn quantity, but the method was not always as thorough as it should be ; the 
supennsion exercised by the superior Land Records staff was generally sufficient 
and proceeded on the right lines Tahsil staffs paid proper attention to the 
check of village papers in ml but three districts, and the amount of checking done 
by Deputy Commissioners and their Assistants was generally satisfactory The 
annual papers were filed punctually, and \ 4 llage maps were in good condition 
except in Betul, where the defect is being remedied In Berar the amount of 
checking done by the Revenue Inspectors was generally satisfactor)' and the 
superior staff checked a proper proportion of their work The Tahsil staffs in most 
cases paid fair attention to the supemsion of Land Records work and the District 
Officers, as a whole, did an adequate amount of inspection 

Record'of- 28. The preparation of the Record-of- Rights in Berar is approaching 

completion, and it is satisfactory that this heavy task should have been carried 
out successfully and with little dislocation of other work During the year the 
Record-of-Rights was announced in four more taluqs, lca\ ing only eight more 
to be dealt with The maintenance of the Record in taluqs pre\dously announced 
was not as efficient as could be desired, but the matter has received attention and 
a manual of instructions is being prepared for the purpose 


Conduct of the 2^. In the Central Pronnees the number of punishments inflicted on 

LMd Records patwaris again shows a substantial decrease while the number of Revenue 
***** Inspectors punished was the same as in the pre\ ious year. The conduct and 

discipline of the superior Land Records staff improved and nas favourably reported 
on in almost all districts In Berar the maintenance of the Record-of-Rights 
throws a heavy burden of responsible and difficult work on both Revenue 
Inspectors and patwaris and one effect has been an increase in the number of 
punishments inflicted on patwaris The question ol improving the position of 
these branches of the staff was under consideration With a fen exceptions, the 
Revenue Inspectors and the superior Land Records staff iiad a satisfactory record. 


WASTE 

LANDS 


Central 

Provinces. 


5— WASTE LANDS 

^Reports on the Revenue Administration of the Central t roiince*. and Perar for 1914-15 


30 The allotment of waste land on ryotwari tenure proceeded steadily. 
The total area available for allotment at the beginning of the year was 2,60,774 
acres, of which 61,756 acres were allotted during the year, while the area 
relinquished was 49,467 acres The excess of "the area allotted over that 
relinquished ’Ras nearly 6,000 acres less than the ai rage of the past four years, 
but in no district was there any appreciable decline n the occupied area The 
large area relinquished, however, shov s that cultiva on in these tracts has not 
yet reached a condition of real stability. The ar( i available for allotment at 
the close of the year was 011^ 248,485 acres, and its assessment at Re. 0-3-0 
per acre indicates that the soil is very poor Improvement of ryotwari villages 
was effected by the construction of wells and tanks and, in the Mandla District, 
by the opening out of communications. 


Reran 31- In Berar the area avsdiable for cultivation in Khalsa villages was 29,884 

acres and the area newly occupied during the year 2,580 acres, while 213 acres 
already occupied were relinquished during the year. In the Yeotmal District 
small isolated blocks of C Class forest were disforested and included in the free 
grazing area which is managed as village waste. 

6~government estates 

32. There axe no Government Estates in the Central ftovinces and Berar. 



Part II] 


ADMINISTRATION OF THE LAND 


7~WARDS’ estates 


Clup. II 

WAWS' 

ESTATES 


[Report on the management by Government of private estates for the year ending the 30th September 1915.] 


33. At the banning of the year there were 74 estates under the ds* 
management of the Court of Wards. Four estates were nevtdy brought under Estates, 
management during the year and five were relinquished, leaving a balance of 
73 at the close of the year. The total area of the 69 estates which remained 
undCT management throughout the year and for which statistics have been 
furnished was 6,763,101 acres. All the five estates relinquished had prospered 
under the Court of Wards’ administration and they were restored to thdr 
proprietors with substantial investments and cash balances to their credit to 
enable them to start afresh the management of their own affairs. 


j 34, The total gross income of the 69 estates, excluding the opeiung balance Income. 
i.nd loans received, amounted to Rs. 20,41,753, including Rs, 8,35,128 on account 
of rents, Rs. 4,34,301 on account of forests, Rs. 3,36,285 from miscellaneous 
sources and Rs. 4,35,544 on account of the recovery of advances and debts. The 
total rental demand, including arrears, was Rs. 9,15,912, of which a sum of 
Rs, 8,35,128, approximately equal to the total current demand, was collected. 

As was to be expected, collections were better than in the previous year, when 
they were seriously affected by the partial crop failure. Suspensions amounted to 
only Rs. 23,815, but, owing to the large balance left over for collection from the 
previous year, unsuspended current arrears increased from Rs. 45,437 to 
Rs, 69,801. Out of the arrear demand of Rs. 1,11,361 outstanding, Rs. 5,656 
was remitted and Rs. 60,117 collected, leaving for recovery Rs. 40,785, 
the greater part of which has subsequently been remitted in view of the recent 
series of bad years. Forest income aecKned by Rs. 22,373, decrease being 
due to the depression m the trade in forest produce caused by the war. To 
improve the facilities for the exploitation of the forests, arrangements were made 
experimentally in the Jubbulpore Division for the export of produce through the 
recently started Eastern States of Central India Export Trust. Five candidates 
were deputed from estates for training at the Balaghat Forest School and others 
are following. Further process was also made in the preparation of working-plans 
with the co-operation of District Forest Officers. 

35. The total gross ordinary expenditure increased by nearly one lakh — from Ezpenditar& 
Rs. 11,59,612 to Rs, 12,59,177. The increase w^as contributed mainly by the 
Jubbulpore and Chhattisgarh Divisions and was principally due to the pay- 
^jnent of arrears of land revenue and cesses. The incidence of the cost of 
management for all estates increased from 15 to 16 per cent on the gross 
income. The personal expenses of the wards were unusually high and were due 
,to the grant of increased allowances for the mmntenance of themselves and thdr 
’fdmilies, or larger expenditure on their education or on the marriage of thdr 
relatives. Almost all the estates contributed to the War Relief Fun^, and the 
substantial donations of one estate, made at the special request of the ward 
himself, included a motor ambulance. 


36. Good progress continued to be made in the liquidation of debts due by Debts, 
encumbered estates. The total amount of debts on all estates at the be^ning 
of the year amounted to Rs. 8,41,127, and additional debts to the extent of 
Rs. 87,698 were incurred during the year, of which Rs. 76,890 was devoted to 
consoHdating debts. Rs, 1,36,253 was paid off out of current income m addition 
to Rs. 7,015 obtained from sale of property. The total liabilities outstanding at 
the end of the year were Rs. 7,07,912. The position is sound in all but six 
estates. 


37. The administration of the Court of Wards throughout the year was GeneraL 
satisfactory and steady progress was made in the improvement of estetes. The 
Court of Wards as usual treated its tenants with the utmost consideration and the 
relations between the Court and tenants were entirely satisfactoiy. As a result 
of the return of normal conditions after the previous scarcity, the demand for 
advances of cash to cultivators fell conaderably. Home-farm cultivation was 
carried on by the Court of Wards in 36 estates. The results were less successful 
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than in the previous year, and, excluding cases of exceptional profits in tw o estates, 
the outcome varied from a profit of Rs. 8-8-3 to a loss of Rs. 7 P ®5 
a larger number of estates showing a loss than in the preceding year. This result 
is attributed to the depression in the cotton market caused by the war and the 
disappointing nature of the spring harvest. In view of the difficulties attending 
the supervision of home-farm cultivation under the Court of ards the general 
policy now adopted is to cut down such cultivation to a reasonable and compact 
area, especially in the more remote estates. The education of the minor wards 
and their relations continued to receive proper attention, and, with a few exceptions, 
their progress and conduct were on the whole satisfactory. The policy of 
associating the senior wards or their heirs in the management of estate affairs 
was maintained, but the results were in some cases not ver)’ encouraging. 


8— REVENUE AND RENT PAYING CLASSES 


[Resolution on the Reienue Aaministnitlon of the Central Pro\inces for the yet.r ending the 30th September 
1915 and of Berar for the year ending 31st July 191$ ] 

38. The monsoon of 1914 developed normally and was satisfactory every- 
where up to the end of August, but weakened in September, especially in the 
north of the Province, while October was practically rainless. The season was, 
on the whole, favourable to the kharif crops, but the early cessation of the rain 
disappointed the hopes of a bumper return, while the dryness of the soil, the 
deficiency of dew in October and November and the absence of rain till the middle 
of January in the principal y heat-growing area uerc distinctly injurious to the 
prospects* of the labi crops. The showers received at the end of January in the 
Jubbulpore Dirision effected a slight improvement, but the heavy rain and hail 
which fell in the next two months caused considerable damage in many parts. 

39. In Berar the rainfall was well above the average, but its distribution was 
unfavourable to agriculturists, as the fall in the first two months was excessive, 
while it ceased abruptly at the end of September. 

40. In the Central Provinces, although the crops of the year gave, on an 

average over the Province, a normal outtum, the season was one of considerable 
disappointment. The northem districts ^\ hich had suffered from scarcity in the 
previous year reaped a fine kharif harv'est. but the rabi crop was spoilt by the dryness 
of the sowing season and by untimely rain at harvest time. The ('otton tracts gathered 
a fair yield of cotton, but the outbreak of the var enormously reduced the value of 
the produce, and in Chhattisgarh what vas expected to turn out a bumper rice crop 
was marred by the depredations of tho mafto {NephohUix bipunctatus, 

Fabr.). In other respects, however, the year was a successful one. There was 
an increase in the area occupied for cultivation both in the malguzari and in the 
ryotwari areas, amounting in all to 94,163 acres. Cattle disease was less 
prevalent than usual and, except in the case of cotton veiy high prices were 
obtained by cultivators ior the produce of the chief staple crops. In Berar the 
outtum of the principal crops was only 90 per cent of the normal and the area 
sown with cotton fell by 125,000 acres, partly owing to the heavy early rain and 
partly to the fall in price, a corresponding increase being made in the area under 
wheat. There was, however, a small increase of 2,853 S'Cres in the total occupied 
area. In both the Central Provinces and Berar the year, though not a very 
healthy one, was free from any widespread epidemic. 

41. In the Central Provinces for the cultivating classes the year was 
a period of recuperation, rather than of complete recovery, firom the depletion of 
agricultural wealth resulting from the previous scarcity, and small cultivators, 
particularly in the north of^ the Province, where the stress had been most severe, 
were unable to shake off entirely the legacy of depression left from the preceding 
season. ^ Although^ the high price of grain was favourable to malguzars and 
substantial tenants in the rice and wheat tracts, they were not in a position to derive 
the full advantage from these conditions owing to the necessity of replenishing 
their stocks after the deletion of the previous year, while in the cotton-growing 
tracts the econo^^c effects of the war, with a temporary fall in the price 
of cotton to one-third bdow normal and the general tightness oif the money 
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imposed a severe strain on the finances of cultivators. The commercial depression 
. in the cotton country, which is the best market for their fabrics, reduced the •— 
weaving communities to severe straits and extensive operations were undertaken for 
their rdief at Nagpur and Burhanpur, their chief centres. Otherwise, the condition 
of the labouring classes was satisfactory ; for, though the prices of food-stuffs 
ruled high, the demand for labour was keen and wages remained at their normal 
level. In Berar the salient features of the year were the unusually low prices 
prevailing for cotton during the early months of the season and the disturbance 
of the money market caused by the war, resulting in a great scarcity of money 
and a sharp fall in wages, and in some parts cultivators were compelled to revert 
to the old practice of paying in kind. On the other hand, the price of juar, the 
staple food-grain, was a little lower than usual, while the price of cotton, largely 
owing to Japanese demand, rose considerably towards the end of the year and 
the money market became easier. In these conditions, although the great 
prosperity enjoyed by the labouring classes in recent years received a set-back, 
there was nothing of the nature of actual hardship, while the complete ease with 
which practically the full revenue was punctually collected testifies to the stability 
of the Berar cultivator. The welfare and convenience of this area are being 
bettered by the improved communications, and the narrow gauge railway from 
Murtizapur to Karanja, which was opened during the year, and its subsequent 
extension to Darwha and Yeotmal, will serve a rich and somewhat inaccessible 
tract to the south of Berar and add greatly to its prosperity. The marked success 
of the Ellichpur line leaves no doubt as to the usefulness of these light railways 
in Berar. In the Central Provinces districts the supply of water and fodder was 
ample, and in Berar, while the abundant rainfall secured an adequate supply of 
water, the fodder difficulty was in no way acute. 

42. The relations between Government officers and the people remained 
most satisfactory throughout the Province. The progress of the war has been 
marked by continuous manifestations of the loyalty of all classes of the people, and 
calls for subscriptions for the Imperial Indian Relief Fund and for other purposes 
connected with the war received a ready and liberal response. In the early 
months of the war a few alarmist rumours were spread abroad by mischief- 
makers, and in the Damoh District some ill-disposed persons began a series of 
dacoities, but these were very soon suppressed. The life of the country people 
being scarcely affected in any way, they know very little of what is going on, 
but the educated classes in the towns take a keen interest in the war. The 
activities of the Veterinary and Agricultural Departments continued unabated, 
and they have completely won the confidence of the people. A most encouraging 
result of the understanding secured by the Agricultural Department with 
the cultivating community is the establishment of numerous seed farms for the 
dissemination of pure and selected seeds either by malguzars or by co-operative 
seed unions, and as these are scattered over a wide area and are rapidly 
increasing in number, they should very soon begin to have an important effect 
on the agriculture of the Province, in the agricultural and economic conditions 
prevailing, the year for the co-operative movement was a period of consolidation 
rather than of expansion. 

43. The total rental demand of the year was Rs, 1,45,22,080 as compared Tenants, 
with Rs. 1,43,16,828 in the previous year. The percentage of realisation on 
account of current demand and arrears was generally satisfactory, especially in the 
Northern districts, where the crops of the previous year had been poor. The 
incidence of rents paid by tenants, which varies comparatively little from year to 

year, was only Re. 0-13-5 psr acre as compared with Re. 0-13-0 in 1910- ii, 
and there is little or no change in rental incidence except in districts under 
settlement. The area included, in tenants’ holdings showed a further increase of 
86,650 acres. The increase was fairly evenly distributed over the four Divisions, 
the principal increases being in the Mandla and Chanda Districts, where holcQngs 
have been steaffily extending for the last few years, and m Saugor District, where 
land withheld from cultivation to avoid assessment at settlement was brought 
under cultivation at the close of the operations. The area held rent free or in 
fieu of sovice has decreased for several years, and there was a sharp fall of nearly 
10,000 acres as compared with 1913-14. 
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44. The area held as sir land increased by as much as 4.^ 884 acres, while 
the area of khudkasht decreased by 30,585 acres These changes wore confined 
almost entirely to the districts under setilement There was no variation in the 
percentage of the occupied area held by landlords which remained at 1 8 68 per 
cent. The profits obtained by malguzars from leasing thtir sir land are 
steadily increasing year by year and the recorded snu-imts amounted to Rs. 3-1-0 
per acre as compared with ks. 2-13-0 in the prenous year and Rs. 2-5-0 four 


years ago. 


Landlords 
and tenants. 
Central 
Provinces. 


45. Though the relations behveen landlords and tenants continued to be 
on the whole satisfactory, it is clear that there is an increasing tendency on both 
sides to assert legal rights which have hitherto been allowed to remain in abeyance. 
This is ascribed partly to an increasing knowledge of the law and partly to 
economic pressure arising from the growth of population and the extension of 
cultivation. The majority of the disputes relate to nistar and to grazing rights 
in village waste, while in some districts differences occur over items of the Kotwar’s 
remuneration, and these matters are receiving attention at settlement. Legislation 
was undertaken pro\T[ding for the restriction of the j lienation of land by cultivators 
of the abori^nal tribes in tracts where their numbers arc of importance and w’here 
there is a tendency for them to lose ground as proprietors of villages, and the Land 
Alienation Bill dealing with this subject was p^sed after the close of the )*ear. 
The Land Revenue Bill was placed belore theCegislative Council during the year 
and was considered by a Select Committee fb which it was referred. 


46. In Berar there was little change in the relations between the various 
classes of the agricultural population. The Tenancy Bill referred to in the Admin- 
istration Report of the previous year remained under consideration during the 
year. 



CHAPTER III 

PROTECTION 


I— LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY 

AUTHORITY 

47. Since the constitution of the Council the following changes occurred Legislative 
in the personnel of the official members of the Legislative Council of the Central CounciL 
Provinces ; — 

The Hon’ble Mr. F. S. A. Slocock, C.I E., I.C.S., vice the Hon’ble Sir Arthur 
Blennerhassett, Bart , I.C.S., deceased. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. Hullah, I.C.S., vice the Hon'ble Mr. C. G. Leftwich, I.C.S., 
resigned. 

The Hon’ble Mr. C. C. S. Clark, vice the Hon’ble Mr. R. H. Tickell, C.I.E., 
resigned. 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. C. H. M. King, I.C.S., the Hon’ble Mr. H. Spence, resigned. 

The Hon’ble Mr. C. E. W. Jones, vice the Hon’ble Mr. A, I. Mayhew, resigned. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. Ma3me, I.C.S., who had been appointed as an expert member 
in connection with the Excise Bill, resigned his seat when that Bill was 
passed. In his place the Hon’ble Mr. H. E. Hemingway, I.C.S., Commis- 
sioner of Settlements and Director of Land Records, was appointed as an 
expert member in connection vkith the Land Revenue Bill, and on his transfer 
and resignation, his successor, the Hon’ble Mr. P. Hemingway, I C.S., was 
, appointed in his place. 


2— COURSE OF LEGISLATION , 

LEGISLATION 

48. During the year under report the Le^slative Council of the Central 
Provinces held meetings on the 25th and 26th August 1915 and on the 9th, 13th introduced 
and 14th March 1916. Of the Bills which were introduced in the Council in CouncU. 
during the previous year, the Excise Bill, the Vaccination Law Amendment Bill and 
the Skughter of Animals Bill were passed in 1915-16. The Land Revenue Bill 
and the Tenancy Amendment Bill were under discussion. The reports of the 
Select CoiiiiiiltLees on these Bills were presented to the Council on the gth March 
1916. 


49. The following new Bills were introduced during the year 1915-16 
The Central Pro\inces Medical Registration Bill— on the 26th August 1915. 

The Central Provinces Land Alienation Bill — on tho gth March 1916. 

The former, which has been framed on the lines of similar Bills introduced 
and passed in other Provinces, has for its object the protection of the public and 
the medical profession from irregularly qualified practitioners whose training in 
medicine has been obtained at unrecognised institutions, as well as the proviaon 
of facilities for ascertaining whether a medical practitioner possesses recognised 
qualifications. The object of the Land Alienation Bill is to retain ccitain classes 
of agriculturists on the land and to check the tendency in certain tracts to displace 
aboriginal agriculturists from the land. The members of these classes, being 
ignorant and in many cases impoverished, are at a disadvantage in dealmg yrith 
th^r creditors, who are not infrequently professional money-lenders non-readent 
in the tract, and the Bill is designed to minimise the evils arising from this state of 
afiairs. 
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50. The following Acts and Ordinances were applied 10 Bcrar during the 
year by the Notifications specified against each : — 

(1) The Foreigners (Amendment) Act (III of 19151 by Foreign Department Notifi- 

cation No. 393-I. B., dated the 9th April ipiS- 

(2) The Defence of India (Criminal Law Amendment) Act (IV of 1915)) hy Foreign 

Department Notification No. 394 'L B-* dated the 9th April 

(3) Indian Soldiers (Litigation) Ordinance (Ordinance No. II of 1915), by Notification 

No. 852-L B., dated the 20th May I 9 i 5 ' 

(4) The Central Pro^inces Exiise Act (Central Provinces Act II of 1915), by Foreign 

Department Notification No. 1746-I. B.. dated the nth August 1915. 

(5) The Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration .\.ct (\T of 1SS6), bj Foreign 

Department Notification No. a.^ 66 - 1 . B , dated the Jist October ipiS* 

( 6 ) Indian Soldiers (Litigation' Act 'Nil of 191 5;. by Foreign Department Notifica- 

tion No. 179-D , dated the loth November 1915. 

(7) The Defence of India Ord'nam e. 10^5 ('III of 1915), by Foreign Department 

Ni tificaliun No. 33T-D , d..tt.l tl e 3-.! Di cember 1915. 

(8) Tl e Defence of India ' \ i'>ondmL'’t, Ait (II vii" 1910), by Foreign Department 

Niitlficatlon No tS.j-D , daud iIk 24th February 1916. 

(9) The Foreigners ITrial by C uri-nmrtiai) Ordinance (III of iqi 6), by Foreign 

Department Notirc.iion No • i ' d. tt d the 17111 March 1916. 

3— POLICE 

'Report or Pr l‘ca “»n u* t ♦ ces ft»r tre }f*'r S9*5, And Volume IV of the 

Statistical Abstract.^ 

51. The volume of crinu* exct-cded that (tf ibc previous year by more 

than 8 per cent, and the figu vs fur ihu vvar tin* hijghcst on record since 

the famine of 1900. The explanal’on is to h(* found in the conditions of 
the year, the chi 4f factors h the si^-ati‘»n lLi''g Ini,!^ prices, the shortage of 
money, the prevalence of plague in nearly every district, which involved the 
evacuation of villages and tovens, and i’'e coiuinucd improvement in reporting 
and registration. The total nambe: o' cases of 'vpnrted crime rose from the 
previous year's figure 38,974 to 42,046. This large increase was mainly 
under house-breakings and thefts, the classes of crinc most likely to be affected 
by the conditions of the year. The relations between the police and the 
people continued to improve, and pabl'c confidence in the Department is steadily 
growing. 

52. The number of offences against t’ne State fell to 351 from 413 in the 
previous year. There were only two cases of offences involving the actual manu- 
facture of coin. The number of riots fell by more than 12 per cent from the previous 
year’s total. Murders numbered 242, practically the same as in the previous year, 
but the decrease in the number of child-murders was a satisfactory' feature. 
Dacoities increased by more than 60 per cent. Of the total number (89), the 
Berar Division accounted for 32 and the Damoh District for 25 ; of the latter, all 
but one belonged to the series which was referred to in the last Report, and 
the outbreak was finally crushed half way through the year. The number of 
arson cases increased by 27 per cent ; this figure probably includes accidental fires, 
but as the majority of cases were those of the firing of houses vacated on account 
of plague, it is probable that many of the fires were started intentionally with the 
object of destroying evidence of house-breaking. There was a rise of nearly 
per cent in the number of cases of house-breaking, and, on the whole, judging hj 
the number of convictions, the police were not very successful in dealing with this 
form of crime, this unsatisfactoiy result bang attributed in part to the inadequacy 
of the investigating staff. 

53. The steady improvement maintmned in methods of invesl^ation and m 
intelligence on the part of the staff received the recognition of the Aiwaimstratioii in 
its review of the y^s work. The discretion vested in poUce officers in the 
matter of undertaking or refusing the investigation of reports was on the whole 
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correctly exercised. Though trivial cases are still prosecuted, and there is still a 
tendency to adopt a mechanical standard, such as the money-value of a case, for 
gauging the conditions necessary for investigation, while discretion is sometimes 
influenced by the chances of detection, there are indications that generally the 
position in regard to statistics is becoming better understood. Under the 
preventive provisions of the law, action was freely taken to prevent breaches of the 
peace, and the fall in recent years in the number of offences against the public 
tranquillity may be partly attributed to the wider use of these powers, There was 
considerable improvement in the preparation and coiiduct of bad-livelihood cases, 
and in the selection of persons against whom such cases were directed. In the 
matter of surveillance, though much still remains to be done, there were signs of 
some improvement in methods, and to ensure further success the Administration 
laid stress on the necessity of securing the co-operation of village officials and of 
impressmg on them their responsibilities in this branch of preventive action. 

^ The standard of education of the students under training at the Saugor 
Training College was above the average, and their conduct, discipline and ^l 
were excellent ; the examination results were exceptionally creditable, all the 
probationers at the end of the course appearing and passing the final examination. 

An increase of 25 in the number of probationers was sanctioned at the close 
of the year with a view to filling up the vacanc'cs in the investigation staff, 
and an extra post of Sub-Inspector was sanctioned for the staff of the 
School. It is still very difficult to obtain satisfactory local candidates to 
enter the School as Probationary Sub -Inspectors and the best material for 
recruiting the investigating ranks has to be drawn from outside the Province. 

The Criminal Investigation Department did good work in spite of the pressure 
on its activities during the year, and the services of Its officers arc being more 
sought after and more appreciated. More frequent use was made of that very 
valuable aid to police work, the Finger-Print Bureau, though there appears still to be 
room for a freer utilisation bv distriet police officers of its facilk’.cs for search and 
record. The Railway Police is now responsible for a total length of line 
amounting to nearly 3,000 miles and the staff was sl’^ongLhencd during the year ; 
the improvement in the efficiency of the force was well mi’nlaincd The instme- 
tion of members of the force in First Aid continued but the numbers trained were 
fewer than in the pre-vious year. A class for the instruction of police officers in 
the identification of foot-prints was also held during the year. 

^4. There are no rural police in the Central Pro^nnees. Forces of Rural aad 

g unitive police were imposed on six villages, viz , Nitvari and Nakti Piparia in the 
leoni District, Markawaii In the Chhmdwara District, Bamhm in the Narsinghpur 
District, Karmanda in the Raipur District, and Gubrel in the Betul District. 

55. The strength of the force was increased by the addition of one Establishmettt, 
Inspector, ten Sub-Inspectors and seven Head Constables to the Railway Police 
to bring the force up to the minimum strength required to cope with the increased 
work involved by railway extensions. The total annual cost of the force rose 
from Rs. 34,12,167 to Rs 3490,880. Practically all gazetted officers were on 
duty throughout the year, and this, with the consequent extra expenditure 
under Contingencies and Travelling Allowance, together with the cosc or additions 
to the establishment, accounts for the increase. Owing to want of funds no 
further progress could be made towards the completion of the scheme for the 
improvement of the pay of Head Constables, which was partially introduced in the 
previous year. In the rank and file, although there was an improvement in 
the figures of recruitment, especially of local men, and a slight decr^se in the 
number of resignations and desertions, the number of vacancies is high, and in 
order to maintain the force at its existing strength it has been necessary to lower 
•the standards all round. A scheme for the reorganisation of the subordmate 
staff has been submitted to the Government of In^, which, if sanctioned, is 
calculated to give a considerable improvement in their pay and prospects and to 
attract men of a better class to enlist in the police. The ntmber of deaths 
in the force continued to rise slightly and stood at 131 against 122 in the 
previous year ; the percentage of ammssions to hospital also rose from 65 to 68. 
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56. In Spite of the dilBculties alluded to in the preceding paragraph, 
discipline on the whole was well maintained, and tl’is res”lt was secured with a 
smaller number of punishn'enls. The number of officers punished fell from 126 
to 82, of uhom three neie dismissed ; no officer was punished judicially. There 
was a satisfactory decrease of 141 ® the total number of men punished. 
The number of lewards other than by promotion lo&o from 3,103 to 3,691, 
and the amount of cash rewards paid depaitmcntal'y also increased from 
Rs. 10,135 to Rs. 13283 Owing to the general curtailment of expenditure 
in consequence of the war, the police building programme advanced more slowly 
than in previous years, and the allotment sanctioned was loss than three 
and a half lakhs of lupces; good progress, however, was made with w'orks 
already in hand. 


4-crimix.a.l justice 


[Repoit on the Ird’c'^il r i tire: the Certiil Pro\ mcc" ' Pv i i t « t 19x5 rn I Volume IV 
of the Statistical Abstract' 


57. The number of offences reported during the \ < nr was 38.508 tbe lowest 

figuie since 191 1, and total rtmber of v- 1 1' tn C mrts fell from 

^3,096 in tl e pretioas }v.ai to 40 246, adecrcciSi oi 8 3 • c,. t . ''i c the number 

of such case® 'our cl to 1 e ttu. 'cM fiom 32 383 to 30070 n dt s* of 7 i per 
cent The deci ease in the rum’, cr of offences n pivti^d h'- in tin' p’’c\ious year, 
was mair’y ur-der comr’a "'t Cc ses relating to hu"t and assault and is exp'ained 
by the conditions pie\ai.ing in the earlier part 01 tie } (.ac, v\ hioh w ere such 
as to discourage expenditure on petty criminal 1 1’grttion. The number of 
cases dismissed under Scct-on 203, Criminal Procvuuri Code, fell from 
9,017 to 7 9-14 The offer ci s reported dui'-^., tbu jcj" unckr thj Indian 
Penal Code rumf'eie’ 28.150 as against '’,094'^ in th' previous year. 

No offences against the Siate under Chapter v l o' Vi I o-cu-red, * but 
offences affcc'Jig he incri-as-'d from 478111 1914 1*500 t’n* highest figure 
since 1909 Offorc<,s a.,a‘’ si property nrmi u d S 702, a d ‘crease of 135 
fiom the pre\ioes }ear. T^ w number of offei c- tga si th public tranquillity 
decreased to 3S5, the lowest figure since 1911 liis result 1 eing attributed 
in part to the wider use ot tlie provisions of Seclioiis 107 aid 145, Criminal 
Procedure Code Offerees relating to maniage defamatiur. oiid criminal • 
intimidation also were fewer than in any of the preceding four years. 
Offences under Special and T oral Laws showed a marked define from 11,246 
to 10058, the dec’-case, wliioh was mairly in rases under ihe Municipal 
Law , being attributed to greater resort to the pow er of compounding o.ffonces 
and to the evacuation o' some of the large Munii'ip'il centres owing to 
outbreaks of plague. The number of cases under lIio vVorkmaiis Breach of 
Contract .Act, though less than in 1914, remained high, but Raihvay offences 
showed a decided decrease as compared with the prc.io 3 yc.'r, which may 
be accounted for by the ligilance of the Railway offiJols lii the past. The 
actii Ily of the local branch of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals accounts for the continued increase in the number of cases under .A.ct 
XI of 1890. The number of proceedings under Section 107, Criminal Procedure 
Code, increased from 350 to 368, though the proportion of persons discharged in 
these cases is high ; proceedings under Sections 109 and no fell from 488 to 474, 

w hue there was an increase of 20 m cases rnider Section 145 of the Criminal 
Procedure Code. Action was taken agmnst one person under Section 108 of the 
Code for delivermg seditious lectures in the Amraoti District, but doubt was 
raised as to the sanity of the offender. No cases occurred requiring recourse 
to the provisions of the Indian Press Act, the Prevention of Seditious Meetings 
Act or the Indian Criminal Law Amendment Act. 

58. The strength of the Magistracy rose from 554 to 565. The number 
of persons tried by District Magistrates rose from 235 to 349r nearly 
the same as in 1913, and of those brought before Courts of 
Sessions from 46s to 588. The number of persons tried by Stipendiaiy 
Magistrates fell j&rom 37,260 to 36,473. The niwiher of persons accused before 
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Honorary and Special Ma|^trates numbered 15,917 and 570 as compared 
with 18,424 and 639 in the previous year. The percentage of cases disposed 
of ^ by the various classes of Magistrates was — EHstrict Ma^strates 5, other 
Stipendiary Magistrates 72*0, Honorary Magistrates 26*1, and Special Magistrates 
1*4, practically the same as in the previous year. The number of cases 
disposed of summarily fell from 3,993 to 3,243 and the percentage on the 
total number of cases from 12*6 to ii‘o ; the decline is accounted for mainly 
by the decrease m petty offences under the Indian Penal Code and in 
cases under the Mumcipal and Police Acts. The proportion of persons convicted 
to the total number of persons whose cases were disposed of was 41*4, 
practically the same as in 1914. The number of persons released on probation 
of good conduct under Section 562, Criminal Procedure Code, was 828 as 
agjunst 777 in 1914. 


chaMtt 

ottuniia; 

jusnoB 


59. The number of cases disposed of duri^ the year decreased from dttpatdi 
31,908 to 29,81 1 and the average duration in all Courts fell from 19*0 days to 

18*5. There was a satisfactory decline in the average duration of Police cases 
in the Central Provinces from 20*3 to 18*7 and in Berar from 21*5 to 20*1. 

In complaint cases, on the other hand, the average duration rose slightly from 
17*1 days to 17*6. 

60. The year was marked by an increase in important crime entailing extra Sesrions 
work on the higher tribunals, similar to that in 1913. The number ot cases Courts, 
disposed of by Sessions Courts was 292 agamst 232 in 1914, the rise bdng 
confined to the Nagpur, Jubbulpore and Chhattisgarh Divisions The percentage 

of convictions was 64*2 against 73*2, and the average duration of cases was 55*1 
days as compared with 56*7 in the pre^ous year. 

61. The strength of the Judicial Commissioner’s Court was increased by the Appellate and 
permanent addition of a fourth Judge. The number of convicted persons whose 

appeals were disposed of by the Court of the JucUcial Commissioner rose agmn ^ 
from 412 to 474. In 88*5 per cent of the cases the finding and m 77*9 per 
cent both the finding and sentence of the lower Court were maintained, an 
increase of 1 *9 and 6*6 per cent, respectively, over the previous year. The number 
of persons whose cases were dealt with in revision was 571 against 597 in 1914 ; the 
sentence was enhanced in 14 cases and either reduced or set aside in 125. 

The number of references for the confirmation of death sentences disposed of 
by Benches of two Judges was 69, the highest figure in the last 5 years, as 
against 58 in 1914 ; there was no case in which the Judges constituting these 
Benches disagreed. The Court dealt with four cases, involving six persons, in 
which the Local Administration appealed against orders of acquittal, as compared 
with eight cases, involving nine persons, in the previous year. In three cases the 
acquittals were reversed and the accused con'incted and sentenced, while in the fourth 
a retrial was ordered The number of persons whose appeals were before the 
Sessions Courts declined from 2,015 to 1,856 and those before District Magistrates 
and Subordinate Magistrates empowered to hear appeals from 3,522 to 3, 1 28. The 
average duration of appeals in Sessions Courts improved from 20*4 days to 19 8 
and in Magistrates’ Courts from 18 8 to 17*3. The percentage of appellants whose 
sentences were unchanged was 75*5 in the Session Courts and 58 5 in 
Ma^strates’ Courts against 73'3 and 58 4, respectively, in the previous year. 

The appeals of 1,730 persons were dismissed summarily in 1915 as against 1,940 in 
1914 ; in the Sessions Courts nearly 50 per cent of the total number of appeals 
were so disposed of. 


62. The percentages of persons sentenced to imprisonment with or without Puai^ments. 
other punishment, to fine only, and to whipping only were 25*2, 70 3 and 4*5 as 
compared with 22 9, 73*7 and 3*4 in 1914. The percentage of whippings to 
sentences in cases in which whipping might have been awarded rose from 23*6 to 
27*5. The number of persons sentenced to death rose from 28 to 50 and of 
persons sentenced to transportation from 121 to 134. The number of sentences off 
15 days’ imprisonment and under fell from 1 1 1 to 85, the lowest figure in the ^ 
last 5 years. Sentences on pre^usly convicted offenders fell from 733 to 731. 

The number of persons sentenced to fine Jell from* 15,471 to 13,628 and the total 
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amount of fines imposed from Rs. 2,39,084 to Rs. 1,95,890. the pcrcenUfife of 
realisations being 89’ 1 as against 91*7 in the previous year. The amount untten 
off as unrealisable fell from Rs. 14,5^ to Rs. 10,881. The balance* outstanding 
at the end of the year increased from Rs. 17,259 to Rs 20,348 1 he number 
of boys sent to the Refonnatorj* School was 10 as against 14 in each of the 
two previous years. 


PRISONS 5— PRISON'S 

[Report on the Jails of the Central Pio% inces aiu! Beiar foi ti o Mar au;, Vulumt iV t * ti ^ St i‘'>* o i 
Abstract ] 

QenecRl. 63. The classification and number of Jails ’•cmained the same as in^the pre- 

vious year ; there were three Central Jails, sixteen District Jails and three Sub^dian 
Jails. The pohey of reducing small District Jails to the status of Subsidiary Jails 
is being extended and the reduction of three more District Jails ha.s been sanctioned. 
The Jail for adolescents at Narsinghpur, which is biing wuiked on a modified 
Borstal System, made steady progress 


Jail p(q>ulatioo. 64. The number of prisoners admitu*d to Jail, excluding transfe^^ irom »itin*r 

Jails, rose from 10,175 * 9*4 *0.815 ihe increase being in pait due 

to the large admissions ot undertrial prisoners in Damoh, wher«. there was a si'rious 
outbreak of dacoities The daily average strength of the Jail population, 4.136 18, 
was higher than it has been for the last thrt‘(* years There w as an increase from 
776 in the previous year to 851 in the number of previoush convicted 
persons admitted to Jail, and the proportion of such eorvicis to the total 
admissions rose from 16 i6 to 17 39 The experiment, begun in 1907. of employing 
released habituals in the Government Press is being continued but it has not 
proved altogether a success Useful work in the same direction is done on a 
small scale by the Discharged Prisoners’ Aid Society at Raipur The decrease in 
the number of juveniles under 16 }ears of agt* adnitited to Jail from 20 in 1914 
to 14 in 1915 is satisfactorv-. considering the intnase in the* total Jail population. 
Five children of 15 years of age and under who had been stnienced to imprisov 
ment were transferred to the Jubhulport Rtformator) Scltool. 

Jtii discipline. 65. There were ihrte escapes ol con\ieis during ilu* \vai as compared with 
ten in the previous year , all were from outside the Jail .aid noiK ut them wtre due 
to serious negligence on the pan ot Jail I ifficia.s in each cas» thi. fugitive was 
recaptured In addition to these, an undenrial prisoner in tlie Saugor Jail effected 
his escape Five attempts at escapt* were frustrated bj the alertness of the Jail 
authorities A most satisfactory feature was the marked decrease* in the number of 
Jail offences which fell from 15527 to 15007, in spite of the increase in the 
Jail population The decrease extends o\<.r"alniosi all classes of offences except 
offences relating to prohibited article s, in which a small inci ease is attributed to 
stricter search of prisoners The decline in the number of offences w'as 
accompanied by a decrease in the total number of punishments awarded. The 
number of offences dealt with by Criminal Couits decreased b} 3 to 19 
number of cases in which corporal punishment was awarded from 35 to 21 ; nearly 
half of these punishments occurred in the Xagpur Central Jail and the majority 
were in connection w’ith assault, persistent refusal to work and insubormnate 
conduct. 


Health. 66. The improvement in the health of the prisoners, which has beai a satis- 

factory feature of the reports in recent years, received a check during the year 
under report, the death rate per mille being 18 86 against 12-48 m 1914 and 
13-39 *** * 9 * 3 - The increase was most noticeable in the Central Jmls at Jubbul- 
pore and Nagpur, the number of deaths in the former being 14 against 2 in the 
previous year, while in Nagpur the number rose from 12 to 28. In view of the 
.set-back dsewhere, the continued improvement in the health of the Raipur 
Central Jail was particularly satisfactory, admissions to hospitals from dysentery 
decreasmg from 37 to 30, though one death occurred. 

t 

JItil IndnttifiSt 67. The industries carried on in Jmls remained the same as in the previous 

year. The ftintin^Press and the Quinine Factory at the Nagpur Central Jail 
continued to work mdentiy, and the paper-maldiig mmistry served a. useful purpose- 
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by saving Government ofRces over Rs. 6,000 in the purchase of stationery. The 
Jubbulpore Central Jail continued to furnish the Supply and Transport Department 
with cotton manufactures on a large scale and was able to meet promptly all 
demands^ made upon it. The totm sum drawn from the Treasury on manufacturing 
account in Central and District Jails amounted to Rs. 2,23,989 as compared with 
Rs. 2,41,059 in 1914, and the amount paid into the Treasury was Rs. 2,06,789 as 
against Rs. 3,04,614 in 1914. There was thus anominal loss in 1915 of Rs. 17,200, 
but that figure does not take into account stocks in hand at the close of the year. 
The deficit is due to the higher prices paid for raw materials and the fallmg off in 
indents for manufactured goods. Convicts employed daily on Jail factories 
numbered 1,565 as against 1,558 in 1914, the proportion to the average population 
sentenced to labour being 42 per cent as compared with 45 per cent in 1914. 
Garden and agricultural produce raised by Jail cultivation resulted in a saving 
to Government of Rs. 7*248 ; the daily average of prisoners employed in cultivation 
was approximately 329. Buildings and repairs in Jails employed a daily average 
of 276 prisoners and the value of their labour was Rs. 2,877. 


PRISONS 


^ 68. The total expenditure incurred in guarding and maintaining prisoners Cost of Jail^ 
during the year was Rs. 4,11,136, almost the same as in the prewus year, an administratfanj 
increase under dietary charges bang compensated by a decrease in hospital and 
clothing and bedding charges. Though the average cost per head of average 
strength fell from^Rs. 106-15-1 to Rs. 99-6-5, or by Rs. 7-8-8, on account of the 
increase in the Jail population, the net cost per head of average strength shows 
an increase of Rs. 9 owing to the falling off in the profits from the sale of Jml 
manufactures. The ^ average profit per head of the number sentenced to labour 
was Rs. 17-15-3 agabst Rs. 16-8-8 in 1914. The sa^’ings effected to Govern- 
ment by the employment of prison labour amounted to Ks. 88,499 compared 
■mth Rs. 1,14,237 in 1914, 


6— CIVIL JUSTICE 

[Report on the Judicial Administration (CimII of the Centtil Pro\inces and Berar foi the year 1915, and 
Volume IV of the Statistical Abstract.] 
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6 ^.^ The post of fourth Judge in the Judicial Commissioner's Court, which Tribunals and 
was originally sanctioned as a temporary measure, was made permanent during 
the y^r 191^. There was no change in the number of District Judges, but btigation. 
Additional District Judges increased by one, the Subordinate Judge, Khamgaon, 
having been invested with appellate powers, while the number of Subordinate 
Judges decreased by two owing to the abolition of the post at Khamgaon and 
that of the Additional Sub- Judge at Raipur. There was no change in the total 
number of Munsiffs ; the Courts of the Additional Munsiffs at Malkapur and 
Basim and of the second Munsiff at Chhindwara were closed, but Courts of Addi- 
tional Munsiffs were opened at Raipur, Khamgaon and Bhandara. The Bhan- 
dara-Balaghat Civil District, which had been transferred to the Chhattisgarh 
Division in 1914, was retransferred to the Nagpur Dhision and made into a 
separate charge under an Additional Divisional and Sessions Judge. The total 
number of suits instituted rose from 97,622, the abnormally low figure of 1914* 
when litigation was depressed by unfavourable agricultural and financial conditions, 
to 1 10,502, the highest figure in the last four years. The increase, which was 
general practically throughout the Province, was contributed by suits for money, 
movable property and arrears of rent, w^hile the number of suits for imrnovable 
property and of other suits, except mortgage suits, fell. These variations in 
utigation are explained by the agricultural conditions, a bad year in 1914, with 
an increase of indebtedness and a postponement of the institution of suits, being 
followed by an improvement in 1915, and in the cotton-growing districts these 
conditions were accentuated by the effects of the war. 


The total value of suits instituted rose from Rs. i,97i73>457. 

Rs. 2,18,15,825. The average value of suits in the Central Provinces rem^ed 
almost stationary (Rs. 163 as against Rs. 166 in the previous year), but in Berar 
it fell from Rs. 314 to Rs. 292. The number of Courts exerdsing the 
jxrarers of a Small Cause Court remained the same as at ^e close of 1^14 ; 
.tiiree District Jud^;es, 22 Subordinate Judges and 29 Munriffs wa:e exercising 



Ctey. Ill 20 CENTRAL PROVINCES ADMINISTRATION REPORT [lyiS-iS 

erwL 

JU STIC E these powers, while the powers exercised by four Subordinate Judges and one 
Munsiff were enhanced. Suits tried by this procedure rose in number from 50,367 
to 61,448 and in value from Rs. 40,27,136 to Rs. 51.64,593, so that no less than 
70*4 per cent of suits for money and movables were tried by this procedure. 
The percentage of suits disposed of by Munsiffs fell from 43 ‘7 to 42‘i, while that 
of suits decided by Small Cause Courts rose from 500 to 5 3 '2 There was a 
slight decrease in the percentage of cases disposed of by District Judges and 
Subordinate Judges, which was due to the extension of the pecuniary jurisdiction 
of lower Courts. 

Pending files. 70. The pending files increased in all but two districts, and the total number 
pending at the close of the year was 1 7.008 in the Central Provinces and 9,186 
in Berar, an mcrease altogether of 3.45S over last year’s figures. This general 
increase is explained by the rush of institutions towards the close of the year, 
while in West Berar, which shows the greatest increase, an outbreak of plague 
necessitated the closing of the Courts in the last qurirter of the year. On the 
other hand, the number of suits pending over six months was appreciably reduced. 
The average duration of both contested and unoontested cases showed a 
’ decrease except in the Small Cause Courts in the Central Provinces, though the 

figures for Berar are still high in comparison with the Central Provinces' The 
improvement is in a large measure due to the increased eficien<'y and punctuality 
of the Courts. The proportion of contested suits dropped from 303 in 191410 
287 in 1915. 

Executioaof 71. There w’as an appreciable increase m the number of applications for 
decrees. execution, from 132.471 in 1914 to 127.3S5 Disposals increased also, but 
not in the same proportion, and the pending file of 25.277 cases is the heaviest 
since 1911 ; the increase is contributed almost wholly b\' the Central Provinces and 
is due to the heavy institutions towards the iIom* the }ear. The amount 
realised also increased from Rs 23.55.573 to Rs The number of 

applications which were wboily iniructuous rose from 51,866 to 53,423 and 
the percentage of such applications to the niimluT disposed* of from 51*9 to 53’4, 

A^eUate 72 There was a slight decrease in the institution o* appeals in the Court of 

litigation. the Judicial Commissioner; 1.476 appeals, regular and miscellaneous, were preferred 
as against 1.524 in 1914. Disposals of first and second appeals rose from 1,064 
to 1.298. but the pending file increased from 1.403 to 1,493 ^^^d the average 
duration from 3163 days to 3709 .Applications for revision fell slightly to 447, 
while disposals increased from 400 to 454. There w as a considerable increase 
m the number of references disposed of by a Bench. There was a substantial 
decrease in appellate work of Divisional Judges. The number of appeals, regular 
and miscellaneous, instiiutt'd before Divisional Judges declined from 807 to 643 
and appeals disposed of from 646 to 478, the total pending file rising by two to 
163, of which 51 cases belonged to the Jubbulporc Division, where institutions 
increased and the Criminal file was heav) . The pending file of the Nagpur 
Dh-ision was further reduced to 70 cases. The average duration of regular appeals 
show’ed considerable improvement in all Divisions except Chhattisgarh. Institutions 
in District Judges’ Courts, inclusive of the Courts of Subordinate Judges gazetteif 
with the powrers of a District Judge, fell from 3,783 to 3,660 and disposals from 
3,800 to 3,661, the pending file standing at 667 as against 670 in the previous 
year. Institutions in Berar rose from 1,703 to 1,807 disposals from 1,838 
to 1 ,923, the pending file impro\ing from 805 to 689. The average duration of 
regular appeals was 71 'i days in the Central Provinces and 172*8 in Berar. 

Miscellaaeous. 73. Two of the three posts of District Judge in the Central Provinces 
reserved for members of the Indian Civil Service were hdd by membeis of 
that service throughout the year. The post of Additional District and Sessions 
Judge in Berar reserved for the Indian Civil Serwee was held by a member of that 
service except for a short period when no officer was available and a member of 
the Provincial Service was appointed. Two posts of Additional Subordinate 
Judge at Nagpur and Raipur were also held for part of the year by members* 
of the Indian Civil; Service. During the year the sanction of the Secretary of 
State was recmed'to the reoigamzatjon of the Judigial Service, but the complete 
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introduction of the scheme had to be postponed for financial r^ons. The p^t 
of the scheme which relates to the improvement of the scale of the pay of Munsitts 
was brought into operation. The improvement in the scale of pay for process- 
sers'ers brought into effect in 1912 has resulted in an improvement in the personnel, 
though cases of misappropriation still occur. The copying dep^ment has 
reached a fair standard of efficiency as a result of the revision of establishment in 
recent years. Much progress has been made in carrying out the building 
programme of the Ju(fid 5 Department, and only three buildings on the original 
Soiramme remain to be constructed-the Munsiffis at Lakhnadon and Saoner and 
the Court-house at Badnur, work on which had to be postponed on account of 
the reduction in expenditure due to the war. 

7— REGISTRATION 

.Report on the working of the Regist«tion Department in the Central Provinces and Berar during the 
calenWr year 1913. and Volume IV of the btatistical Abstract.] 

-j. The volume of registration busmess, which decreased in the closing RegistfaSon. 

monthlof 1014. owing to the effects produced by the outbreak of war, declmed 

Stoher (LL the^first eight months of the year nnder report, and m that penod, 

as compared wil the corresponding penod of the ^‘the’^fS'^S the 

Vhv 18 Mr cent for the Province as a whole. Later in the year v^itn the 

bLhtenmg of the money market, the recovery in the pnee of cotton and favourable 
cr^ nrospects business improved, and in the last four months, as compared with 
Se cKondfog months of 1914, the number of remstrations incre^ed by 
.A ner SS The areas most affected by the conditions of the year were the more 
iidustriallv advanced localities and the cotton-producing tracts, and, while the total 
number o/registrations in the Central Provinces, \^ere there is a greater variety of 
rroos declined by only 2 per cent, the decline m B«ar, where the cotton crop is of 
Somt importance, aiAounted to 21 per cent. The total number of registra- 
S^rrthe ^‘rovince as a whole fell from 92,601 to 80 553 . f f P« 

while the aggregate value of the property affected fell from 566 to 458 
Sot brig per cent; the latter would h exhibited a larger (^edme but 

SthfremstratiOTi of documents of exceptionally high value m several distncts. 

tor the regisir m the Central Provmces is confined 


Sator In BS thJterSiT common to ,alf olassds of &oum^ except 
^ movable property s-iid is most marked in the case of 

to plrpetualLse^, s?les of imm^ovable property and rnortgages. 
Sralons affecting immovable property dtoed by a p« 

. P . i_ Provinces and by 22 per cent in Berar, resulting in a fall of 15 

cent forS Pr^^^^^ Gifts rose slightly in the Centrd 

ILinS c^fog to a number of gifts of land by malguzars in one Astnet for public 
Ssef Opional registrations relating to immovable property declmed m 

SSer bv ? per ceOT for the combined area, while the aggregate value feU by 
"Ifefc^t ^R^^strationsaffectingmovable property rose by 4 per cent but 

ij per cent. / mnercent The number of orders filed under the Land 

mcreased from i,i62to it decreased. 

wS three per cent of these sales were in favour of agriculturists. Mortgages 

TX^£^^y^tstcLsediromi, 6 i^to 1,552. ^he numbOT of ^llag^ ^d 

mSaged rose slightly from 2,339 to 2,359. ^S«ty-two per cent 
of these moiteies were in favour of non-agricullumts. Sale-deeds of “ahk- 
* niofs and absolute-occupancy holdings rose from 3,474 to 3,627, and of 

-n. i«vk~i,%s£?ilsS 


^rt^to jr.rs; Exp^ndtaie fen to 

“V 6 to Tl» pactoge of expeoditore 
to receipte^ras 36 as against 33 m the ptevioui two years. 
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-Resolution on the working of the -'f t’ - 

1915-16. and Volume IV of the Statistic.il Ahstuict. 


7,. There was no change dnringlhe ye,irin 
there w-eie some changes in consUtution i in Nagpur a neii^ 
existence 
increased 
members \ 

except Chhota Chhindwara bcld the prosLuui-u ..u.... — — V the 

ance at the meetings, with a le« ?'rt- ‘ I’tr.u. 

Central P^o^^nces, but was disappouitmg in AmnwU l o»n iVi, int'ci, 

The system ol triennial elections was adopu-c! thn.ug on > ' ' “'k,,, 

during the year, hut in Berar the system ol /Of >nein o 

continues. The amount of iniere.sl taken in cici I iMi" \ lira c. ^ ‘ 

place and even within the same centre> 
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Expenditure. 


76. The total income of all Municipaliiv^ ^ ,011-.^ 

and debt, was Rs. 32.9?- 763. as ^'«ntpared with Rs 33 - 09 . /o ^ 
if Government contributions be excluded, the real mcon.t * under the 

was Rs. 27.84. S64 against Rs. 26 . 55 .i 5 « ^be -ncnvise ^^a.s nuinh 
Lad •‘Ociroi’’tnd water-rate; the net receipts Irom " t. 

Rs. 42.000 more than in the previous year owing u. the ^ 

income from taxes other than octroi rose b> about R> S5.000, ‘ 

due to the realisation of outstanding arrears oi u ater-rate and ^ " ‘ 

The all-round incidence of IMunicipal taxation per head ol 
Central Proinnces from Rs. 2-0-3 to Rs. 2-5-2. while ni l»erar _ «=• • ‘ 

practically the same, namely. Rs. 1-9-3. .‘‘f compared with Rs. 1-0-- in m 
Le^nous 'year. Realisations under special Acts amounted to 
Lpresenting, as in the previous year.^ 4 per C( nt ol the lota 

while revenue derived from Municipal property ‘ ..numnted 

Rs. 5,71,000. an increase of Rs. 34.000. Cxovernment contnb ^ ‘ ^ 

to Rs ^ 6,199 as against Rs. 6,54.024 in the pnwioiis year and made up <^out 

15 per cent of the total Municipal income; the decrease was due t^o ^‘ e^ijn 

holding, owing to financial stringency, of a sum of oyer two ay . 

earmarked for sanitary purposes in 1915 16 Nearly three-fourns 4rra„u of 

contributions consisted of grants for sanitary works and 

Rs. 1.70,000 to the Nagpur and Harda Municipalities for draina^ sc , 

Rs. i!93,3o 8 to Akola, Damoh, Buldana. Ar\'i and Seom lor 

projects. Grants for educational purposes amounted to Rs. 94 i 790 

Rs. 1,89.347 in 1914-15, the latter figure including special grants of Ks 1,14.000 

for primary school buildings. 

77. The opening balance of all Municipalities at the beginning of *6 ye^ 
was Rs. 11,72,984; receipts amounted to Rs. 39.57)227 and disbursem 
Rs. 40,36,600, leaving a closing balance of Rs. 10,93,611, or about . . • 

lessdi^ at the enf of the prerioas year. The minimum “,^ 5 ! 

Municipalities w^ere revised during the year to meet local requiremen > . . 

closing balances at the end of the year w^ere well above the prescribe - . 
all but three towns ; in some Municipalities balances were ortual 

special objects. Excluding debt and extraordinary expeniture, 
expenditure amounted to Rs. 36,44,486 against Rs. 36,59,3^ ii' ^ 9^4 5 - 
capital outlay on water-supply was Rs. 3,64,597 against 3 > 92 , 5 
previous year. The capital expenditure on drainage amounted to , 3 > 

as compared with Rs. 3,19,400 in the previous year; a 

rupees was spent on the Nagpur drainage scheme. The « 

conservancy and sanitation amounted to Rs. 6, 25,^3, an increase o s. ^ ■ 

No new improvement schemes were taken up during the year, althoug y 

Municipalities schemes for water-supply, drainage and town improvem ^ 
under condderation or were kept in abeyance tiu the advent of mo^ pro P 
times. A town-planning exWbition held at Nagpur, fie cost of whch w^ m y 
Government, was attend^ by representatives of all Mtimapal Committees 
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Stimulated Interest in the subject. The expenditure on Education rose from 
4,27,672 to Rs. 5,11,863, but the increase was largely due to expenditure 
from Government contributions for the improvement of school buildings. 
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78. At the close of the year eighteen Municipalities were indebted to Loans. 
Government on account of loans granted to them. The amount advanced during 
the year was Rs. 3,87,000, an increase of Rs. 1,20,000. Sums of half a lakh of 
rupees were advanced to the Nagpur Municipality as a sixth instalment of a loan 
of 8 lakhs and to the Harda Municipality as the second instalment of a loan of a 
lakh for drainage schemes and Rs. 49,000 to the Arvi Municipality as a second 
instalment for a water-works scheme. Other advances made during the year were 
sums of Rs. r, 60,000 and Rs. 75,000 to the Akola and Damoh Municipalities, 
respectively, for water-works schemes. The total balance outstanding at the close 
of the year on account of loans was Rs. 26,^,762 against Rs. 24,13,422 in the pre- 
vious year ; of this sum Nagpur was responsiWe for Rs, 13,79,437 and Jubbulpore 
for Rs. 3,56,006. The finances of all Municipalities which had taken loans were 
in a satisfactory’ condition. 


9— DISTRICT COUNCILS AND LOCAL BOARDS 


[Resolution on the working of the District Councils and Local Boards of the Central Provinces and Berar 
for the year 1915-16, and Volume I\' of the Statistical Abstract ] 


DISTRICT 
COUNCILS Afld 
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79. There was no change in the number of District Councils and Local 
Boards or in the number of members, but in Berar eight seats reser\’ed for cl®<^t®daieetings and 
members were filled by nomination, because the electors failed to elect the aWAnAanr i*. 
prescribed number of members. All District Councils and District Boards held 
the prescribed number of meetings ; one Local Board and three Zamindari Boards 
failed in this respect. Out of a total of 736 meetings held by Local Boards, 77 
proved abortive for want of a quorum. Fifteen District Councils and fifty-nine 
Local Boards had an average non-official attendance of under 50 per cent and the 
provincial averages for these bodies were 46 and 42 per cent, respectively. 


ilo. Income and expenditure, excluding account heads, showed an increase facom e^aod 
of Rs. 93,000 and Rs. 3,85,000, respectively, over the figures of 1914-15. The**P*“ 
principal variations in income were increases of Rs. 98,000 in Government 
contributions and Rs. 37,000 under Local Rates and decreases of Rs. 21,000 
in Cattle-pound Receipts and of Rs. 1 8,000 in Bazar Cesses. _ Government 
contributions amounted to nearly 16 lakhs of rupees ; of this about nine and a half 
lakhs was assigned for educational purposes, including special grants of 
Rs. 2,06,000 for the mamtenance of new primary’ schools, Rs. 66,000 for pension 
contributions and raising the pay of masters and Rs. 1,67,000 for the construction 
and extension of schools of the Vernacular Middle and Primary Grades. The 
measures for the expansion of Primary’ Education resulted in an increase of 32 in 
the number of schools in this grade. Six lakhs was assigned for Civil works, 
including a sum of Rs. 3,82,000 on account of the maintenance of roads and 
buildings transferred from the Public Works Department to District Councils. 

In the Berar Division the closing balances of the District Boards, which have been 
excessive in the past, were over three and a quarter lakhs less than at the close 
of the previous year, though the balance of the Akola Board was still the largest in 
the Province. The programmes of road construction which have been prepared for 
the Division will usefully employ the balances at the disposal of these Boards. 

The total expenditure on Education, excluding the cost of buildings and repairs, 
amounted to Rs. 8,06,000 in the Central Provinces and Rs. 3,93,000 in Berar, 
the percentage of the total income thus expended in the two areas falling at 31 
anti 35 cent, respectively. The expenditure on school buildings was 

Rs. 4,24,381, as compared with Rs. 2,^5,275 in 1914-15. The number of 
dispensaries subsidised by District Funds increased from 160 to 165, and the 
expenditure incurred was Rs. 1,57,834, an increase of 25 per cent over the previous 
year’s figure. The expenditure on vaccination was Rs. 98,971, about Rs. 20,000 
more than in the previous year, the excess being due to increase of staff and 
improvement of the scale of p^, and Rs. 30,644 was spent on conservancy. 
Government made a grant of Rs. 55,000 for the improvement of village water- 
supply, but a considerable balance was left unspent at the close of the year and it 
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has been decided in future to concentrate these grants on particular areas Tlte 
BOARDS total expenditure on Cml works amounted to Rs. 18.89,905 against Rs. i 13 

in the previous year. The expenditure on communications. <is in ilu* previous 

year, accounted for about 38 per cent of this total, while Rs. spi'nt 

on school buildings. The results of the working of the Di> i.'5ionaI Local Fund 
Engineer scheme were under examination during the year, but .a iinal opinion has 
not yet been pronounced on its suitability to the circumstances of tht‘ Province. 
The amount spent on arboriculture was ks. 34,029. Tht' number o*' cattle-pounds 
increased from 1.397 to i ,435 : the income fell by 4 per cent, while th»‘ expendi- 
ture rose by 3 per cent. All charges on account of \’eterin.iry Dispen.saries, 
except the pay of Veterinary Assistants, continued to he met fn»m District 
Funds. The number of cases treated rose considerably. 
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lo—MILlTARY (VOLrXTEKRlNd) 

81. The Nagpur Volunteer Rifles and the IVng.'il- Nagpur Raimay Rifles 
were the only Volunteer Corps in the Prorince The enrolled strength of the 
Nagpur Volunteer Rifles in 1915-16 numbered 1.331. including 3). Commi.s- 
sioned Officers, as compared with 1,372, including 32 Commissioned Odlcers, in 
1914-13. Of this number, 1,203 were classed as ‘‘J^it.a-e.ncient, 121 as elHcienl 
and seven as non-efficient, while marksmen numhen^d 381, as etimparud with 324 in 
the preceding year. There Avere Si Reservists, all of whom were effi.-ient. The 
annual Camp-of-Exercise was held at Nagpur tn)m the 23rd to the 29th January 
1916. The average strength actually Ii\ing in Camp numbered 520 of nil ranks, 
as compared with 716 in the pre\ious yi'ar, the decrease in aitendanct: being 
attributed to the inability of some \*oluntecrs lo leave their o-dinary duties. 
The operations in Camp included field-firing i*xercise, and the Battalion obtained 
useful experience in field practice with the 2n(l Battalion, Bi*ngtil-Nngpur Railway 
Volunteer Rifles, whose Camp was held at Ntagpi.r durii'g llw* same period. The 
Corps was inspected duing the Camp-ol-Exen’ise Iav the General (Officer Com- 
manding the Jubbulpore Brigade, who expressi*d hinisel as geiu'raliy satisfied with 
what he had seen. A detachment of seven men was sent to reinforci* the Maxim 
Gun Section of ihe Corps on active service with the Indian Expeditionary’ Force 
'‘B,”w’hile two more Volunteers received Commissions in tlu* Indian Army 
Reserve of Officers during the year The financial position o* the Corps was 
satisfactory. 
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83. The total enrolled strength of the 2nd Battalion, Bcngal-Nagpur 
Railway Corps, w’hich has its head-quarters at Nagpur, was 594 on the 
3 1 st March 1916, as compared with 630 in the preceding year. Of this number 304, 
incluffing 14 Officers, were employed in the Central Provinces, and of these 235 
were classed as extra-efficient. 66 as efficient and three as non-efficient, wrhile 
marksinen numbered 90. During the year field days were held at Kharagpur 
for tactical exercises, and at the annual Camp-of-Exercise, which was held at. 
Nagpur simultaneously with the Camp of the Nagpur ^’olunteer Rifles, the 
Battalion engaged in field operations in combination with the latter Corps. 
The financial position of the Corps was satisfactory. 



CHAPTER IV 

PRODTTOnON AND DISTRIBUTIOISr. 


i-AGRICULTURE Aoncoi^ 

TURB 

[.Report on the working of the Depaitment of Agriculture and on the Agricultural Stations of the Central — 

Piovinces for the year ending the 30th June 1916.] 

83. The Department of Agriculture is now firmly established and its activi- Agricutture. 
ties are only limited by lack of staff and money ; it is unfortunate therefore that 
expansion continued to be hampered by financial stringency in 1915-16. Effect 

could not be given to the additions to the superior staff sanctioned by the Secre- 
tary ®f State and no change was made in the organisation of the Department's 
operations in three main Circles covering the wheat, rice and cotton tracts of the 
Province. Although the need for economy prevented the inauguration of projects 
on a large scale, the equipment of the new farm at Betul was completed and 
new farms were opened at Chandkhuri in the Raipur District and at Kawardha. 

In other directions expenditure had to be curtjuled and the total cost of the 
Department amounted to four and a half lakhs of rupees, an increase of only 
Rs. 1 3,469 over the previous year. 

84. The course of instruction at the Agricultural College was remodelled by Agricultural 
the adoption of a new curriculum, which provides a two years’ course in practice education, 
and theoretical agriculture, including the necessary allied science, and for specially 

selected students an advanced course of one and a half or two years more for the 
study of various branches of science, while continuing their training in practical 
agriculture. The introduction of the new curriculum has popularised the course and 
has greatly increased the number of applications for admission, necessitating the 
; extension of the College hostel. A fair proportion of the new students are sons 
of agriculturists ; such students, when they have passed out of the College, not 
only farm their own lands on improved lines, but also exert a wider influence as 
.urtpaid demonstrators of the methods of the Department. Practically none, 
however, of the agriculturists who are given scholarships to attend the matricu- 
■lation classes at High Schools go on to the Agricultural College. The necessity 
df'Considering the whole question of agricultural education has been recognised 
. and a representative conference was convened for the purpose. 

The publication and issue of the Agricultural and Co-operative Gazette in 
English and vernacular continued throughout the year, but the circulation fell 
from 5,912 to 5,762, the decrease bemg due mainly to the elimination of persistent 
defaulters from the list of subscribers. A hand-book of agricultural leaflets was 
also issued in the Northern tract and met with a ready reception. The weekly 
cotton returns were continued and their utility was widely appreciated. 

85. The completion of the new Agricultural Research Institute gave a 
stimulus to research and the investigations of the laboratory, co-ordinated 
with the field work of the Department, are giving sound practical results. 

The season was a favourable one and interesting and valuable experiments were 
carried out at the ten Experimental Farms and large quantities of selected seeds 
of different kinds were distributed by them. The Department, while giving 
considerable attention to special crops such as sugar-cane and ground-nut and to 
experiments in artificial manures, regards as its first duty the improvement of 
staple crops by means which are within the immediate reach of every cultivator. 

The Akola Farm has achieved striking results with Rosea cotton seed, wluch 
emaimted from this Farm, and it is estimated that at least one-third of the cotton 
area of the Proinnce was sown during the year with this variety, which, as 
'Compared with the old yen', au^nents very considerably the profits of the cottoh 
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growers. On the Powarkhera Farm rotation expi^riments witii whviit \%ere 
continued and the great advantage of sowing kharif crops in lint* was wry cleariy 
demonstrated, while both on this farm and on tht* Adhanal h’arm sucof.<slul 
results were obtained by manuring with wfl///*/ refuse and hemp or farota 

weed ploughed in as green manure Other experinn-nts in staple crops luivt* 
established the value of the Siikei hai pissi, the Pusa 1:: wln at and the C:o matM 
rice as excellent yielding varieties, and useful results were also uhtained with hiar, 
sugar-cane, ground-nut and oranges. At the Raipur Farm t'xperiinei.ls coi lijjued 
to prove the great profit to be derived from transplantation (i‘ rice The f’liure 
of irrigation in the Province depends largel\ on the efforts 01 the .-\griou.iural 
Department and valuable work has been done in im estimating thi* mo>t e»‘ononiioal 
and profitable methods of applying water .Amitng other re^ull^, it has het‘n 
shown that even in a year of exceptional rainf.tll irrigatioit giveh a s^^il^^anlUll 
increase in the outturn of rice, and that for wlu*at the Iw^t reMiits are 
obtained by a good watering ahout a month aft»‘r sowing .nui anothei smaller 
watering a month later. For (‘xperimetital work tni the light soil" txpical t)f 
very large areas to be commanded by the new irrigation I'anal.** a farm was <ipfned 
at Chandkhuri to supplement the wori on the R.iipur Farm. 

The operations of the Dcpaitmeut in demonstrating to agrictllturi^th the 
increased profits to be derived from the emploMnent o*' i’npriw«*d iniplement.s and 
methods of agriculture and the use ol proper!} .M'leoted .sted rtiniinutal to 
expand. In connection with the campaign hi promote the transplant a^ntn ni rice 
in Chhattisgarh, personally conducted tout" oi selett<*d malguzar» and tenanth 
through villages 01 districts when* transplamatioti ha.>> ht'i n pracliM*d for g«*nera- 
tions are doing much to convince the conserv.ttH-e Chhatti.Ng.irln cuHivaUtrs of 
its advantages. More effective still is the sx.sieiu .idopted it* the Xortliern Circle, 
by which small demonstration plots in charge of trained kamdans are establish<*d 
in selected villages and become valuable centre^ lor the I'ollertiun ai'd di.'«semination 
of agricultural intelligence. Intimate relaliotts wi-re in<iint.iined in the Department 
with the Co-operative movement; agricultural and ^eed unions have proved 
the best me^um for the distribution of pure seed and in the Nftrthern Circle alone 
the area of certified seed farms now exceeds ri.ooo acres, whih* in the cotton 
country of Berar the Registered I ninrs distrihuK'd 203 ton-* ..nd the seed farms 
1 10 tons of Rosea seed. Good progress was made also in the .sale ot improved 
implements through the Govemmt m depot.s. i u- D(*partnient acting as selling 
agents for manufacturing firms. 

Cattle-bree(fing operations had a sui’< essful } ear at the breeding 
farms at Borgaon, Powarkhera and Chai’dkhuri and at the College Dairy 
Farm, but the Nagpur (Telinkheri) herd has not thrived in its existing 
surroundings and is being moved to grazing grounds in the Balaghat District. The 
pioneer Co-operative Farms at Naw'agaon and Khandwa continued to progress 
under Government patronage and guidance. The Nagpur Gaoli Societies in 
connection with the Telinkheri Dairv have proved a complete success and the 
organisation has been beneficial to {he public of Nagpur a.s well as to its members. 
The Entomolo^cal staff of the Department continued to be engaged in the 
investigation of the life-history of the “ Maho ” pest, w'hich in past years has 
caused considerable damage to the rice crop in Chhattisgarh, and in organising 
preventive measures to meet its ravages. 


86. In pursuance of the policy followed in other Circles progress was 
^**®®®*®*”®®* made mth the formation of Taluc^ Agricultural Associations in the Western 
Circle in place of the old District Associations, w’hich have proved too 
bulky and heterogeneous. The new Taluq Associations have proved their capa- 
city to do more practical work in advandng scientific agricultural practice than 
the larger bodies, which are to be recast as advisory botfies for the (hstricts as 
a whole. 
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1 («)— CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES 

[lUpOTtJlon thfi working o£ the Co^opeiatiTe Societies in the Centnd Provinces and Berar for the year 1915- idi 3 

^ 87.9? The conditions of the season of 19x5-16 were entirely favourable for 
agriculture, and though the year <hd not witness any rapid expansion of the 
co-oporative movem^ k was a period of sRpdbstantial progress and consolidation. 
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The number of societies increased from 2,297 including 1 25 guaranteeing 

unions of existing primary societies. The membership rose from 44,084 to 
^^>538, and the working capital from 72^ to 87 lakhs of rupees ; of the 
increase in membership some 4,000 were newly enrolled in primary societies, 
w'hile the remainder were members of primaij societies converted into share- 
holders in the Central Banks to which their societies are afSliated. The control- 
ling agency has been strengthened and an Assistant Commissioner and two Extra- 
Assistant Commissioners have been appointed to assist the Registrar, thus provid- 
ing, with the Assistant Registrar, an officer for each of the four Circfes into 
irhich the ftovince is divided and leaving the Registrar free for general super- 
vision. This measure has proved sufficient to permit moderate expansion, and 
four-fifths of the applications for registration were accepted. An excellent 
banning was made with the formation of guaranteeing unions of primary socie- 
ties, by which the Central Bank is left to deal with groups of societies and is thus 
relieved of much detail. Other noteworthy features of the year's working were 
the steps taken to ensure the real representation of the primary societies at 
meetings of the Central Banks and the creation of owned capital by compulsory 
“ thrift-shares ” in these Banks for the members of primary societies. 


Chap. IV 

CO-OPERil- 

TIVB 

SOCIETIES 


88. The working capital of the Provincial Bank rose from Rs. 13,44,350 Workiiig 
to Rs. 16,78,400, and half of this capital is invested in the co-operative movement Ceateal 
within the Province. Cash repayments of loans by Central Banks amounted 

to Rs. 7,47,393, while deposits mcreased from Rs. 1,69,275 to Rs. 4,73,645. 

The total deposits held by the Provincial Bank increased from Rs. 9,86,786 to RanVe 
Rs. 13,35,231. The Bank declared a dividend of 4 per cent, and the reserve 
fund was raised from Rs. 40,822 to Rs. 54,000, Rs. 12,000 of which is provided 
for the temporary depreciation of securities. The Provincial Federation of 
Co-operative Banks, as the governing body of the movement in the Province, 
maintained discipline and co-ordination of effort and kept a careful watch upon its 
members. The Congress of elected delegates from the Central Banks met 
during the year to consider the recommendations of the All-India Committee 
on Co-operation and revised the by-laws of Central Banks and of primary 
societies and drafted by-laws for the guaranteeing unions. There were 29 
Central Banks as in the previous year, and it is one of the best features of the year 
that these institutions have continued to grow in financial strength. Their working 
capital increased from Rs. 29,37,461 to Rs. 36,20,726, share capital from 
Rs. 6,03, 1 73 to Rs. 8,00,687 and deposits by individuals from Rs. 11,66,702 to 
Rs. 16,17,709. The financial stability of the Central Banks was apparent from- 
the fact that they owned 24 per cent of their capital against a standard of 
io per cent aimed at in Europe and a standard of 12^ per cent recommended by 
the Committee on Co-operation. The Banks’ indebtedness to the Provincial 
Bank had fallen to Rs. 8,42,848 at the close of the year. The Central Banks 
• hold no fluid resource and only a small reserve, which amounted to Rs. 5 S»^o* 
at the close of the year, but they depend on the protection afforded by the fluid 
resource maintained by the Provincial Bank. 

89. Agricultural Societies for purposes other than credit are still in their Agricult ura l 
infancy, and are practically confined to Seed Unions, but the spontaneous 
appearance of small, unions of substantial tenants, who have put up their own 

capital to start small farms for the production of pure seed, indicates that the 
co-operative spirit has taken firm root. The number of registered societies of this 
class increased from 18 to 24 and all made good progress. The twelve registered 
Cotton Unions in the Western Circle produced and sold 591,131 lbs. of pure 
Rosea seed and made profits amounting to over Rs. 56,000. In the Southern 
Circle there were two societies for cattle-breeffing in the Rmpur District, while the 
two societies of Gaolis in Nagpur made a profit of Rs. 4,778 for their 25 members 
and conducted their business satisfactorily. In the Northern Circle seven Seed 
Unions, which exist simply for the purpose of producing pure seed for wheat and 
rice, largely increased thdir stocks. 

90. The number of societies of this class rose from 2,154 to 2,412, the Agricultwal 
membership from 36,981 to 40,998, the working capital from Rs. 28,0^,533 to 

Rs. 32,57,634 and the savings depoats by members with their own societies from 
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Rs. 1,06,788 to Rs. 1,27,622 ; including the latter, the societies owned approximately 
1 2^ per cent of their capital. 2,234 societies were shareholders in the Central 
Banks to which they were affiliated. 

91. There were ten of these in existence in the Province. The most 
important were the Government Press Society and the Pobt Office (Central 
Circle; Society. The latter is destined to become a very big concern, while the 
former continued its career of unbroken success 

92. Societies of this class decreased in number from 85 to 81. membership 
from 1,115 to 1,066 and working capital from Rs. 52.500 to Rs 50.31 2 There 
are 53 societies of weavers. 5 of dyers. 2 of workers in gold and silver. 7 ot basket 
makers, 4 of workers in brass and copper, 2 of potters, 7 ol petty traders and 
I of leather workers. The w eaters and dyers have not Net reco\ered fnnn the 
depression caused by the war. which affected them more ■^tvtrely than any other 
class in the Pronnee. The societies ol petty traders lack cohesion .ind hate not 
yet learnt to co-operatc The «»ther societies made satisfactory progress 

93 The Pro\incial Bank increased its depo'^iis and n'ser\e fund and 
declared a dividend of 4 per cent The Central Ban'r.s strengthened their financial 
position and collected the major poiilon o* the amount due for recovery from 
their constituent societies Thi coopirati\e mo\emcnt in thi Proxince at the 
close of the year was sel'-suppoiti’ g it owed no money to Government or to 
the Allahabad Bank and was in possession o imeslments out.side its own business 
aggregating over 107’ lakhs 0: rupees Of these investments, ^i\ and a half lakhs 
was fluid, and over and above this re^oune thi-re remahit'd intru\ the <“ash credit of 
ten lakhs granted by the Allahabud Bank 

1 (oj-VETKRIXARV DEPARTMENT 

Repuit uri’tf norki^ -»♦ C ' \f ir * I *» , C i J I'l > ’ tc 1 ^ c.ii cruir^ 1' e 

3i^t Muc*i 1916 ^ 

94. The year was an except ini >ally i'eakln ore 'or i attle ...nd the mortality 
from rinderpest showed a doereasi. o* nearly 64 per cei’t Irom the previous year’s 
figure, which was itself less than a thrd ol that for 1913-1^, w bile the mortality 
from all diseases w as little more than two-thirds of that hi i9i-;-i5. On the 
other hand, a considerabK Incrtase in the namber o! cast s treated both in the 
field and dispensaries, which totalled w ell ex er a quarter ot a million, excluding 
inoculations, shoxvs that the actixfities ot the Department^ officers and the confi- 
dence of the people in their work are steadily increasing The assistance of the 
agricultural community is enlisted in popularising inoculation and the services 
rendered by cultivators in this direction xvere recognised by the grant of sanaxis 
in 26 cases The rules for the reporting of outbreaks of cattle disease were, 
revised during the year and an improx'ed system xvas introduced for reporting 
outbreaks in Government forest areas, which, it is hoped, wdth the co-operation 
of the Forest Department authorities, xvill secure more prompt recourse to 
remedial measures when an outbreak of disease occurs in a Government forest. 
The Laboratory demonstrated its usefulness in the Department’s xvork by facilitating 
the prompt diagnosis of disease. The Central Proxnnees Slaughter of Animals Act, 
*9*5) which was recently passed into law’, should do much to improve the 
w’or^g and regulate the sanitation of the larger slaughter-houses, and the 
frammg of rules suitable to local conditions is under consideration. 

95. During the year the expenditure incurred by the Veterinary Department 

rose sBghtiy from Rs. 2,10,555 ^ 2,21,288. The increase was chiefly Jdue 

to larger expenditure by Loom Boffies on the maintenance of dispensaries and 
hospitals and the construction of auxiliary buildings. Provincial expenditure 
decreased by nearly Rs. 20,000 owing partly to the exercise of economy and partly 
to the absence of one of the two Supermtendents for nearly the whole of the 
year. ^ In order to secure men with a higher standard of traiiang for the staff of 
Veterinaiy ^sistants and to induce stud^ts from these Provinces to undergo the 
rau^ of training at Bombay, a scheme for the improvement of the scale of pay 
of these i^iicers received adnunistrative sanction ckumg the year and effect is to 
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be ^ven to the measure as soon as funds are available. The prospect of better depart^^It 
conditions has already begun to attract graduates from the Presidency Colleges 
and a marked advance in the standard of efficiency is expected to follow the 
introduction of the reform. The improvement in the prospects of compounders, ’ 

and in particular the provision of a pension, has had an excellent effect on the 
recruiting and training of this class. 

2~WEATHER and crops weather 

AND CROPS 


[Season and Crop Report of the Central Provinces for the year 1015-16, aiea and yield of certain pzincipal 
cropii in India, 2915-16, and Agricultural Statistics oi India, Volume I ] 


96. The monsoon of 1915 broke in the last week of June and gave Rainfall 

f enerally well distributed and sufficient rain for be^'nning the sowing of the 
harif crops. During July, August and September the rainfall was seasonable 
and the condition of the crops was generally good and prospects were favourable 
throughout the Province. There was good rainfall in the first fortnight of October, 
followed by showers in the latter half of the month, which greatly facilitated the 
preparation of land for the sowing of the spring crops. Though sowings were 
somew'hat delayed by the late rain in parts of the Provinces, the germination 
of the crops w'as throughout satisfactory. Light to moderate rain was received 
in all districts in November and December, but January passed practically rainless. 

About the middle of February general rain fell throughout the Provbces and benefited 
the standing crops, except in a few tracts where slight damage was caused by hail* 
storms and frost. A sprinkling of rain fell in a limited area in March and some 
light showers were received in April and May. The general average rainfall of 
the Central Provinces during the year was 49*08 inches as compared with an 
average of 48 35 inches for the past 48 years. All districts, except Saugor, 
Hoshangabad, Narsinghpur, Nimar, Betul, Chanda and Drug, received more than 
the average rainfall, the excess being most marked in Jubbulpore and Bhardara, 
wffiere it amounted to 30 and 22 per cent, respectively. In Berar the general 
average w'as 33 52 inches as against an average of 31 91 for the last 22 years' 

97. The kharif area in the Central Pro^dnees expanded again by 336,816 Character of 
icres (3 per cent), the increase bei^ common to all districts except Wardha, season, 
^agpur, Chanda and Raipur. The expansion in the Jubbulpore Division 
'amounted to 206,260 acres (9 per cent), in the Nerbudda Division to 151,819 
acres (6 per cent) and in the Chhattisgarh Division to 36,627 acres ( i per cent), 
while in the Nagpur Division there was a contraction of S%Sgo acres (2 per cent). 

The area under juar rose by no less than 375,221 acres (20 per cent) owing in 
part to the substitution of this crop for cotton on account of the depression in 
the price of the latter and in part to the high price of rabi seed, while the 
area under rice, encouraged by the favourable rainfall at sowdng time, rose by 
129,749 acres (3 per cent). The area under cotton decreased by 414,911 
acres (25 per cent!. The kharif area in Berar rose by 7-398 acres, the 
area under juar and til increasing by 1 1 and 16 per cent respectively, w'hile that 
under cotton shrank by 10 per cent. The outturn of the kharif crop for the 
Central Provinces and Berar as a whole ranged from 90 to 128 per cent of the 
normal. The rabi area of the Provinces taken together increased ‘by 1^1,032 
acres (2 per cent) ; the area under wheat in the Central Provinces rising by 
144,180 acres (5 per cent). All Divisions, except Jubbulpore and Nerbudda, 
shared in the increase. The contraction which took place in these two Divisions 
was partly due to the extension of the kharif area and partly to want of seed, while 
the expansion of the double-cropped area and favourable climatic conditions at 
sowing time account for the increase recorded in the remaining Divisions. 

The rabi harvest ranged from 90 to 100 per cent of a normal crop. Timely 
and abundant rainfall obviated the necessity for artificial watering, and the 
irrigated area consequently contracted further in the_ Central Provinces from 
720,398 acres to 513,137 acres (29 per cent). The shrinkage was most marked 
in the Nagpur and Chhattisgarh Divisions, wh»e the area fell by 161,428 ^d 
47,547 a 'res, respectively. Irrigation in Berar is chiefly confined to the watering 
of garden crops from wells, and the area irrigated increased by 4,167 acres. There 
was no deficiency of either fodder or water. 
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98. Rice. — The area under rice in the Central Provinces rose by 129,749 
acres (3 per cent). The seasonal conditions were veiy’ favourable for the crop, 
though in Chhattisgarh a break in the rain delayed iran.splanting and thinning 
and insect pests again caused damage. The Bhandara District had u bumper 
crop, and in the Central Prorinces, as a whole, the yit'ld of broadca.st and 
transplanted rice amounted to 1 14 and i^Sof the normal, resp'vtively. against 
92 and 121 in the previous year, 

yuar . — Juar occupied 2.217,034 acres in the C('PlraI Pro\hi(‘s. 375,221 
acres (20 per cent' more than the large area sown hi the previou't year. In 
Berar the area increased by 258.424 acres or by 1 1 per ci".it 'I'lic t't.jrse of the 
monsoon was favourable for the crop and the outturn w..>! sit’s arto-v evt‘*-y \ here, 
the total yield for both Provinces being 112 per rent of i.ie normal .'.gainM too 
in the prerious year. 


Cotton . — In the Central Provim'es the 
from 1,643.543 to 1. 2 2 S. 63 2 acres or by 


monsoon, when continuous a-id excessive rain :e.i in mo-.*, o' tin- ’.mporiani cotton 
districts For the Central Provi'->res aiul Bemr togi'the", I'le outtu'n was 103 
against 92 in 1914-15 


ivr i 

d 

■idcr ' 

•uttun docnvuscd 

>5 p*v f 

•c It 

i .! 

III 

JhT.'ir from 


T’l > 


• < ii;- 

’ t i.s 

ill 

iht' 

p-f.; 


ver The 

pi 

, It 1’ 

.v.rds 


clu.st* oi the 


TU . — The area under til in ilie Ceixni. Pr*/;'*"'' '< 1 ‘'ro:n .'''}.3.976 to 
813,088 acres or by 4 per cent marly owin^ co 1/ rain at sowing 
time in certain districts; but in Bera" the ..n*, . 1 1 hy 133.50 acres 

(16 per cent'. Despite the Irde arriv.il o»' i> e • i,t ro m* .-*.3 th ‘ htvivy '‘all at the 
start, the course the season was .'i\om.hl • to th'» "-o’l i . :n -i J'-t-’cts, ex*' ‘p; 
towards the end of the mnnsuon, w'lei. re n’Y cted the crop in 

the northern districts For the Cei.ral Procc'.re-t a*' ! I>« 'ir together, the outturn 
was 106 against 96 in the previous ye.u* 


IF‘'e,it. ^The area placed u’'der wheot aiiu • ’'e a -grain in the Central 
Prorinces amounted to 3,346.331 acres, an iner . 44.1'^ ' .teres (5 per cent) 

over last year's figures The lute mo iso-. -i -ni-. f.Aor.ihle for the sownng 
of the crop and germination was generally itood .'i',.’ tough had seed and heavy 
rain in the Nagpur and Chanda Districts, re'^pectivi'lv netie'.sitaicd resowing, while 
cloudy weather affected germination ir Xim ir The cold weather rainfall benefited 
the standing crops, but cloudy weather, frost and h.'dl caused some damage in 
a few districts For the Central Provincf'S and liiT.ir together, a normal outturn 
was reaped against 86 per cent in the previous vi;ar. Gram fared less satisfac- 
torily and the yield for the Province as a whole was 96 per cent o^ the normal. 

Linseed . — The area under linseed i't the Central Pro,'inces and Berar 
decreased by 174.323 acres (15 per cent; and 4,909 acres 19 per cent), respec- 
tively. The fall in the price of linseed, adverse climatic conditions at sowing 
time, the extension of w'heat cultivation and the scarcity of seed owing to failure 
of last year’s crop mainly account for the shrinkage. Protracted rain at sowing 
time, cloudy weather, frost, insects and rust slightly damaged the crop and 
reduced the outturn in some districts. For both areas together, the estimated 
yield amounted to 96 against 80 per cent in 19 14- 15. 


3-HORTICULTURE 


[Report on the management of the Piovindal and District Gardens in the Central Provinces and Berar for the 
Tear 1915.16.] 


99. The season was on the whole favourable for horticulture, and, vrith the 
maintenance of a satisfactory water-supply from the Telinkheri Tank, further 
improvement was effected in the appearance of the Maharajbagh Garden. The 
surrounchngs of the garden have been greatly improved by the tasteful laying out 
of the pounds of the Agricultural Research Institute and of some waste land in 
the vicinfty. The new varieties of orange and mango which were introduced, as 
an experim^t, from Bangalore made good growth, and the frmt of the former, 
though amilar in appearance to a local variety, proves superior to it both in. 
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flavour and skm. The number of plants which were sold or distributed free during 
the year was 35,504, nearly 5,000 more than last year, but the income 
fell by Rs. 1 ,200, the decrease being largely due to the reduction in the stock 
of grafted and budded plants owing to the eictension of the ornamental part of 
the garden. The expenditure remained practically the same as last year, while 
the net cost rose from Rs. 8,550 to Rs. 9,765. The Telinkheri Garden was on 
the whole well maintained during the year and its appearance further improved, 
but owing to a shortage of water-supply during the hot weather months the 
^t garden suffered some loss. The facilities for irrigating the garden are being 
improved so as to overcome this deficiency in future. The receipts of the 
garden continue to show a satisfactory rise due to increased sales of vegetables 
and fruit. The Pachmarhi and Pagara Gardens also had a generally satisfactory 
season, despite damage caused by excessive rain in August and by frost in 
February. Very fair crops of fruit and vegetables were raised and the display 
of flowers was again a fine one. The new well in the Pachmarhi Garden was 
completed and proved entirely successful. The total receipts decreased to 
Rs. 5,667 from Rs. 6,026 in the previous year, while the total expenditure amounted 
to Rs. 6,048 against Rs. 6,316 in the previous year. The decrease in receipts is 
due, as in the previous year, to the reduction in the sale of produce owing to 
military changes at Pachmarhi and Jubbulpore. 


HORTICIIL- 

TDRB 


100. The total receipts fell slightly from Rs. 11,776 to Rs. 11,763, while Di^ct 
expenditure dropped from Rs. 30,991 to Rs. 27,605. The net expenditure was Garden*, 
thus Rs. 15,842 against a net expenditure of Rs. 19,215 in the previous year. 

Receipts were seriously affected by the failure of the orange crop in several 
gardens, while the prolonged hot weather also had a disastrous effect on 
vegetable crops. The main difficulties experienced are the inadequacy of the 
available water-supply and the lack of competent gardeners. To meet the latter 
defect arrangements were made for local men of the right stamp to be sent to 
Nagpur for training, but only one recruit was secured. The working of the 
gardens is being examined with a view to effecting greater economy and eflficiOTcy 
in mangement % restricting the staff employed and the area cultivated strictly 
within the limits of local needs and by leasing out the extra land which is not 
required for garden purposes. 


4- FORESTS 


FORESTS 


[Reports of the Conservators of Forests of the Northern, Southern and Berar Circles, on the Forest Adminis- 
tration in the Central I’rovinces and Berar for the jear 1915-16, with the review thereon, and Statistical Abstract, 

Volume II, Financial.] 

1 01. The total area of forest under the control of the Forest Department at Forest areas, 
the close of the year was 19,666 square miles, a reduction of one square mile. 

The area of A Class forest decreased by nine square miles in all, while B Class and 
C Class forest increased by three square miles and five square miles respectively. 

Ten square miles in all were disforested for the extension of cultivation. The 
percentage of Reserved Forests on the total area of the Province was 19’ 7. 

During the year i4'98 square miles were finally settled, while at its close settlement 
operations were in progress in respect of an area of 9' 12 square miles. 


102. The total expenditure on demarcation work was Rs. 13,089, Rs. 9,473 Demarcation 
less than the expenditure in the previous year. The total length of boundaries Survey, 
decreased during the year by 104 miles, a reduction of 50^ miles being obtained 

by exchanges of forest areas with malguzari lands. The operations of the 
Survey of India Department were confined to the Berar Circle, in which Party 
No. 5 continued the topographical survey in the Nimar and Buldana Districts. 

A Reserved Forest area of 54 square miles was surveyed on the 2-inch scale 
and a boundary survey was made on the 4-inch scale. Forest village surveys 
through the agency of the local staff were continued in all the three Circles. 

103. Revised working-plans were sanctioned during the year for the forests Workingf- 
of the Chhmdwara and Akola Divisions. Revdsed plans for both the North and P«®s. 

South Raipur Divisions were submitted for orders, the plans for the Balaghat and 
Melghat Divisions were ready for submission at the end of the year and orders were 

passed on the working-plan for the Yeotmal Division. Out of the total area of 
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19,666 square miles of forest under the control of the Forest Department vroiking- 
pkns had been sanctioned for 15,212 square miles, plans were under preparation 
for 1,980 square miles, plans have still to be prepared for 564 square miles and 
in respect of 2. no square miles, mostly of B Class, ro plans are required 

104. The total expenditure on communications amounted to 40 795 a.s 
compared with Rs. 90,331 in the previous year, the dtcrt a.sc o- 55 per rent 
being due to curtailment of expenditure owing to the fiiv.t'.oial .stringenct The 
outlay on new works was reduced to Rs 17.499 against R.> 5O 776 in 11)14-15, 
this amount being spent mainly on regular can rn.ids The sum nf R> 23, ’96 
was spent on repairs over a length of 5 * 3^4 triiles Tht total outiav t 'jild!ng.s 
was Rs 43,700 against Rs 78.355 in the pre^iou^ year, the ndi.ctioi. j.fing 
practically confined to expenditure on new works The expenditure cm il es'e 
works amounted to Rs 15.858. the bulk 01 whici: w.is spiiu t*n hon.Miig the* 
subordinate establishment, and repairs cost Rs 27 05'' 'I he u»l.il exjw ndituu* on 
tanks, wells and other miscellaneous works tt*'.! rom Rs 25 440 to Rs 1 1 
which Rs, 6,430 was spent on new works chii .a wellh 

105 The total number of lorest offence s r. } ou« d during the _\e.ir ro.si .rom 
12,55610 13,937. There was a rise under an I'c.id", Lut unai thcui.sed gui/ing 
accounted for more than half the total incre si The inerease was .ittrii/ued 
mainly to the better patrolling and greater \igu.4ii(‘e of the’ su.ff ( th» total 
number of cases to be dealt with, two per ce-ni we're takin to Court and i''4 pe*r 
cent were settled bv oonponsation. while tour pd ee 't -eipaincd undete*eler...i elu*n 
per cent were pending a: the close of the' tear (). the 253 Ciit<"a elce*idt*d In thi' 
Courts convictions were obtained in 199 ca.ses (’* the' 13 133 east.s e'ompoiinded 
compensation was recovered in all sa\e three whii'fi wtn acquitted The average 
compensation realised per case and i cr person, re.spectivi K . was Rs C-it.-3 and 
Rs. 2-9-8 in the Northern Circle and Rs 1013-0 aid Rs .V1--7 in the iVrar 
Circle, w’hile the average compensation per per«<in m iht' SeiUiheTn Circle was 
Rs. 2-6-9. 

106. The area over which fire-protection w.is atlt mpied declined trom 
1 1,705 square miles to 10,920 square miles ard theiusi t»f tht operation^ was 
Rs. 1,01,442. Ninety-seven per cent of the area (ner which protection was 
attempted was successfully protected as against a percentage ot qb in the previous 
year. The lowest percentage of failure ot fire-proteciiun, 'b 05. occurred in the 
Melghat Division and the highest. 10 8, in the Chhindwara Division The 
average cost of protection per square mile deert ased ♦ron: Rs 9-7-0 in 1914-15 
to Rs 9-4-7 in 1915-16 

107 The area w orked by systematic fellings rose jroni 184,715 acres to 
204,361 The total number of animals grazed in' Go\ernment forests during the 
year was 3,645.032 against 3,748,741 in the previou.s year The decrease was 
shared by the Berar and Northern Circles and was attributed mainly to the 
abundance of village fodder. During the year, 1,589,920 animals grazed at 
full rates, 1,789.987 at privileged rates and 265.125 tree of charge, the corre- 
spondmg numbers in the preiaous year being respectively 1,835,635' 1,674,664 
and 238,442. The total value of grazing calculated at full rates amounted to 
Rs. 24,10,050 against Rs. 23,14,908 in the preceding ”ear. The actual revenue 
fromtlus source fell from Rs. 14,09,14910 Rs. 13,83,04;. a decrease of Rs. 26,102, 
which is confined to Berar, and is more than accounttc. for by the reduction in 
fees recovered as surtax for grazing in A Class fore ..s. The total value of 
the concessions granted in respect of grazing in Government forests amounted 
to Rs. 10,79,338 against Rs. 9,81,274 in the preceding year. The grazing 
incidence per head of cattle varied in the Northern Circle from 2"S acres to 7 ‘4 
acres and in the Southern Circle from 3*4 acres to 14*6 acres, while in the Berar 
Circle the minimum and maximum incidences in A Class forests were 2 '5 acres and 
1 '4 acres and in C Class forests 0 5 and 0*7 of an acre. The average incidence 
for the Province as a whole was 2*8 acres as in the previous year. The total 
outturn of major produce fell by 5,688,83^ cubic feet, the decrease being in both 
limber and fua. The total value of minor produce removed by all agencies 
'declinedfayRs. 69,106. / s 
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32 , 73.539 to Rs. 32,20,755 and thepinan'Sli 
expenditure from Rs. 18,80,927 to Rs. 16,95,026. There was thus an increase results, 
of Rs. 1,33,117 in the net revenue of the year, which rose from Rs, 13,92,612 
to Rs. 15,25,729. 


5*-MINES and quarries mines AMD 

* QUARSIES 



109.^ One new coal mine was opened during the year and, with the inclusion C ol lieries, 
of four trud pits which were worked, the total number of collieries worldng in the 
Province increased from seven to twelve. The output of coal rose from 244,745 
to 253,118 tons, the great bulk of which was derived, as in previous years, from 
the four mines at Ballarpur, Mohpani, Chandameta and Barkuhi. The output of 
the Mohpani and Chandameta Collieries fell by 8,500 tons, but this was more 
than counterbalanced by the increased output of 11,000 tons from the Ballarpur, 

Barkuhi and Jatachappar Collieries. The value of the total output was 
Rs, 10,83,923, a little less than in the previous year, while the general average 
price of coal at the pit*head was Rs. 4-4-6 per ton, nearly three annas lower than 
that of the previous year. The number of persons employed in coal mines was 
about 3,000 as in the previous year. 

no. The output of manganese decreased from 510,936 tons, valued at Maagaaese 
Rs. 22,02,272, to 352,969 tons, valued at Rs. 14,59,448. The provincial Mtaing. 
average price of the ore at the pit’s mouth fell from Rs. 4-5-0 to Rs. 4-2-0 
per ton. The decrease in output and the fall in value is shared by all the 
districts except Bhandara and Balaghat and is due to the set-back at first 
given to the manganese industry by the war. From the time of the out- 
break of hostilities till August 1915 there was practically no demand for the 
ore ; but since then there has been a keen demand from the United Kingdom, 

France and America, mainly for the manufacture of munitions. Notwithstanding 
this increased demand and the consequent rise in prices, the exporter was no better 
off than in normal times owing to the geat increase in sea frdghts. The average 
number of persons employed decreased by 1,799 owing to the reduction of 
'Output caused by the war in the early part of the year. 

111. The quantity of limestone won from the Katni quarries in the Miscdlaiieons. 
Jubbulpore District declined from 150,154 to 63,079 tons, though the average 
general price of the mineral advanced from 12 annas to Rs. 1-2-0 per ton. The 
•quantity of iron ore extracted amounted to only 2,800 tons as compared with 
^^6,523 tons in the previous year ; the decreased output is accounted for by the 
fact that one mine was closed down, while the Lohara Mine worked for less than 
half the year. Clays of various kinds were worked in considerable quantities and 
small quantities of bauxite, galena and Fuller’s Earth were extracted. The average 
number of persons employed in all mines was 14,296 against 18,294 in the previous 
year. The number of workers employed in excavating minerals other than 
manganese and coal fell from 4,549 to 2,222, the decrease being chiefly due to the 
reduced working of the limestone quarries. In the Nagpur, Bilaspur and Bhandara 
Districts the mines had, as usual, to depend on imported labour, as the local supply 
was inadequate. There was no material change m the rates of w’ages paud to the 
various classes of workers, and though malaria and fevers were prevalent in some 
mining camps for part of the year, their health and physical condition were 
generally good and there were no epidemics. There were 25 accidents ^ during 
the year, resulting in the death of 8 persons and serious injury to 1 7, as against 24 
accidents and 12 lives lost in 1914. In all the cases the accidents were due either 
to carelessness on the part of the workers or to a combination of circumstances 
which could not be foreseen. There were in all 105 inspections as compared 
with 102 in the preceding year. Two prosecutions were instituted under the 
Indian Mines Act and both resulted in the conviction of the accused. Sixty-seven 
prospecting licenses and 24 miiung leases We granted during the year as 
.against 72 prospecting licenses and 16 mining leases m the prerious year. 
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6—MAXUFACTl’RES 

'"Report on the VI orking of the Indian Fictorie'>_Act Xllo^igii it tni* Ctn'i.'k Piuv . • .» la.s.i. Vvi UiC 

year "1915, and Volame I of the Statistical Abstract,^ 

1 1 2. The total number of factories in the Province incrca^ell from 43b in 
1914 to 450, of which 26 remained closed during the year ; 431 factories \\ ere 
engaged in the cotton industry. The average daily number o\ operaiiws employed 
rose from 47,159 to 48,846 during the year ; i»f these 10,300 were emphwed in 
perennial and the reminder in seasonal factories. There was .m increase in the 
number of accidents reported from 162 10 217 ; of theso two wi're .‘atvil, while 5S 
•were classed as serious and 157 as minor This result, howetor, wa^ not due to 
laxity in manageirent, and the protection of irai‘hii:er\ was gt'niTally salts fav'tory 
The'sanitary arrangements in the factories w ere or. the wiu'le sattetactory, and 
the general health of the operatives with a f“n ewiTillons a s good. 

1 13, Adequate attention was given l.y the In^peding staff to the working 
of the Indian Factories Act. There were in all 3O prosecutions, 33 of which 
resulted in convictions, and in most casts s-ilutar) punisiinu‘nt was inllii'ted by 
the Courts. The total nuTber of inspeciii*ps ruM* 'u ; 77t> in 1014 to 1,003 In 
1915, while 33 factories located in outlying areas or wor .lU', o:il\ for a portion of 
the year remained uninspected 


7— TRADl-: 

"Report on the Raiiooirc Traffic o ih Cerli i Pi i. nc •» i I D*. \i 1 1 t’ p i , t i* M rc* XgiG 

and Volume of Pi'ce<i an** Wages ii Iru i 

114. Provincial trade made a great recovery from tlu* sli 'np of the pre^ious 

year and the total rail-borne traffic of the year, tmiitting ai ’inals r.rd treasure, 
amounted to 70^ million raaunds \aiued at 35^ cron s of rupees, its compared with 
56 \ million maunds valued at 28^ irores in 1914-15 ’'>vtrv brought the 

figures of the year within a short distanci of tho-'c of th * ri*cord year 1913-14, in 
■which traffic amounted to nearly 75 milii<m maunds \aliied at o\er 381 crorcs. 
The trade of the Province depends mainly on 'ts* agricu.ture and the crops which 
directly influenced the retems for 1915-1*6 were the spring crops, of 1914-15 a.id 
the autumn crops oi 1915-16. TIu* spring crop, though sown over a considerably 
larger area than the previous year. sum‘rt*d "rom \anous disad\aniages, and the 
final estimated outturn 01 the main crops varied ifrom 80 to 90 per cent of the 
normal as compared with 75 per cent In the previous year. The autumn crop, 
on the other hand, w'as again grown on an enlarged area, and, w ith a favourable 
monsoon, the estimated outturn of the principal crops ranged from 103 to 128 per 
cent of the nor’-’al as against a normal y ield in the preceding year. The variations 
in the average prices ol the principal kinds oi agricultural produce throughout the 
year were less marked th?n in the pre\ious year, when the effects of the outbreak 
of war were first feit and the season w as less pnipitious. and, w Ith tht' exception of 
a large rise in cotton and an insignificant rise in rice, prices were lower all 
round The price cl wheat, though lower than in the previous year, continued 
considerably above the pre-war rate. The price of cotton, on the other hand, 
rose almost to its pre-war level, owing to extensive purchases by Japanese buyers 
and by the Bombay T.Iills to meet the demand for manufactured goods created by 
the reduction of foreign stocks. 

1 15. The bulk of imports rose from 25 to nearly 30I million maunds and 
the value from 12^ to 13! chores of rupees. This increase of overacrore 
in the value 01 imports was mostly accounted for by sugar and manufactured 
cotton, which increased by 55 lakhs (or 44 per cent) and 37 lakhs, respectively, 
and is an indicatbn of revitring confidence after the slump or the pretdous ye^. 
The value of sugar imported, namely, a crore and eighty lakhs of rupees, is easily 
a record ; this, together with the steady increase of three lakhs in the value of 
kerosine oil imported, is a sign of the growing prosperity and improvmg standard 
of comfort among the people. The regular rise also in the value cw coal and 
coke imported (this year of three lakhs of rupees) is a sign of growing industrial 
activity. Though the "vsdue of manufactured cotton goods was largely in excess of 
the fig^ fortheprece^ng year, the amount is still much below that of the years 
191 z -12 and 1912-13. A noticeable variation is the deckoe in the value of 

t-.i r tf V 1 r 0 ^ « % 
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years, this result due to the general reluctance to embark on heavy expen- 
dlture in the uncertain conditions produced by the war and to the high cost of 
metals imported from abroad owing to heavy sea freights and the embargo on 
export from many sources. 

n6. Exports increased in bulk from 31^ to 39^ millions of mavmds and in Exports, 
value from 10 to 2 if crores of rupees. This large mcrease was principally 
in raw cotton, which accounted for 3^ crores of the difference, while manufactured 
cotton goods were responsible for 25 lakhs, grain and pulse for 66 lakhs, 
manganese for 22 lakhs and oilseeds for 43 lakhs. The large increase in the 
value of raw cotton exported was due to the holding back of produce in the 
previous year in view of the poor prices then obtaining, to the larger outturn (in 
spite of a greatly contracted area) and to the important rise in market value 
throughout the season. The increase in manufactured cotton goods was due to 
the larger production of the local mills, which were unusually full of orders for 
goods not only for local consumption but for supply to other parts of India, owing 
to the curtailment of imports from Europe. The recovery in the export trade of 
grain and pulse and of oilseeds was due to the improved outturn, which gave 
a larger surplus after meeting local needs and replenishing stocks. The manganese 
business recovered with an increasing demand for the ore for munitions ; most of 
the ore is sent to Bombay port, but the trade with Messrs. Tata & Sons’ Steel 
Works is steadily increasing in importance. 

8-PUBLIC WORKS 


'Administration Report op the Buildings and Roads Branch of the Public Works Department for 1915-161 and 
Statistical Abstract, Volume 1.^ , 

1 17. The year 1915-16 w'as again one of great activity in the Public Works Public Wbrlcs. 
Department, and the expenditure, though less than that of the preceding year, 

when the record figure of Rs 87,10,000 was reached, amounted to Rs. 77,05,719, 
exceeding the previous highest expenditure in 1913-14 by over ^If a lakh. 

The expenditure on Imperial works was Rs. 2,44,804, on Provincial works 
Rs. 63,88,915 and on Contribution works Rs. 10,72,000. The proportion of 
expenditure on establishment rose from i5’27 to i8'02 per cent. 

1 18. The General Post Office and the Post and Telegraph Audit Office Imperial 
' at Nagpur were practically completed. Among other works the combined Post Works. 

and Tefegraph Offices at Jalgaon and Sakoli were finished and the construction 
of a combined office and residence for the Superintendent of Post Offices at 
Raipur was in progress, 

119. Of the total expenditure on Provincial works Rs. 31,73,655 was spent Provincial 
on original works, the balance being spent on the maintenance and repair of Works, 
existing roads and buildings, establishment and plant. Details of some of the 
principal works carried out are given below, 

120. The expenditure on Forest buildings amounted to Rs. 49,264. The Buildings, 
enlargement of the Forest School and the extension of the Forest Office at 
Balaghat and the construction of an office at Buldana were completed. Excise 
buildings accounted for an outlay of Rs. 64,570. The new distillery at Raipur 

and eight bonded warehouses were completed. 

The construction of the Legislative Council Hall at Nagpur was carried 
practically to completion. 

The expenditure on Land Revenue buildings was Rs. 1,05,942. A portable 
Settlement Office was completed at Bhandara, New Tahsil buildings were in 
jirogtess at Raipur and Hinganghat and the construction of quarters for officials 
at various tahsils was nearly completed. 

Expenditure for the Agriculture Department amounted to Rs. 66,329. The 
Experimental Farm at Sindewahi and the Cattle-breeding Farm at Borgaon were 
completed. 
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The expenditure on buildings for the Education Department was Rs. 5.91,133. 
Among other works, the High Schools at Bhandara and Bilaspur and the 
Muhammadan High School at Amraoti were complett'd, while the construction 
of the High School at Chanda and the Arts College at Jubbulpore was practically 
finished by the end of the year. The High Schools at Khamgaon and B<‘tul were 
still in progress and the High School at Saugor ^^as begun 

The expenditure for the Department of Law and Justice amounted to 
Rs. 3,61 665 New Circuit Houses were constructed at Buldana and Wardha 
and extensions were made to the Civil Court House at the latter station. The 
Munsiffs Court Houses were completed at Burhanpur, Sausar and Murwara, 
The construction of the Civil Court House at Xarsinghpur. the Subordinate 
Judge’s Court House at Harda, si\ Munsiff's Court Houses, quarters for various 
Executive and Judicial officers and the extension of the District Court House at 
Mandla were in progress 

The expenditure on Police buildings n.is Rs 3.62,002 A bungalow for 
the Deputy Superintendent at Akola the Police Offict' at Wardha. quarters fw 
the Police Sergeant at Nagpur and new Station Houses nith quarters at eight 
places were completed during the } car Ntnt Station Houses with quarters were 
in progress at 1 7 places and new qu<arlcrs lor staff or men at 26 stations. 

The total expenditure on Hospitals, Dispensaries and Asylums was 
Rs. 1,20,387. The Central Vaccine Dep»)t and the Medical School at Nagpur 
were approaching completion, the construction of an office for the Civil Surgeon 
at Khandwa was in progress and extensions were made to the Veterinary Dispen- 
sary at Nagpur. The expenditure on Jails amounted to Rs 48. 1 29, which was 
spent on extensions and alterations to existing buildings. 


Communica- The total expenditure on communications was Rs 28.23,557. of which 

tiftwg , Rs. 1 2,03,493 was laid out on ori^nal works. Satisfactory progress was made on 

the lines of road communication under construction and under improvement. The 
Nagpur section of the Nagpur- Amnioti road and the Anji-Wardha road were 
practically completed, and the fifth section ot thi* Chanda-AllapalH road was 
finished. A submerged bridge on the Raipur-Bilaspur road over the Sheonath 
river was completed at a cost of over Rs 84,000, and several other bridges of 
this type, as well as high-level bridges, culverts and causeivays, were under 
construction. Three Inspection Bungalows and an Inspection Hut were completed 
and similar buildings were in progress at six places. Rs 64,336 was spent 
on arboriculture. 


Sanitary 

Works. 


122. The main work of constructing the Gorewara Tank for the Nagpur 
Water-works was completed with a total expenditure of over nine lakhs of rupees. 
The construction of the Akola Water-works was in progress and nearly 3J lakhs 
of rupees has been spent against an estimate of a little over 6^ lakhs. The 
supplementary water-supply scheme for Buldana was nt'arly completed and the 
supply from this source was opened in March 1916. Substantial progress was 
made with the Anri and Damon Water-works. Projects for the water-supply of 
three Municipal towns w’ere under the consideration of the local authorities, ^d 
schemes for the water-supply of five other towns were either under investigation 
or being planned. The waler-w’orks of 13 towms w’ere maintained by the 
Public Works Department. ^ Satisfactory progress was made with the Nagpur 
drainage scheme, and a beginning was made on the Craddock Town drainage 
scheme. The Harda drainage scheme was well advanced and Rs. 1,68,832 
was^ spent by the close of the year agmnst an estimate of Rs. 2,13,610. 
Drainage schemes for Jubbulpore, Saugor and Khandwa were under the 
consideration of the local Municipalities and a project was prepared for Chanda. 


Miscellanfious. 123. the works undertaken for District Councils, the Khandwa- 

^wari section of the Khandwa- Melghat road was completed at a cost of 
Rs. 33,987. The bungalow at Pachmarhi for Her Highness the Begum of 
Bhopal was completed at a cost of Rs. 48,493. The work on the Rajkumar 
College at Raipur was nearing completion, the total expenditure to the close of 
the year amounting to Rs. 3,85,833. 
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9—IRRIGATION irrigation 

i[Brief Note on Irrigation Work done in the Central Trovinces dutiog the year 1915-16, for the Itrigation 
portion of the 'Public Works Department Annual Administration Report, and btatistical Abstract, Volume L] 

124. ^ The monsoon rainfall of the year 1915 was exceptionally good and imder 
■well distributed throughout the Pronnee. The season was thus unfavourable for iirigiation. 
the extension of irrigation, but the kharif area irrigated shows no drop as 
compared with the previous year’s figure, after deducting the area for which new 

works are responsible. The rabi area irrigated rose during the year to 7,134 acres, 
the highest figure recorded so far. The total area irrigated was 52,300 acres 
as compared with 44,405 acres in 1914-15 and 71,021 acres in 1913-14, a year 
of deficient rainfall. 

125. Good progress was made during the year with the works under Major Work*, 
construction. The main canal of the Mahanadi works, the head-works of which 

7 were formally opened in February 1915, was being pushed towards completion; 

. a beginning was made with irrigation from this work, and an area of 6,731 acres 
1 was irrigated. The Sukha Reserv’oir of the Tandula Canal advanced more 
satisfactorily than in the previous year. The progress on the Wainganga Canal 
on the w hole was good, and the head-works were almost completed by the end 
of the year. The construction of the Ramtek Reservoir was completed, and the 
■B'ork on the large reservoirs in the Balaghat, Bhandara and Chanda Districts made 

f ood progpss. The Gorajheri Tank in the latter district was completed, and the 
istributaries were practically finished. , 

126. The grants and expenditure under the various fund heads were : — Expenditure. 


Head of Account 

Giant. 

Expenditure. 

Im^enaU 

Rs. 

Rs 

3$. — Constiuction of Protective Irrigation Works 

20,47,000 

19.53.560 

42d — Major Works— Working Expenses 

85,000 

87,118 

49. — Productive Irrigation Works 

29,04,000 

26,13.590 

ProvinciaU 



43. — Minor Works and Navigation 

6,00,000 

S. 77 .X 73 

Deposits — Contnbution 

16,845 

3.177 

Total 

56.52345 

32,34.618 


It is probable that the expenditure would have at least equalled the previous 
year’s expenditure of Rs. 54,14,060, which was the highest on record, but for the 
necessity for restriction in view of the financial situation. 


127. The rates for irrigation of all crops remmned the same as in the previous Revenue, 
year. The total rewnue demand for major and minor works taken together was 

Rs. 1,67,271, of which Rs. 1,36,287 was collected during the year. 

128. The financial success of Irrigation Works in the Province is in a large General, 
measure dependent on the introduction of a^cultural improvements. During the 

year the Agricultural Department contmued the demonstration of improved 
methods of rice cultivation, and at the Chandkuri Experimental Farm in the Raipur 
District irrigated crops of sugarcane, ground-nut and cotton were raised on 
the hhata soil of Chhattisgarh with marked success, a development which is of 
hkhest importance for the tract which will be watered by the Mahanadi and 
Tandm Canals. 
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GROSS REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE 


129. The following statement compares the receipts and expenditure and 
closing balances under the various heads for the years 1914**5 and 1915-16: — 



Receipts. j 

Expenui* re. 


Ualance 


y9i4-iS 

1015-16 

|‘)I4-«5 

. 9 : 5-10 

1914 - *5 

1915 - 15 . 


Rs 

Rs. 

R^ 



Rs. 

Imperial Revenue 

1 1 S 20873 

1 -S 70,274 

70,-^8 308 

7 i, 2 s,iSi 

••• 

I oo 4>4<873 

Provincial Revenue 


2 ’’9-44 4SS 

3 0!,i5-J7S 

2 86 , 25,100 

07-4< S-24 

Deposits of Local Funds — 






District Funds 

37»oo,34^ 

5 , 10,851 

3304.102 

36 , 75 , 0 m 

41 , 29^^07 

I0.<7.I40 

15 , 93.344 

Jaglia and Local Cess 

5 , 22 , 1,76 

5 .'" 946 

5 , 20 . 81 '^ 

^> 87.595 

3.So,753 

Funds. 





5.64«04S 

Other Local Funds 

12 , 60^83 

io,si.579 

114 S .754 

X 1 . 6 s 346 

i 

Munic pal Funds 

29 , 43*007 

3 ;, ^<5 u-'i 

30 , 96,627 

'^4*33*03 1 

9,02,»#09 

S.57S79 

Total 

49S»4».8Si 

S oa.**! 477 

4 50 . 88,818 1 

1 

1 450 * 01,579 

X 36 . 29,890 

1 . 34 . 60.594 


REVENUE AND FINANCE— IMPERIAL 


130. The Imperial Revenue for 1915-16 was Rs. 8,49.401 more than that of 
1914-15, while the expenditure in 1915-16 was Rs. 82.783 more than that of the 
previous year. The heads under which striking dififerenc<‘S occur are given in the 
following table : — 


Aetna’s. 


AciuciK. 


Revenue 


I j D ^eience 

1914-15, • 1915-16, more + 

I — . 

J 


Experd.ture ' Difference; 

m4-i5 more +, 

less — . 


Land Rcn enue .» i 

Opium 

Stamps 

Excise 

Customs 

Income-tax 

Tributes 

Miscellaneous .. 
Civil Works — 
In charge of 
Public Works 
Officers, 

Transfers be- 
tween Imperial 
and Provincial. 
Other heads 

Total 


Rs. 

Rs. i 

Rs. 

1 

R. 

Rb. 

Rs. 

9407S81 

1 

98,69,082 

+4,61,201 

Refunds 

3 ^* 33 ^ 

57.S27 

■»-* 949 * 

S.02334 

4.70,013 

—32,821 

Famine Relief 'C ’») 

1,12.621 


- ,,X2,62X 

18,10,646 j 

19.72433 

+ 1,61,787 

Piotectne Irrigation 

18,34,906 

*9.53.560 

+ 1,18.654 

27.63.791 

25,16466 

—247*323 

Works 1 




2.54.937 

2,36497 

— 18,440 

Major Irn’gawlon 

7 *iD '349 

8,78,130 

+ 1,58,781 

4.54455 

4.73.905 1 

+ 19450 

Works. 




246,187 

2,32,187 

—14,000 

Civil Work^ — In 

10,80,752 

942.50* 

—1,38.2s* 

3,669 

* 7.949 

+ 14,280 

charge of Publ c 




45.837 

73.098 

1 + 27,261 

Works Officers 



t 

1 

1 


i 

Other heads 

3 - 5-' 434 

32.89,163 

+ 3 ^ 7*9 

-38.37.803 ' 

1 

—33,60,785 

+4.77,018 





1.^439 

1.69429 

+990 


j 



1,18,30.873 

1,26,70,274 

+849401 

Total . ,j 

70.38.398 

71,21,181 

+82,783 


Revenue. 

131. Land Revenue (Imperial share one-half). — The increase was chiefly 
due to increased reedpts under Orcinary Revenue on account of the recovery 
of the greater portion of the arrears of the past year. 

Opium . — ^The decree was due to the fall in the sale of opium owing to the 
continuance of war conditions. 

-The Stamp revenue during the year 1014- 15 was adversely affected 
by the war, but there has been a recovery since Apru 1915. The increase shown 
above was chiefly under the head Sale of Court-fee Stamps. 

The decrease, which occurred mainly under the head Country 
Spiiite — Lic^e Fees, was due to tte fall ja.-consumption owing to the disturbed 
conditions anting out of the war. 
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Customs. — The decrease was due to the disturbance of trade caused by the 

Income-tax.— ‘Tht increase is due to the adoption of more accurate methods 
of assessment. 

Iributes. — ^The reduction was due to the recoveries from certain States 
bavins been effected m 1914-15 in advance. 

miscellaneous. — ^The increase was chiefly due to the compensation paid by 
the Great Indian Peninsula Railway for land acquired from the Military Depart- 
ment for the remodelling of the Nagpur Railway Station. 

Ciml Works — In charge of Public Works Officers. — ^The increase was mainly 
due to receipts on account of the sale of certain buildings to the Medical Authon- 
ties in Central India. 

Transfers between Imperial and Provincial. — The decrease was chiefly due 
to the absence of the non-recurring assignment for the Muhammadan High 
School, Jubbulpore, and to the absence of an assignment m connection with the 
Famine Insurance Scheme, as the Fund has reached its maximum. 

Expenditure. 

Rounds, &c. — The increase chiefly occurred under the head Excise 
Refunds and was due to the scheme for the remission of license fees for country 
liquor retail shops adopted by the Local Administration in January 1915* 

Famine Relief (Civil). — No expenditure was required. 

Protective Works. — Irrigation. — The increase was due to larger expendi- 
ture on the Tandula Canal and Survey operations. 

Major Works — Irrigation.— -The increase occurred under Interest on 
Debt, which is calculated on the capital outlay on Irrigation Works to the end 
of the year. 

Civil Works— In charge of Public Works Officers.— The decrease was due 
to the curtailment of expenditure on account of the war. 

REVENUE AND FINANCE— PROVINCIAL. 

132. The following statement compares the actuals of the two years 1914-15 
and 1915-16. The detads of the Major heads under which matenal (Bfferences 
have occurred are noted below : — 


Revenue. 


l.and Revenue 

Stamps 

Excise 

Income-tax 

Registration 

Interest 

Law and Justice—! 

Courts of Law 
Law and Justice- 
Jails, 
acation 
Medical 


Receipts in aid of 
Superannuation, Re- 
tired and Compas- 
s i o n a t e Allow- 


ances. 

Civil Works — In 

charge of Civil 
Officers. 

Civil Works — In 

charge of Public 
Works Officers. 

Transfers between 
Imperial and Prov- 
incial. 

Other heads 


Total 


Actuals. 


Actuals. 



Difference : 

Expenditure. 



Differences 

1914-15* 

1915-16. 

more-h, 



mote+, 

less—. 




less—. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 



Rs. 

Rs. 


08,74,249 

+4,6* ,300 

Excise 

3,^9*009 

3,60,128 

+41,119 

i8,io,fi4.7 

19.721433 

7S.49.39C 

+1,61,786 

Forest 


*7.34.336 

—2,02,233 

82,91,371 

—7.41,975 

Interest on Ordinary 

*,74443 

*,98,774 

+ 24,331 

JUKAULKA 

4,73,905 

+ *945* 

Debt. 


9 . 25, *85 

-45,840 

SA7fi73 

3.74,250 

+ 26,377 

General Administra- 

9,71.025 

1,90,902 

2,58,662 

2,70,037 

2,43.774 

+ 80,03^ 
—14,888 

tion. 

Law and Justice— 

28,17,148 

28,82,588 

♦65,440 

Courts of Caw. 

6,36,887 

—95.078 

2.77, SS7 

2,17,291 


Law and Justice— 

7,51,965 




Jails. 



+*418,538 
+ 90,927 

1.78,420 

3,66617 

34,8*3 

+46,088 
+ 16.14s 

Police 

Education 

34,60.4*3 

36,95/1631 

3S,®.9S* 

2785,989 

2,27,244 

448,824 

Medical 

13,98.606 


— 1,66,819 



i Agriculture 

7.37.743 

+43,545 




Superannuation Al- 

8.88,383 

9,61,856 

+73,573 




lowances and Pen- 
sions. 



—30962 


... 


Starionery and Print- 

4,0*. 092 

3.70,130 




Re&ction or Avoid- 

453,574 

•a. 

—4.53.574 

2,60,654 

3 , *3,097 


ance of Debt. 


— 3,29.55^ 

Irrigation Minor 
Works and Naviga- 

9,06,729 

5,77.*73 





38,37.803 

33, *,785 

-4,77,0*8 

tion. 

Civil Works— In 

6 13,734 

54>S,*73 

— 1,08,5^1 

37,52,835 

37 . 7*,884 

•¥ 18^29 

charge of Civil 
Officers. 




Civil Works— In 
charge of Public 
Worts Officers. 

73.29,526 

63.90,214 

— 9.39.312 
















Other heads 

46,60,157 

46,74,647 

+ 14490 

3 i 93 .® 7»324 

2 , 894 MSS 

—3,62,869 

Total ... 

1 

3/>5, * 5,076 

2,86,25,106 

i 

—*8,89,972 
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The variations under the heads which are divided in fixed proportions bet^\eep 
Imperial and Provincial have been explained under Imperial Revenut* and Finance. 
The variations under the remaining heads are noted below : — 


Registration . — ^The increase, which was t“hiefl\ under tlu‘ head Fee.s for 
Registering Documents, was due to the improvement o‘ busiiiess in the later 
months of 1915- 

- The increase was dut to Urgtr reciw tries under Interest on 
Advances to Cultivators. 


Law and fust’ce — Courts of 'J'he deon-ast* wa> due tt) a fall in receipts 

under the detailed head Magisterial Fines 

Law and Justice- -Jaiis . — The deiweaM w.i? due to the los.^ »»>’ tin* euniraeis 
for the supply of mattress eases to the Supply and Transpori I')ep.»rtniont 

Education — ^Tho improvement w.t^ elv'efiv due to inereased reeeipi.s *'r^m 
the Morris College, Xagpur, which was pno me' dised from the ist jnlt 1Q15 

Medical . — Largci salci ul quinine aeeount tor the inerease vjnder this head. 

Receipts in aid of Superannuaf ion Retired and Compassionate Allowances — 
The increase w^as due to larger eonlrihutions from Municipal and ether Ijodies for 
pensions for their employees. 

Civil II ’ Of ks — In charge of Public Wor'>is Officers. — Theinerea.se was due 
to extra receipts on account of the sale of the Chief Commissioner’s old railway 
saloon. 


FXPLNDI LIU 

133. Excise.— Thii increase, whioi' was chiefly under Superintendence 
was due to the charges for the whole year on account of tht Commissioner of 
Excise being debited to this head for the irst time 

Forest -The decrease was chiefl) due to the curtailment of expenditure on 
account of the w ar. 

Interest on Ordinary Debt . — ^The incre.ise wa.s chiefly due to larger .advances 
to cultivators and loans to weavers 

Genet al Admiivslt aiion . — The decrease occurred under the head Staff and 
Household o^ the Chief Commissioner, and w as due to the fact that the figures of 
1914-15 included expenditure on the purchase of a motor car and a railway 
saloon 

Law ana '■ftisiice — Courts of Law . — The increase occurred under the heads 
Civil and Sessioi s Courts and Criminal Courts. The increase under the former 
was under Salaries of Dhnsional and Sessions Judges, District Judges and 
MunsifTs. 

Law ond Justice — Jails . — ^The decrease w'as due to less expentflture on 
rations, and to reduced purchase of raw materials owing to a smaller demand for 
articles of Jail manufacture. 

Police — The increase was chiefly under the head District Executive Force, 
and was due to the fact that a larger number of officers than usual were on duty 
durii^ the year and to the special measures taken to fill up vacancies in the rank 
and me of the force. 

Education . — ^The cluef variations occurred under the following heads : — 

Increase — { i^ Inspection ; (2) Govenm&xt CoU^es, Generd ; (3) Govan- 
ment Schools, Genend ; (4) Government Schools,, Spedal. 

Decrease- Grants-in*aid. 
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The increases were chiefly due to : — 

(i) the appointment of a senior officer 
European Schools; 


41 C htp. Y 

RBVBNUB AND> 
FIWAMTCB 

as Inspector of Science and 


(2) the provincialisation of the Morris College^ Na|3)ur, and to a furniture 

grant sanctioned for the Arts College, Jubbulpore ; 

(3) larger expenditure under Grants in support of Municipal and Local 

Schools and Establishment ; and 


(4) the reorganisation of the Subordinate Service and to larger expen- 
diture under Stipends. 

The decrease was owing to reduced expenditure on grants towards btuldings. 

Medical, — The decrease was due to the reduction of grants. The figures 
of 1914-15 included special grants to Dispensary Committees for buuding 
: purposes. 

Agriculture. — The increase was chiefly under Agriculture — Experimental 
Farms. 


Superannnaiion Allowances and Pensions. — The increase was due to the 
normal growth of pension charges and to increased payments under the head 
Commuted Value of Pensions. 


Stationery and Printing. — The decrease occurred chiefly under Stationery 
supplied from Central Stores, and was due to the restriction of the supply of 
stationery. 

Reduction or Avoidance of Debt. — No charges appear under this head, 
because rhe maximum fixed for the Famine Insurance Scheme has been reached 

* and no e cpenditure was incurred under the head Fanune Relief. 

Irrigation —Minor Works and Navigation. — ^The decrease is explamed by 
the fact ;hat the actuals of 19 14- 15 were unduly high owing to scarcity conditions. 

Civ l Works — In charge of Civil Officers.—’Van decrease was due to less 
frequent transfer of grants to this head from the head Civil Works in charge of 
Public Works Officers for the maintenance of buildings and roads transfereed to the 
control of Local Fund Engneers and to the transfer to the head Agriculture of 
provision for the arborisation of the station roads at Nagpur. 

* Civil Works — In charge of Public Works Officers. — ^The decrease was 

* ‘the result of the curtailment of works in view of the need for economy. 
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I— DETAILS OF CEXSr.S 


134 An account o' the ahovr subject will he <‘nuiid on paj*et> 37 — 54 u'the 
Administration Report for the year ici 1 ■ 1 2 


2— BIRTHS AXn DK.'TIIS 


"Annual Sariwrj Renoit ol " -.e C..nt..u Pi , » , • d pt 

t'cal Abstiact ■ 


I t 


f<i5 f . \ It. p \ t S*iti«- 


^35 change ’ is made in the s\’!i<‘ni o' n ^isir.itiou \iial siiitistics 

Though^ the issue of iPSL’’i ctions ’o’" thi* cu’rect ('lassilic»uio 1 ot deaths and 
the training or the Vaccinat’on staff huM dcri ni .ch to improve registration there 
was still room/or mprovem.rt in Municip.J louis ’.oth in ine recordin- of 
statistics and in the purisimei.t o: dt aulter'' Dunn., t’'e \ia“ 624 persons \iere 
prosecu^d for neglecting to report ocourrerces. 1)01 th. fires Imposed amounted 
only to Rs 519-6-0, an a%’eragc o* less than a rcpit' p« r defauiit r. 

136. The bin.!' -rale or the year n dt ” n poll n I’u ( ts the unnealtliiucss 0. the 
} ear 1914 The rumber o* bntlih reg;>teitd v.i'* O07 340 as compared with 
714917 jn 1914. ard was ihe l»me&t recorded sipt t 1904 , the ’utio /C/ tiiu.t of 
population works out at 4^95. Mhic’i ]■« 3 42 kss ihan in 1914 and 2 d loss than 
^ a ihe decn ast s ( ommon to all districts sa\e Mandla 
and Bilaspur. and was most marked in tht nonheni pan^ o. the Prowce The 
percentage ot male to female population was 59 

, *‘'^f'^ber O' deaths regisie.'ed leli irom 510052 lo 499 6S2 and 

3*569 CO 35 91 pe, .Kille TIk proportion Ot infantile to total 

uu . ^ "which was an exceptionally 

neaithy year tffons are being made ''i various direct’oas lo deai ^vth the 

ques ion 01 mortality among children but the n suits so obtained have not been 
encouraging 


A ^"^^n mortality >roiT* diseases nas high under eve‘r\ head except cholera 
a prevailed n ore nr less generally' and claimed 20,264 

eatns. i he lever mortalit} was high especially during the later months of 
he year owing to the prolonged monsoon and rosi* to 23*7,834, which is 3,306 in 
excess 01 the previous year Dysenter}' and dia H'oea w ere again responsible for 
a large number of deaths. s f 

^ 39 - -"^nti-plague measures took the form o 'iefly of inoculation and 
etacuation, and 7 * >421 inoculations were performed. The' special plague staff of 
14 members was engaged in dealing with outbrea' •? of the disease and could 
not devote much attention to travelling dispensary • ork. In dealing with the 
p o em of infantile mortality the employment of midwives has proved of fittle effect, 
an ^ improvement depends mainly on the supervision and co-operation of the 
i^genous dai class, comHned with the general enlightenment of the masses by 
ucation. An advance has been made in this Erection by the Jubbulpore 
wnicipality, which has adopted a system of registration of dais. Six villages 
under the Village Sanitation Act, and the amount spent on village 
A conaderably in excess of the expenditure of the previous year. 

» u* v. Village Sanitation Act, with a view to widening the objects on 

hich the funM locally raised can be spent, was under preparation. The sale of 
q mine expanded largely during the malarial season, and the qtunine factory at the 
«agj>ur Jail experienced considerable difficulty in meeting the increased dij^mand . 
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Clwp. VI 

EMIGRATION 

AND 

IMMIGRATION 


'ReTOrt on the Inland Emimtion of the Central Provinces for the year ending the 30th Tune igi6, and 
\ olnme IV of the Statistical Abstract.] 

140. The 3'ear under report is the first complete year since the introduction 
of Act \TII of X915, which amended the Assam Labour and Emigration Act of 
tgoi. On the repeal of Chapter III of the old Act, recruitment by contractors 
ceased, and the 133 contractors, sub-contractors and recruiters, who were licensed 
last year under that Chapter, disappeared ; recruiting operations were confined to 
the sardari system under Chapter IV of the Act. Even apart from the effect of 
the cessation of contractors’ operations, the strength of the recruiting agency 
showed a considerable decline, the number of local agents falling from 16 in 1914- 15 
to 5 and the number of sardars from 4,386 to 3,893. The circumstances of the 
year were unfavourable to the recruitment of labour for Assam ; agricultural 
conditions were good, there was unfailing local demand for labour and a certain 
amount of recruitment took place in the north of the Province in connection with 
the war. In these circumstances labour emigration declined considerably and the 
number of labourers recruited actually fell from 6.113 in the preceding year to 
3,600, nearly half the decrease being in the Jubbulpc re District, where there was 
a fall in the number, as compared with the previous year, of 56 per cent. The 
figures for the districts of Jubbulpore and Bilaspur show that at these two chief 
centres of recruitment the bulk of labour is still drawn from the adjoining Native 
States. 


1 41. There were in all six prosecutions, of which five were successful ; Working of 
various minor irregularities which arose in connection vith recruitment wereActVI ofijox. 
adequately dealt with by the District Magistrates. The new procedure worked 

well ; local agents worked harmoniously with District Officers, and there was 
a distinct improvement in the general conduct of reemitment. 

142. Recruitment under Chapter III of the Act having been abo'shed. Financial 
theri> were no receipts during the year. Expenditure amounted to Rs. 138-2-6. 

4— MEDICAL RELIEF “SiEF* 

TAnnual Notes on Hospitals and Dispensaries in the Cential PiOMnces and Berar for the >ear 1915, and 
Volume III of the Statistical Abstiact ’ 

143 During the year, which opened w’ith 273 hospitals and dispensaries, Number of 
17 new dispensaries were opened and 9 were closed. There were thus 281 ^lispensaries. 
institutions open at the end of the year ; of these, 31 were maintained by the State, 

172 by Local Bodies and 28 bv Railways, while the remainder were either private 
or State-aided institutions, 'the three peripatetic dispensaries in the Mandla, 

Betul and Raipur Districts, which were opened as an experimental measure in 1914, 
did much useful work and their permanent retention has been sanctioned. 

Besides these, there were 13 epidemic travelling dispensaries at work under the 
control of the Sanitary Commissioner. 

144. The total number of patients treated at the various dispensaries in the Number of 
Province was 1,802,778 against 1,746,424 in the prerious year. The increase, 

which was shared by most districts, was confined to out-door patients. 

145. The total number of private dispensaries open at the end of the year Private 
was 39, of which 23 were maintained by Missionary Bodies and 16 by private dispensaries, 
individuals. The total number of patients treated at these institutions was 167,077, 

of whom 2,075 in-door and 165,002 out-door patients. 

146. The ailments for which relief was chiefly sought were, in order of Relative 
numbers, malarial fevers, diseases of the digestive and respiratory systems, the skm 

and the eye, and ulcers. The increases, as compared with the preceding year, were ° 
chiefly under malaria and diseases of the skin. 

147. The number of surgical operations rose during the year from 49,029 to 
49,978 and the number of selected operations fell from 3,966 to 3,577- The®P 
marked decrease in the number of selected operations was mainly due to the 
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prevalence of plague and the reversion of Indian Medical Seivicc officers to 
Military duty. Among the selected operations there were 97® extractions of lens 
for cataract, 154 operations for stone in the bladder, 119 .imputations and 
258 obstetric cases. 

148. The total receipts amounted to Rs 13.44 702. Rs 74. 55S loss than in 
1914. The Government contribution increased by R> 20 230 umliT the hc.id 
“ Salaries ” and decreased by Rs 9* 5 *^^ under the hc'.d Otht*r ist* ” The 
increase in the former was due to the re\ision of the p.iy <• S. '1- '•'^.st .’’t S ’r'.eoi s 
and the decrease in the latter to the faci th'it no .<;peoi . u;r.in:? >\<rt* m de. .I'J in 
the previous year, for buildings and i 'imAi m.r.ts ov’”^tot’n ri.tijinent of 
expenditure on account of the war Indi.n sabscnpiicns sbnwnl 1 decre.'Se ol 
Rs. 38,216, which is due to the Let I’ea h 1014 sn- o’ cnntriuutiuns \\cre 
received in certain districts for improveme’ i ot d.^pens iiy 1 ui d'ngs 

149. The total expenditure j.moa’iied lU R> 9 14 435 .ig.i'r.'it Rs 010.185 
in the preceding year 


TREATMENT 
OF THE 
INSANE 


Numbers 
and health. 


5— TREATMENT UF T.iE INSANE 

‘Votes or f^e 1 -’*’ ‘ ** ' L * * i }e C15 I'd 

Volulre III of the Stv st c.. 

150. The total number of lunatics i-t *. Asyunn .'»t N igpur was 374 at the 
beginni.'g o^ 1915 : there were 13^ adm^-iior* o"r re. dmi.'-'.ioii', t o discharges 
and 46 deaths, so tbai .. ‘e oopuation t lb • dose >) th'* yor was 366 Of the 
admissions 2; were cnmmal l..iiit-(.s F’M-sis. ve-c tl’Mli.r^ecl ;is v ired and 
four cis improved T rwe vi ere : y ~ ad •’'don'' 'Ptu thi uO'sp'l.l .is ..gainst 84 in 

the previous }eac The mirif<lity r-m vas 1230 p ^ la.m ot tne aven.ge 

strength as against 613 hi p-oaious yt.f .ind an average of 11 08 lor the 
past live years O' the 40 paiuvis wno d' d u .1 wen* n*rei\ed in bad health 
and died w ithir a few moat ns o tlieir .id ni-slnn .and • 'ost o' the deaths were 

due to dysenterv ''t i ' ti.b‘.rcJ.,as’s ' .5 r nd c^enen 1 rh '\lin (71 


Expenditure. 15^ The total expenditure amoai.ti d o. Rs 60370 aS compared with 

Rs 72 042 in the previous year , the outlay on buildings decreased by over 
Rs 13,000 and Rs 2000 remained to be pJd at the ('lose of the year on 
account of bills for supplies delayed hi presentation Tht* average cost per 
lunatic worked out at Rs 118 as against Rs 167^1 1914 The amount realised 
from paying inmates rose from Rs 4591 to Rs 5,23^ owing to the .admission of 
five paying patients 

Industries and 152 The receipts from manufactures and agriculture amounted to 

improvements. Rs, 4,338 as compared with Rs. 3,687 in 1914, the increase being due to the 
sale of old stock. Rs 3.261 tvas spent on structural improvements, and plans 
for further extensions to the b uil dings w'ere drawn up. A scheme for the 
improvempt of the pay and prospects of the staff and for additional establishment 
Idas sanctioned during the year. 


SANITATION 


CUef sanitary 
works. 


6— SANITATION 

Sanitajy Report of the Central Prorinees ani Beiar for the year 1015, and Volume III of the 
Statubcal Abstract] 

* 53 - The most important water- works in course of construction during the 
yew were those for the supply of the Akola, Arvi, Buldana and Damoh Munici- 
palities, ^d good progress was made on all these schemes. The main work of 
construc&g the Gorewara Reservoir for the Nagpur Water-works was completed 
and subsidiary improvements were effected in connection with this supply. The 
pmcipal drainage schemes which were in course of construction were those at 
NaOTur and Harda, and substantial progress was made on both. Of the former 
work nearly half was completed, and the major portion of the Harda scheme was 
™shed. The drainage scheme sanctioned in the previous year for the Craddock 
Town suburb of Nagpur was started and all materials for the work were 

prepared. 
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• ^ oo ^ to were made to Municipal Munidpai 

154. Prodncial grants ^ountmg to Rs. 4» 2, 4 projects and saniUtioo. 

Committees in connection with drainage sc ® , gj^uation expenditure on 

tWiVTi improvements. Although, owing to . continued to progress. In 

these objects had to be curtailed, town sanit . gtQye-house 

Nagpur houses were acquired for the improvement the 

an#public markets were erected. In other the Pr^®""°n 

coratruction of public latrines, isolation she and Conservancy arrangements 
the improvement of tanks, water-coumes, drainage by-laws to regulate 

were proceeded with, while seyeral Muracipalities milch cattle, 

building, slaughter-houses, burial and burning ^ improvements and the 

The sldtary^’Board considered a number of of a separate 

allocation of grants for saratary purposes. P[ Nagpur was sanctioned. 

Sanitary Superintendent for the large ^^1 ^on d 

and in connection wnth the scheme for Sanitanr Inspectors being 

’19 trained men employed m the r School children received 

appointed during the year. The medical lospe promoting vaccination, bringing 
increased attention and produced goof ® oCercrowdlig and other sanitary 

* cases of sickness under treatment and disclosing g 

defects. 

* p= ccnao were contributed by Rural 

155. Special grants, amounting to Ks. 55 W and an allotment sanitation. 

Government for the improvement of * ^votwari villages, but of the 

ofRs. 38,403 was sanctioned for iniprovernents in g^ote an v ^ 

former considerable balances remained ®P®Pj‘ ^^.Jtation^Act. The total 

were brought under the operation of the VifegeJ^^tatmn^ 

receipts amounted to Rs. 1 , 54 ,°^^®’^^ ^ Rs. i ^4607 respectively, 

figures for the previous year being Rs. , • special funds of their 

I^the “Town fund” villages and other viUa|es ha^^|pec^ ^ 

own the receipts amounted to Rs. 72,oi7 ^od P cleinng of 

The expenditure on rural sanitation was de> otecl a its almtment 

village sites, drains, road construction and wat«-supp L a ^^te^.guppiy 

showed some improvement over the previous year, the out y 
was still inadequate. 


7— VACCINATION 


VACCINATION 


CNoteson Vaccination in the Cental P.vinces and Be.c lo. tHe and Voln„« HI ol t.e 

statutical Abstmct.] ci,owed a marked decUne and Mortality from 

156. The number of deaths from small-pox ^ t mortality occurred smaU-po*. 

was 865 m 1915-16 ^ against 3,i33 in 19H-15. The heaviest 

again in the Drug District. 

.57. The total number ot vaccination 

inBritishTerritorywas 599,959, ? decrease of 2 4^^, p^ marked in 

year. The decUne of 8 , 1 26 in primary vacc Districts, is explained 

the Amraoti, Jubbulnore, Chhmdwara, Betel ^d Uam^ Re-vaccinations 

by the prevalence of plague and the low districts^ shared ; the continued 

showed an increase of 5.442, of the practice 

falling off in the Narpghpur ^l^tnct « due to te re-vaccinating mothers 

SK Notified Areas and the Muracipal town of Khapa. 

,58. There w«e 4t.,8o hirths in M^cipd 
II 971 deaths of children under one year 0 g • , available, an increase 

M? vaccinated was 27.270, or 93 per 
of two per cent over the record of the preceding year. 

ThespecUIima^gsl^theC^Vn^Dephta^^ 

to a# districts. 
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In all, seven districts recaved their supply from the Depdt, two districts being 
added during the year. The quality of the lymph was good and the preparation 
was carried out with greater economy than in the districts which had to depend 
on local manufacture. 

160. The total cost of the department was Rs 121 85S as against 
Rs. 95,604 in the previous year, the increase being due mainh to the improvement 
in the pay of the staff and to additions to the establisliv'ent The cost per 
successml vaccination has in consequence risen from Re 0-2-6 to Re 0-3-3, ^nd 
Re. 0-3-7, expenditure at the Central \"accine Depm be takt'n into account. 
Of the total expenditure, Rs 98,655 was contributed by Local Funds and R.«s 10,9^ 
by Municipalties, the remainder, with the exception of Rs 830 pfiid by Canton- 
ments, being contributed from Provincial Funds The expenditure incurred in 
working the Dep6t was Rs 1 1,404 



CHAPTER VII 

INSTRUCTION 


I— GENER.U, SYSTEM OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 

PUBLIC 

i6i. An account of this subject will be found on pages 97 and 98, Sections inst ruc tiomt 
296—304, of the Report on the Administration of the Central Provinces for the 
year 1911-12. 

2— EDUCATION EDUCATION 


[Report on the state and progress of education in the Central Provinces and Betar for the year 1915*16, and 
Volume V of the Statistical Abstract ] 

162. The year’s record shows an increase of 37 schools and 2,715 piupils. General. 

This expansion is not so large as that effected in recent years. In the Prima^ 

stage, the number of schools and pupils actually decreased, the falling off in 
attendance, which was confined to the Lower Primary stage, bdng attributed 
to the prevalence of epidemic disease and in part to the measures taken to 
strike habitual absentees off the rolls and to reduce unwieldy classes within the 
limits imposed by staff and accommodation. At the close of the year educational 
institutions of all kinds numbered 4,566, while the total number of scholars was 
350.38 1. The percentage of the total number of scholars to the total population 
of school -going age was i6'79 as compared vnth 1665 in the preceding year. 

163. The total expenditure on education amounted to nearly fifty-four lakhs Expenditure, 
of rupees, an increase of five lakhs over that of the previous year. Further 

progress was made with the utilisation of the Government of In^a grants, and 
whue the balance remaining out of non-recurring grants stood at about five lakhs, 
the recurring grants, except for two small items, had been fully utilised on the 
objects for wrach they were allotted. 

, 164. There was an increase of 67 in the number of students attending the Collegiate 

four Arts Colleges and the Science College. The Morris College at Nagpur was educatfoa. 
taken imder the direct control of Government during the year and^ the staff was 
strengthened by the addition of another lecturer. The new buildings for the 
Jubbulpore Arts College were completed and fully eqmpped shortly after the close 
of the year and the College is now able to pro’ride sufficient accommodation for 
immediate needs in that centre. The administration of the Colleges was 
satisfactory throughout the year, and some progress was made in the devdopment 
of the social life of these institutions. With the exception of the M. A. and 
B. Sc. Examinations, the academic performances of the Colleges were inferior to 
those of the previous year, though they were generally on a level with the results 
for the University as a whole. 

165. Though the increase in the number of pupils in High Schools was Secondary 
well maintained, the rate of increase in Middle Schools was less marked than m education—. 
1914-15, and while the number of pupils b High Schools bcreased by 561 and 
one i;iew school was opened, the number of Anglo-Vernacular Middle Schwls 
rose by three and the number of pupils b this stage by 779. During 
the year a revised Grant-in-aid Code was btroduced, under which the 
grants to all aided schools for a period of five years are assessed, so far 
as possiUe, at one time, when the resource available and the requirements 
of all bstitutions can be comprehensively reviewed, and all grants sanctioned 
at the begbnbg or b the course of the qubquennium are terminable on the 
same date. In view of the limitations on the resources available for meetbg the 
demand for Secondary education and of the necesaty of keepbg Government 
combbed Middle and High Schools witlun efficient dimenaons, the number of 
sections bto which each class b the High stage of these schools may be 
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divided has been limited to two or three and only one section is permitted for 
classes in the Middle stage, while in Government Middle Schools classes are 
limited to two sections. There was a further increase ir the number of candi- 
dates appearing for the Matriculation Examination held in 1916. The results 
were disappointing and the percentage of passes fell from 41 to 36. 


166. There was a decrease of 24 in the number of Primary Schools and 
of 1,128 in the number of pupils as against an increase 016407 pupils recorded 
in 1914-15. In Berar fifty-one indigenous schools were closed owing to the 
failure of the subscriptions on which they depended On the other hand, while 
the number of scholars in the infant clashes fell h}' ocer 5 000 the numbers in the 
Upper Primary stage Tcreased by nearly 2 000 


167. The Training College, Jubbulpun continued to produce satisfactory 
results and the number of students und r tMi’^hg was omy one less than in the 
previous year. The working o'* the Xnrm.il >»chools was generally elncient-* 
The re-training class at Jubbulpore commiied to do useful work, and similar 
classes were opened at Xagpur and Amraoti 


168. The Engineering School at Xagpur made !>atiS!ai'tory progress in all 
branches The Mechanical Engineering Staff was strengthened and minor addi- 
tions were made to the buildings and iVthe’" e\ti ns’ons on a larger scale are being 
carried out The School of Handicrafts, with the Mochi class attached, also Had 
a record of successfu’ and practical work in training craftsmen in improved 
methods. 


169. There was an increase of one in the number o‘‘ institutions for Indian 
girls, and the number of pupils attending thcni rose fron-> 19 006 to 19 356, the bulk 
of the increase being in the Primary stagi In Secondar\ Education tw enty-five 
girls reached the High stage and one passi d the Matriculation Examination in 
1915 The number of pupils in the Girls' High vSi'hool, Amraoti, rose to 38 ; thte 
staff has been strengthened and suitable buildings are being provided. While the 
pupils in Primary Schools for girls nun’btrcd 1 7,267 the number of girls attending 
boys’ schools rose to 15.169 : of this number more than halt belonged to the 
Chhattisgarh Division, w'here co-education is said to be popular The number of 
girls in the Upper Primary stage increased by 24 per cent, and two Aided 
Primarj.’ Schools were provincialised. 

1 70 The number of schools increased by one and the attendance increased 
by nearly a hundred There was a slight increase in the grants contributed by 
Government towards the maintenance and education of orphans and poor children. 
Further progress w'as made in school building and increased grants-in-aid have 
prepared the way for the future improvement uf these institutions. There was 
an increase in the number of trained teachers, biu the staffs in this class of school 
still stand in need of considerable improvement. 

1 7 1 . The number of Muhammadan pupils un.’ it instruction increased by 
1,198, but this increase, which is confined almost enl’-ely to private institutions, is 
due to the inclusion of pupils attending Maktabs in th statistics for the first time 
in the year under report. In other institutions, except for a slight increase in the 
number attending Colleges and High Schools, the number of pupils declined. 
The mmn building of the Muhammadan High School, Amraoti, was completed 
and the construction of the Anjuman High School, Jubbulpore, has been begun. 

3— LITERATURE AND THE PRESS 

172. During 1915-16 the publications roistered in the Central Provinces 
and Berar numbered 103 as agamst 114 in 1914-15 and 103 in I 9 i 3 -i 4 > 
decrease being mainly under the heads " Religion ” and “ Geography. ” Of 
these publications, thr^ were in English, fifty-four in Hindi, twenty-six in 
Marathi, one in (kijiati, two in Urdu (written in Nagri characters) and the 
remainder in two languages. There were seventeen books of a reUgious character, 
rune treating of geography, two of science including mathematics, eight of law , nine 
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of languages, five of philosophy and tao each of arts and of medicine j thirteen 
were works of poetry, three of fiction and one of drama, while the rest dealt 
with miscellaneous subjects. Twenty-six books were of an educational character. 


CiMi9.VIl 

BDUCATlOir 


1 73. The number of newspapers and periodicals published in the Province 
during the 5’ear under report was twenty-nine as against thirty in the last year. 
In the course of the year th^ papers ceased to appear, vis., the Central Prov" 
inces Standard (of Katni in the Jubbulpore District), the Safir-i-Berar (of 
Amraoti) and the Sumati (of Wardha) ; while three new papers were started. The 
Maraari (of Nagpur), the leading Hindi newspaper in the Province, which ceased 
to appear in 1914-15, renewed publication during the j^ear. The Hitavada among 
the English and the Maharashtra among the Marathi newspapers continue to be 
the leaSng organs in the Province and command some influence over the reading 
public. The Berar Samackar (Akola) is still the leading local paper in Berar, 
but its influence is inconsiderable. The Hitakarini (of Jubbulpore), the montldy 
circulation of which has risen to 3,300 copies, finds support principally in educa- 
tional circles. 


4— LITERARY SOCIETIES 

• 1 74. The number of Literary and Scientific Societies at the close of the 

^year was forty-nine. The majority of these were subscription libraries, depending 
'for their support chiefly on subscriptions from members. Three societies received 
. jsp’ants from Government and one from a District Council, while Municipalities 
contributed towards the maintenance of fifteen. 


LITERARV 

SOCIBTIBS 


5-ARTS and SCIENCES 

1 75. The Nagpur Museum continued to make useful progress, and popular Arts aid' 
' interest in the institution was more than maintmned. The daily average number of Sciences, 
visitors to the Museum rose from 377 in 1914-15 to 373 in 1915-16. Though the 
schemes for the extension of the premises of the institution had to be postponed, 
the alterations effected in the building are a distinct improvement. A consider- 
,able number of birds and mammals were added to the Natural History Section, and 
work continued on the identification and classification of local insects, molluscs and 
the like. An interesting item was the discovery in the local tanks of a large mud 
turtle {Trionyx sulcifrons), which is new to science and which has been described 
in the Records of the Indian Museum ; other interesting additions were also 
made to the Vivaria. In the Archaeological Section, the description of the Moghal 
coins in the collection was concluded, though the completion of the catalogue 
pras delayed. The formation of an Ethnological Section was postponed for want 
of space. The Raipur Museum did not attract so many visitors as in the previous 
year, the attendance falling from 97,393 to 83,107. The Weaving School 
attached to this Museum, which has not proved altogether successful on the 
present lines of working, is to be taken in hand by the Department of Industries, 
and it is hoped that this will set matters right. The financial position of the 
institution remained satisfactory. 



CHAPTER VIII 

ARCHEOLOGY 


ABCBUBOLOGT 


[For further infomabon, «ee Aichaeob^coi Survey o{ Irdia (Kew Series) Volun'e XIX j 

1 76. The expenditure of the Public Works Department on monuments and 
antiquities during the 3*ear 1915-16 amounted to Rs. 16,613 The work of 
restoring the temple at Lassur, in the Amraoti District, which was taken in hand 
in 1914-15, was practically completed during the year at a cost of Rs 13,033. 



CHAPTER IX 


MISCELLANEOUS 


1 -ECCLESIASTICAL JURISDICTION 


BCCLBSIAS- 

TICAI^URIS- 

DlCllOH 


1 77. The Diocese of Nagpur, which was formed in 1903, includes the whole 
of the Central Provinces and Berar, the district of Sambalpur in the Province 
of Bihar and Orissa, Central India, Ajmere-Merwara, and all stations in Rajputana 
except Mount Abu. There were no changes during the year. 


2— STATIONERY STATiOMBitf 

178. The total value of stationery supplied to ofBces and courts from the 

Central Dep6t, including the cost of carriage, and the value of stationery purchased 
locally decreased from Rs. 98,526 m 1914-15 to Rs. 94,387 m 1915-16, a 
decrease of four per cent. The charges on account of conveyance of forms 
also fell from Rs. 7,5^ to Rs. 6,733. value of stationery supplied to 

printing presses, including the cost or carriage, fell from Rs. 1,22,415 in 1914-15 
to Rs. 89,434 in 1915-16, a decrease of 26 per cent. 

3 — GENERAL general 

179. The number of raingauges maintained remained the same as m the Registration oC 
previous year. Of these, 22 were under the control of the Irrigation Branch of ndofiill. 

the Public Works Department, 14 under the control of the Imperial Meteorolo- 
gical Department, while 16 were m the Feudatory States and the remainder were 
under the supervision of the Director of Land Records. No change was made in the 
location of rmn^uge stetions, but the gauges at Barur in the Amraoti District and 
Basim in the Akola District were removed to more suitable sites at these places. 

' Arrangements are being made for the location of additional gauges in the Nagpur 
District at Parseoni, Bori, Deolapar and Tharsa. The number of inspections 
increased considerably during the year. 
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